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the sum of the squares of the perpendicular
and base shail be and romain the square of
the hypotenuse. Now, boys, remember that
this ie the rule for what are termed the braces
in ail buildings. It'je understood that the
wicked political party, to which we do not
belong, propose to change this statute, and
make the square of the perpendicular equal
to, the sumr of the squares of the hypotenuse
and base. That change, it has been ascer-
tained, will overturn every building in the
State, and it le uncertain whether people can
proteot themeelves by digging hoies in the
ground and getting into them. The botter
opinion i8 that, in this event, ail things on the
surface of the earth will be precipitated into
its internai Oires. To avoid this, as soon as
yon are old enough to vote, go te the poils ;
and, under the pressure of dire neceseity, you
may be required to vote, not only early. but
often."

It wiil be the sme with ail the rest of your
code. Yoiu have slipped from. reason, and
settled on bare legislative command.

Law ie the only profession which teaches
the sort of reason that goverus the State.
The iawyers, s aires.dy nid, are the judges,
and they are the great majority also of the
executive and legielative branches of tbe
(*overnment. Shouid the cry for codification,
under the eteitnal aspiration for lazinees, pre-
vaîl, and the elemient of reason which. the
practice and administration of the common
]sw have carried into Governmental affaira,
be banished therefrom, the hitherto coinmon-
1mw nations wiIi quickly cease te be the
leaders of the civilized worid.

1 might close here, and leave the re8t to
your future reasoninge; but 1 cannot forbear
te ask your attention te a single specinien
lino of thought.

Gouermenta proedImm WW&houS common law.

The proceeding in our common iaw courts
t held muet in derision by the enemies of the

systems consista of the comparison of old cases
with the new one under examination, te de-
termine which among the old ie te control,
the. new. I readiiy acknowledge that for my-
self, I do flot quite like it in its more common
form. Those judgea who have seemed to
work most _eaily, and moset satiafactorily

both to theniselves and te, the lookers-on, have
resortied te the old cases as aide in ascertain-
ing the principle, then have applied the prin-
ciple to the case in hand. But this je rather
a matter of form than of substance. The com-
mon law ia a systeni of authority as well as
reason, and so equally do ail governmental
affaire proceed on precedent. There is not
even a demagogue who, in haranguing the
voters froin a stunip, doms not cite te them
precedenta, with perfect confidence that they
will yield te their force. In everything, we
are ail creatures of precedent; even the reli-
gion of the son is copied from the father's.

Ail governmentai affaira, therefore, travel.
in the path of precedent., S o that it becomes
of the highest importance for the officere of
Goverament te understand how te, select and
apply precedente. And there je no possible
way in which. this skili cau be so 'weii ac-
quired as in the study and practice of the
common law, or perhaps even acquired at ail..
Lot me illustrate this by a case which. fell
within my own cognizance.

In a city large enough to require sowers,
the statulos permitted the boaird of aldermen
te assess a part of their cost upon abutters
benefited thereby, and it was custemary, or
directed by ordinanco, te, make the assees-
nment at a particular sum per foot. There-
upon, when a sewer liad run but a littie, way
on a tract of land of many acres, the assees-
ing aldermen deemed that the owner would
not pay enough for the benefit, if only the
numbor of foot actuaily laid were assesed, te
him; so they measured on until thoy came
te, a fence; and beingz brought up by the
fence, they thero etepped, and cbarged the
owner for the whole liue the same as if the
eewer had boon buit thereon. The reason
was, that the owner of this large tract had
neyer beon required te pay any sewer asse-
mient; and as I have intimated, hie migbt, by
expending money enough, drain ail bus land
into the sewer as buiit. So a precedent was

*establi8hed. Afterward they rau a iewer
along the entire lin. of another man's land,
assessod him, and the assessinent was paid.
It wus a narrow etrip, reacbing back from, the
street but a little over a hundred feet te an
alloy. We now corne to the application of the.
preoent. Lying on the other aide, of the
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