
270 1) ?UNI VEIISITo r OTTAWA IZEE r".

surprising mniracles, certainly produces an effect, in the higliest degree
sublimie. 'l'lie description of the zealous bishol, and bis fýithfu! twelve
treading the gloomiy labyrinthic pat'iwvays of "Fachlut Wood," regardless
of its couintles;s yawning horrors, ravening heasts and spirits of fli, led
-on by the niysterious waîi of chidren forsaken and distressed, "IGod
sent hieralds foot-sore briniging the heart-sore com-fort"-Trhis is surt.,
a descriptimi of str-iking grandeur zind magnificence, the counterpart ot
whichli l ot easily be founid. Anotiier sceîîe in whichi epic subi imity
is untnistakabiy revealed, is that presented by St. Patrick in tle rôle of

God's Athiete" in prayer iii MNt. Cruachan, deman<ling of God "gifts
niighty and immneasurable and over great for granting :" striving in con-
test with ail the legioned demons of the isie. T1he saint brooks nrt
repulse, listens not to the repeated inanitions of the angel victor : he
Prays on, and still prays, conibatting with zipostolic night the demori
race that ruslîing on himi

"1'roi -ail sides, and close miet in ci-ciing Ftormi
l3esieg'ed the enciouided steel) of Cruachian,
T1hat scarce the difference knew 'twixt night and day,
More than the stiniess pole."

An~d stili lie perseveres in bis ecstatic passion of prayer, until
finally, ail obstacles overconie, the abject of his inighty petition is
obtained. thus proving, as the author very apt.1y puts it, "that, fortitude
in praýer lays mian's hand on God's sceptre.>" Certainly the most
noteworthy passage iii "'«he Legends," and probably the grandest and
noblest to be found iii the language, is that in which St, Patrick is
represented as accepting the crozier staff. the symnbol of hv; mission,
from the sacred biands of the Saviour Ilimself. It occurs in "The
Confession of St. P~atrick." The future apostie, wvhen nearing the end of
bis long noviceship, set out for Rouie to receive the blessing ot the
"'Clief Shepherd of the Saviour's fiock on earth.:' On the way hie
tarried in a sniail "isie to Lerins near but fairer yet, tili then tinseen'
Here lie belieid a manî who because lie "sawv the Son of Man, and took
Himi ini" 'as préserved iii endless youth ; and Patrick, hearing ail the
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