
THlE SENTllR1L OP P0IMPEIT.

WHAT MIRACLES OP DUTY OU GHT NOT CHRIJTAN SOLDIERJ

(General Ambert in 12Univers.)

While visiting the Bourbon Museum at INaples, in c.omi-

pn-ny with some of my friends, on proceeding into the Hall
No. 2, my ieft arrn louehed by chance a complote suit, 4t ar-

mour, placed near the entrance. There immediately issued
from the fi!?urie sotinds similar to those prQduceed by a. rigid.
body striking against the metal. Takçen by surprise, and
Reeking to comprehend the c.ause of this phenomonon. my
comp)anions stopped before the armnor, whiuh appeared n o.
inuch worthy of notice, except from its antiquity. lleavy
aud withôut ornament, it had evidently belongred to, a simpler
soldier. The poirt of ilhe lance remained resting near the
8otilder», aut the wvood had been eaten away by time. After a
few moments' hesitation, a Neapolitan ýapproachod 11-, and
Said, Il~ies it is the son tinel of Pompcoii." These wvords
excited our duriosit.y: xve proceeded to interrogate our infor-
maint, who statcd that the suit of armor in question eneloseçi
the skçeleton of a soldier xvho wvas on sentry beforo the body-
guard of~ the Roman cetrobtPompeli, in the 79th year
of the Christian ora. At the least shocek, the bone.,, of t.hg
slkeleton are put in motion, and strike a.gainst the metal-
hence proceeded the noise that had arrested our attention.

lRegarding now with nteczt that old suit of ai-mor-, we
thougrht of the sýoldier whose bones iL confained. Withoutdoubt
ho had been placed at bis post the 23rd November, 79, the first
year of the reign of Titus. The, wcather was magnificent, the
Sun glowing in aý cloudicess heaven, and the inhabitants, joyous
and. ti'anquil, were occupied wvith the of~iro comniece or
of pleasure. The sun had passed the meridian, when suddenly
f'earful subterranean noises were heard in the direction of
Veý;uvjus. Torrents oU flame a,ýnd enormous masses o rock
leaped high into the air, and the crater commencoci to belch
forth from its horrid niouth den.qe clouds of ashes and hurn-
iugr lava, which in a short tirne duried the neigh boring towns.


