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desire may seemn an intangible instrument, and yet, intangible as
it is, it rnay be enough to form the beginning of Nvhat in the end
cati make the whiole difference. 'Ideas hiave hands and feet, and
the idcas of a congi ess such as this mnay affect pub»ht opinion
deeply. It is easy to Lail te realize h,)w iruch an occaision like ~
the assemblage in Montreal o« the Ainericani Bar Association,

on the eve of a great international (entenary, cati be mnate to
mean, and il is easy to let suchi an occasion pass with. a toe timid *

mnodesty. Should we let it pass Dlow 1 think a real opportunity
for doing good will just thereby have bven inisseil 1w youi aiid me.
W~e need sii-v nothing; w'e need pass io rut Ltnd( driedj rpsolution,.
It is the spirit and iiot the letter that is the onev tling needful.r

1I(Io not apologize for hiaving trespassed oil the tina'e and att en-
tion of this rernarkable meeting for su long, or for urging wliat
mnay seem tu helong mone tu ctibl thani to law. We are blind
to svarchi after fresbi principles if we <lesire to fiiol fiit founlda-
tions for a, progressive practival life. I t is the aeneof :n vlear
conception of principle thiat O(LlIssonie at leaýst of the ol -

scurities aii(l perl<'(xitiles that buset uis iii the giving of cunisel
aifd in followinig it. On1 the otler bdit is futile tu delay
action iintil reflection lias cleared up il our dilel e.If %we
woulil 1'arin to swi!fl we must first enter the wvater. Wv muist
nut rn fuse, 10 begii our. jouriey until the wlîole cf the rowd we
may hiave to travel lies niapped out. before uis. A great thiniker
dochared tlhat it is not philosophy wbîieIi first gives us thle trutb
that lies lu hand around us, and thut inankiind bas nul to wait
for philosopby in order to be conseious cf t his trulli. Plin
Johni Locke put the samne thing in more bionelv wojrds, wblen lie
sai(l tbat <'Gol lias net been so sparing to men to nake, tlîein
tw'o-leggcd ereatures, andi Ieft it lu Aristotle t0 niake tliemi ra-
tionail.'' Yet the reflective spirit dees lielp, nul hy i urmishing.
us withi dogmas or final conclusions, or even w-ith Iiacs cf action.
that are always lefinile, but by thc insiglit which it gives; an
inisîgbt that (leVelo.ps li s what Plate ealled the ''synoptie
mind"- the mmnd that enables us te sec things steridily as well
as te sec tliem wvhole.

And now I have expressed what 1 biad in iiiy inîind. Youir


