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ration of the character he had deacribed was
very greatly to be desired indeed, and he re-
peated that he hoped to ace the day wl:ﬂp all
prejudices on this head should vanikh,  There
was no individual who would be more loth
than himeell to see innovations needlessly in-
troduced into the Church of Scotland, but he
held that there was no part of their worship
that was so stereotyped as to preclude men
from thinking and suggeating what they be-
lieved would be an improvement; and if the
mind and feeling of a great majority of 2 con-
gregation pointed in the direction which he
had indicated, then he took his stand upon
what was a cardinal puint, upon which every
Reformed Chuich in the world must rest—
that is, the liberty of private jadgment.
They all bound themselves to submit to the
doctrine, discipline, and worship of the church,
but if the innovations pointed at by Mr. Fair-
weather were merely those .o which he (Dr.
B.) now alluded, Mr. F. and his two suppor-
ters might as well think of putting their
shoulders to stop an earthquake as to prevent
thase gentlemen, in different parts of Scoi-
land, who had taken this as a matter of con-
science and duty, carrying forward those
ehanges. After wlluding w the gready in-
creased intercourse between this conntry and
England, he said he should rejoice if the two
Cnurches should re-consider some of those
uon-esseutial charucteristies by which they
were now distinguished, when, perbiaps preju-
dices might be rubbed off which had divided
them. After some further observations on
tie satisfaction which changes such as he had
indicated had given in the congregations of
Dr. R. Lee, and St. Andrew’s, Idinburgh,
&c., the Rev. Doctor concluded by saying that
he thought the overture unnecessa:y and in-
expedient. He, therefore, moved its rejec-
tion.

After some further discussion,

Mr. Fairweather, on the recommendation
of several members of Syuod, withdrew his
gverture &t present.

0

Plain Speaking in a Free Church
Pulpit.

ON Sunday, the Rev. Walter Smith, of
Roxburgh Free Church, who has accepted a
eall to the Free Tron Church, Glasgow. de-
livered a farewell discourse to his congrega-
tion, from the text *“J believed, therefore have
Ispoken.” In the course of his sermon, Mr.
BSmith said he helieved there were many whose
faith was perfectly real, but g0 hampered by
the tyrauny of antiquated forms and customs
that it hardly ever got itseif effectually utter-
ed. Their teaching bore the stamp of a tra-
ditionary creed rather than of a living, per-
sonal faith ; and sometimes one even felt al-
most s if they were more anxious to save
their orthodoxy than tosave souls. How else
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explain the fact that the pulpit was in these
days comparatively powerless? Why was it
come to be almost a proverh.smong men that
. athing is as dull as a sermon?  Why isitn
' standing jest that when other soporifies fail
this is pretty sure to send a man asleep?
Why does the commonest and crudest article
in the daiiy press tell more effectual'y on the
wheels of practical Life than all the soiul teach-
ing of our pulpits? It is not that Coristian
ministers are without faith, for that is net
true. Nor is it that men are indifferent te
the truth, for nothing, be believed, woulid be
more heartily welcome to men than a little
i carnest, effective speech about religion. He
! was thoroughly convineed that what was amies
, —with himself as well as others—arose from
' the cramping restriction of mere traditionary

forms, nowise essential to the old, very olg
, truth of the Guspel—traditionary forms which
1 no more served the purpose of this present
time than if they were to take from the mo-
dern soldier his rifle and bayonet, cover him
with a leathern shield and an ivoun helmet,
and send him to war with a bow and a quiver
of arrows. He had the most fearless confi-
dence o Christianity; it was God's wuth,
and would abide for ever; but if anything
could really injure it, it was jnst those mista-
Uken friends who would identify it with the
! ferms of an old and ubselete life—those friends
wnose fuith wag nol strong enough to trust
1o God's truth by itself, without the armour
which now id less a defence than an encum-
brance. It is nota miere tadition of truth
that will now serve us, but an utterence of the
Gospel, 1aking its shape from our own very
faith in Chiist, and basying el with the
fucts, the ideas, the errors and suares
of that living world in which we mova,
His own people now knew him weli enough
not to suspect him of any paltry eraving for
mere novelties.  To be more specific, ha
would remark that there was a tradition of
coniroversy which he reckoned to be perhaps
the barrenest of all kinds of preaching, and
against which he would put them on their
guard. Many a young and hopeful preacher
was miserably ruined by getting into this
vein, and many congregations learned from it,
not to deplare their own sins, but to hate the
mistakes of other pecple. Controversy had
its place ; but the breaches of Zion would ne-
ver have been healed if God's people had o~
ly flourished sword and spear, instead of hand-
ling the trowe) and the hammer.  Then, thers
was a kind of high speculative tradition, abou?
fate and free will, the origin of evil, vlection,
and reprobation, which good men ance
preached about,and which therefore good men.

thought they still ought 1o preach about.  The
pulpit was not the place for speeulations, Let

them not exalt the peculiarities of Calvanism,
or any other i¢m, above the common faith of
syr common Lord. If souls were 1o he raved,
it was not by any speculation, hut by the ac-
lid facts of Guspel faith. There was farthsy




