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coveries to be miade, and of course in the less known distrits iii the

northern and western portions of the D)ominion Pifre inust be nunibers

of species w~hicli wilI one day bc broughit to liglit by the industrious

naturalist. Moreover there are the life histories of the great nîajority

of our species stili to be worked out.

In many genera, too, the limits of variation of the various species

have yet to be defined. 1 do flot suppose that any two conchiologists

would be agreed as to the numnber of species, of suchi genera, for

instan3ce as .Limna<a or Planorbis or ~Siurizor -Pitpa or Szcciiea or

Be/a or Afaconza, which should he entered upori our lists ; and the sanie,

state of thiing-s obtains of course iii many other genera.

Our first desideratumn is 1 think a /arý,ýer niSiber o/ oseý vers. The

area to be examined is so extensive that, until iii Canada we can counit

at Ieast ten i rnes as nany conchologists as there are at I)resent, ive cani-

flot hope to have the fi-ld properly covered.

Secondly, witlî a viewv to encourage or stirnulate a rising generation

of students, I thiink wre ought: to try and secure a more comp/ete

.ZVaional collectionz of mollusca, and their shells.

If proper space could be given at Ottawa to such a collection I amn

sure init it would be considered a plieasure and a privilege by Canadians

to be allowed to miake the collection as perfect as rnighlt be.

And thirdlv, I think we need ae<<,alza ïiz/a/ogi of the niollusca

of Canada showving the distribuition of tic species as at prescrit known.

This igriht bc on the sanie plan as Prof. Maý1.couni's well known Cata-

logue of Plants, and I arn sure that it would prove a very great lielp) to

collectors and st'.udents. Suchi a catalogue could, 1 should fancy, be

prepared quite easily at the present tirne by the oficers of the G',ological

and Natural History Survey froni the data already in their possession.

And iio% in concluding this very hiasty and iniperfect survey of the

subject, I will as], the memibers of the club to do what thiey can

towards supplying the desiderata I have iiidiczitcd.

Try to send a few more students into, thîe field. Try to, irnpress

upon tie oficers of our National Miuseuiiî the need of as comîplete a

representation of the rccnt, as thiere is already of our Jossil, conicholo-

gical fauna, an-d if you agree withi nie that the tirne hans co,,îe wlîcn our


