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bistory of the wivord shows, thiat a nation tiever struggles s0 valiantiy for its
liberties as wvlien its liberties are best understood ; tittt a 1peoffle never inake
so vigor-ous a stand for tîteir ijamiiuities, as -whenl tiley are deentled iinost valui-
abie. Au eduieatedl, refiued people best uiuderstaid thecir riglits, andi we bave
yet 10 iearn, they wvîll not figlbt ail the more determiniedr to preserve tbcml.
By parit-y of reasoning, iieh iutaini liat iiterary ealttirc is flot co11m»dibk
with the vigroyous prosecutioni of' the professions. Thiat. iiterary Statesieni.
(for statesmanship is a profession), iiîerary Lawyer-s. iiterary Doctors and
literary Divines are either miotintebaiiks, or fitil tàrl below their brethrcn iii
flie salie Profession, xvho devote thecir attention exchisivelv bo their avoca-
lions ? Sudei au argument ib based up)on fit1se premnises or is inilerrcd fronti
Iîastily formied or sweeping generali zat ions, that will nlot bear tlle test of eriti-
cal examiiination. 1We think we can prove thcoretically, as mrcll as praetic.ally,
flhat the culltivat ion of'literature iýs not only not incompatible w~itii Ille sce
fui proseution of' a profe~ssion, but is, instead of an implledieiit, au aid to
professional excellence. Becaube, oecasionaliy, one miakes a Eahilure in his
profession, if lic be of a litcrary hîru of mind, this docs not; prove the converse
of our- position. A groeer mnay go stark iad on literatutre and negicet ]lis
cuistorners; a salesmnan, bis yard-stick ; and a mnerehiant, bis ledger; yet thieir
faihîires do flot 1)i'ovu lte rule. Thieir want of success nmay be atîributable to
the sanie causes tiat retarded lie ,.tlvinceiienit of' Mr. Mia'eone of
Dickens' niost irrep)re.5sible characters, iviho -%vas lever so buisv as wlien en-
gaged in whlat did not pertain to biis business, and neyer so happyl)j a-, wlen
wvorking for what wotuld flot briing biîni aniy remuncration MNr. i(iavbcr's
literary taiste, or its etidînre, did flot operate against bis sueccs-s in life. 1So
xve fmnd ail trades, ill callings aad ail professions, represenited by its Mic-aw-
bers. who, for tuie very saine causes, that kept Ilheir illustrions p)rototyple iii
the bacekground, w'ill always be laggards in the great struggçle. of' life. The
mind posse abnost ani infinîte iiuxuiber of capabilities, and if any particit-
lar one, or set of' tlmemi, be exercised or euitivated to thc exellt-ion of the
others', those not eultivated xviii gradiually lose their native force and cnergy
so, in the end, instead of a robuist, Nvcll dcveioped intellect, xve xvili sec an
abnormal, disproi)ortioned one, incapable of accomiplishing- so inneh or of put-
ting forth the ,aine! ioxvers, as if ail hiad been equally cultivatedl. We sec
titis exeniplificd in nnnîiberless instances. One may so iar cuitivate lis imnagi-
nation as fbrever to rev cin iiireal, ftinciful scenes, and lias quiite itteapti-
vitale imiiself for tlic duil, anpoctie duties of' every day lifèe ; or lie liiay SO
exereise bis miemory, as to unfit Iimiself for the fre6 use of biis rcasoning-
poxcrs ; or lie n-ay s0 fat' piay the role of the Orator, as to lose ail vigor of'
tbougblt, or becoilie too deep a titinker Io bo ait cloquent sp)eaker. 1'Te. ohi
Latin adage-in giedio tulissimus ibis-best illustrates te prinviple 1 seek 10
dedaice, thiat is to say, the nlecessity of ,mn uniform exereise, aîs fiar as ]possible,
of ail the faciilties of the iimid. For titis alone (an iinsare a we'li devciopcd(,
iealthy, vigorous intellect. Oume lftiilty so operates upon another as 10 afford
mutîtal assýistatice ; so wlhei aIl are cquilv deveiopcd, a -rci>per force or
powver of concentration is attaincd, and consequently greater mental m-omieni-
tM, if suic)i a figure be allowvable, is effece d. So foliowingý mit the anailogy,
if an individual dcx ote ]lis attention exclusivciy to one brandici of study, or Io
onc pairtictilat' profession or callinig, to the niegIcct of ail otîter studies, lic be-
cornes ai man of one idea an<l fails to grasp die gr-and i)rin(cipIes that underlie
ail studliesýz, all arts and ail sciences. -Whiie lic Whlo takes ini a -%Vider range
of studies, aud views tlic vast doinain of îiiougbt from a loîtier stand poinit.


