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TilE SOCIAL STATUS 0F THlE SOHOOLMASTER.

BY AN FIDUOATIONAL MOLEOULE.

Thoe is somothingr deplorablo in the social status of a sehool-
master in this couinh.y. Onc vould think thut a man or wvoman
to whom, on account of intellectual abilities and general good
charactor, peoplo are wiIling to ontrust the montai and moral
trai ning of the rising generation, oughit Vo ho a fit associate for
the begettors of such generation. Is this so ? No. Strango as it
may appear, in a country where ail mon ai-e to a great oxtent,
considored Ilfree and equal," the sehoolmaster is s0 looked down
on as to interfere materially with his work. Unless some
extraneous circumstanco acts as a corrective, the sehoolmaster
is looked upon as of a lower order of being. The profession
atone does noV ontitle a man to an entrée into the kind of society
which may really assist him in the work hie fias to, do, and to,
whichi the dignity of his profession should entitto bim. Sehool-
masters are regarded much, as, 1 imagine, those, slaves were
to whom, in Roman times, wvas entrusted tho enr' dovolopment
of the patrician youth. They wcre expected Vo, instract their
pupils in the language of thoir c -untry, in suei other languages
as mnight bo the fashion, and to, keep them in decent order, moyally
speaking, or rather, Vo, <ot them out of any scrapes into which
tbey àilght fail. Stili, thoy wore slaves. Their tutorships gave
them. no titie to mix socially with thoir masters. It was only
,anothor mode cf doing their.slav e-dutics, instead of opening thoir
masters' lectica or rl&eda, or wasbing dishos, or running bofore
tbem in the street. So, to a great oxtent, is the profession of the
scboolmastor looked upon bore. Every man wbo in trade of
some k.*nd or other is making, say $1000 a year, looks down on
Vhe schoolmaster as a kind of public slave. H1e is to, toach bis
boy ovorything that may make hlm a more intelligent man than
bis father is; holi is Vo, imbue him with moral sentiment of a higbor
type than bis fathor ever droamed of; hoe is Vo improve hlm.
out of ail possible recognition of his parentage; hie is, in fact, to
do wbat that parent, from ignorance, could. nover do for hlm-to,
make a man of the world of him: but ho is nover to, daimi oquality,
socially-speaking, with that parent, unless ho is so connected, or
bas means enough of bis own to entitle bim to do so. Wbat do
years of bard study, or-to look at it from, a commercial point of
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