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NATURAL HISTORY.

FOSSIL ANIMALS.

Geologists, in searching into the structure
of the carth, have discovered the temains of
many animals, which are unhnown ina liv-
ingstate. Inthe caverns of Geimany, fos-
sil bears have been found, larger than any
now in existence, and with a head 1esemb-
ling that of the hippopotamus, Fossil
wolves, foxes, gluttons, weasels, 1abbits,
and rats, hase Leen found, neaily iesembiing
the present species. The Megathenum ap-

~peats t0-have-beenrasdurge as anox, and
sesembling the sloth. Thebones were found
. in South America. Mammoth benes, re-
| sembling those of the clephunt, have been
i found in vaiicus pusts of the earth.* The
bones of the great Mastodon, an animal re-
sembling the elephant. but much lager,
havebeen found in the U.States. Que entire
sgecimen is preserved in Peale’s mu~cum at
Philadelplia.  Several kinds of fussil Rep-
tiles have been discovered. ‘The Ichthyos-
auras was & species of lizard, but withrhs
and paddles like a fish. Its length was
| dfenty-five feet. The Plesiosaurus had the
ad of a lizard and the ndck of a serpent,
with paddies like a whale. Iis length was
sixty or seventy feet. It would appear from
, these facts, that wholeraces of ammals some
. of monstrous size and extraordinary endow-
, ments, must have existed on the earth,
, which have now disappearéd, only leaving
their bones to give testimony to therr exist-
- ence.t This subjéct opens a figld of jnterest-
ing inquiny, which has been pursued with
great industry and wonderful Tesults by the
late Baron Cuvier.

* A thigh bone of animmense ammal, supposed to
be a mammnoth, found in Cape Breton, was sent to
tho Halifux Meghanics Institute *.st week, to be
dsposited intheir muscum® *

1 To the naturnlist Nova-Scotia affords a wide
‘?dd of inquirg.—Tho- Fossi botanist. wjll fintl an.
immense range among our rocksy, yhoro 4u3dids
1qf living aniinals, of different “classesfghave been
gonverted into stone ; and plants, frogy,HA creeping |
Yicken to the stately palm trge, havé’ bccm:ﬁbpdxﬁﬁ'
and potrified, to an extent’, almost jncredible—
(Dr. Gesner's Lectures) ~  °

BILOGRAPLIY.

JAMES CRICHTON,

James Ciieltton, u celebrated Scotchman,
of whom so many wondeitul things aze
related as to have procured him the name of
¢ the admiiable Crichton.” e was horn
about 125, in the county of Perth, ofa
wood family, and educated at St. Aundrews,
where he made a rapd progress in the
languages and sciences. At the age of
twenty he visited Paris, and acquired
uncommon reputation as a disputant, and for
Ins shall and activity in games ofull sotts, as
well as mastial exercises. Ile next went
to Rome, and displayed his talents in the
presence of the pope and cardinals.  From
thence he travelled to Venice, where he
Lecame intimate with the learnedl Aldus
Mauutius, who dedicated to him the para-
doxes of Cicero, in a strain of panecayre
which borders on the ridiculons, At Padua
he held disputations with the most learne:l
professors, on a number of subjects, but
particularly on the Aristotelian philosophy.
We next find him at Mantua, wheie heis
reported to heve shin a famous fencing
master in 2 duel. The duke of Mantua
was so pleased with Crichton, as to appuint
him tutor to his son, who was a very
hicentious young wman, This appointment,
however, proved fatal to him; for oneﬁnight,
as lte was walking through the stréets in
carnival time, he was attacked Dby »in
assassins, aud after a gallant defence lost
his hfe.  Ytissaid that the person who gave
him the fatal stroke was the prince his pupil.
‘This eventis placed in the year 1583.

TOE THREE WISHES,
BY MARY HOWITT.

« Well,” said George, ““if I might choose,
’'d rather be Julias Cxsar than any mau
that cver lived! "¥le was a fine fellow ! he
conquered all the then known world —from
the pyramiffs“of Egypt, to the Island of
Thule - from the most remote provinces of
Asia Minor, to the western shores of the
Peninsula ; inten yearsonly, he took eight
hundred cities, subdued threo hundred
nations, and left 2 million of enemies dead
upon. liis field$ of battle ! Now, he was a
hero !  And <t a glorious thing it must
havesheen, aftet subduing Britons, Gauls,
Germsan Russians, to return with his
trivrephat; Mglons, laden with spoil, and

lending kings captive, & conquerer through

the stieets of Jlome! I never think of
Jubs Cear without fengin, to bea suldier,
‘e came —he siw~—be conquered ¥ low
famons that was ! Lk wih L had hived in
his days; or, better sull, L wich there was
another wotld o dunquer, aund I wee the
Julivs Casar todo 1t t”

« U pon my word,” said Chatles, ¢ verv
well spokent but f 1 nacht choose, 'd
be Cicero.  1'd rather be un orator, rathe,
ten thousand times, thana warrior, though
he were Julias Ciestr hnmselr, Ouly tnak,
Geurge, when you came to die, how should
you hike to have the blood of a nnllion of
men on your consciernce ! Depend upounit,
it’s not such a fine thing to be a conquerer,
cafter all U Bt an oratos 1 his is a glarious
character indeed.  Hle gams victones over
millions withontshedding one drop of blood !
Now It us metch ourselves, one against the
other: you a wairior, L an orator — each the
most accomphshed in the world. What -
can you do without your legions and yonr
arms ! —~With ten thousand men at your
back, armed at allTpEiNts, where, pray, is
the wonder that you tahe posstssion of a
city or a country, weahly defended perhaps,
both by men and means?  But place me
among Navages (provided only L cun speak
their toague)—give me no arms - no Money:
| nay, even strip me of my clothes, and leave:
tme, a defenceless, solitary being among

thousands, and what will follow? 1 drew
| tears from the eyes of the stomest-hearted
ampng them ;—they shall give me bread to
eat, clothing to wear,~they shall build a
house to cover me,—and if my ambition
extends so far, they shall choose me for their
king; and thisis only by the words of my
mouth ! Now whe, 1 ask you, is most
powerful, youori? You think it was a
glorious thing for Julius Cxsar to pass with
his captives through the streets of Rome.
! think it was glorious too for Cicero, when,
after having exposed and defeated the hor-
rible conspiracy of Cataline, and driven him
trom Rome, he was borne by the most
honourable men of the city to his house,
along streets crowded with thousands of the
whabitants, sl hailing him. fatherand saviour
of his country ! Y wish I could be a Cicero,
and you might be a Julius Cuwsar and 2n
Alexander the Great, for me! But come,
William” said he, addressing his other
brother,—* who would you choose to be ?
and what urguments can you bring forward
in favour of your choice ¢”




