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STUDY IN EMERSON.

N this study I wish tu refer to what secems to me to e the two
great truths which the teaching of Emcerson has impressed
on this age. There is not much space for a hiographical sketeh,
though his life is very interesting, especially that part which
shows the course of his views on religion, from the time when he
cut away from his early moorings in Unitarianisi, till he drifted
somewhere into the Absolute. My, Holt Hutton, on the other
hand, affords us in his essays an instruetive contrast, by the
history of his change from Univarianism to a grander spiritu-
ality than Emerson’s,

We ave curious to know the stages of such an uncommon
psychological or spirituai developiment as Emersons  May it not
have been that, as in the case of Matthew Arno:  the germs of
his later religious life are to be found in the atmosphere in which
he was brought up ¢ Is not the same idealism, which afterwards
delighted ]mn clearly discernible in the youth delighted with
\Ionto.wne and Swedenburg, and in the young minister who oh-
jeets to the symbodsm of the sacraments, laubhc prayer, wd
miracle ¢

In reading Emerson the question which we have so often asked
ourselves again thrusts itself wpon us:—How comes it that so
many of our greatest thinkers and writers reject Christianity 2
How is it that & man of Emerson’s genius and purity of charac-
ter misunderstands and will not accept, what is to the average
mind the all-sufficient and only solution of the problems of life ¢
The opinion of these leaders of thought is surely of the greatest



