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completc. In tUic meantime, as the topmost Stone
hiad been placeti with reioicing on evcry side of
IlGrace, grace tinte it,» the Session concluded it n'as
trne ta niake the neccssary'arrangemenis for opening
services, and, as already noted, the ie ixed %vas tic
first Sabbatlî of Marclf (MLi inst.). Tiien, amid the
many principals, professors, doctors and ministers, a
selection must bc made for tic apcning services.
This clid not occupy înuch timc, liowever. The first
riane suggcstcd n'as the ane chosen, and the cliaice
proved equal to evcry anticipation. Rcv. J. K. Smithî,
of Gait, Mioderator of our General Assenibly, ane of
the miost succcssful and popular ministers of our
Churcli, wvas chosen. On Saturday aftertioon and
evcning it commenced ta Stormi, anti on Sabbath
morning the roadb and streets wcere fillcd with the
be.tutiful snow. At an carly haurt however, the people
camne traniping thraugh the deep snow, and into the
churcli, tinti additional seats and chairs were brought
into requisition, ta accamînadate the î'ast audience.
A very piensing part of the npening service %vas Uhc
attenclance of Rcv. William Hall, MI.A., nîinistcr of
Grace Methodîst Churcli, and alnîost the entire con-
gregation, their service having been cancelled in the
înorning for this purposc. Thîis speaks n'ell for the
harmony and gaod feeling existing for many long
ycars hetween the tivo congrcgations, proving their
Chiristianity ta be not inercly ane in naine, but a
living reality. l By their fruits ye shaîl know tliemY.
Rev. J. K. Smith, aftcr the singing of the grand aId
iooth Psalm, coitaining se much food for the soul, and
used at the opening cf thousands of churches ini this
and other lands, chose for his text in the nîorning,
Luke XXii. 27, last clause : "lBut 1 arn among you as
hie that serveth." In the evening bis text was
Romans x. 4 " lFor Christ is thxe end of the law for
righteousness ta every ane that believeth.Y

We need lîardly say ta your readers wvho know aur
venerable Moderator, that both sermons %vere very
impressive, full of the very niarrow of the Gospel,
earnestly listened ta, and very highly appreciated.
May their fruit be scen flot many days hence. Next
Sabbath being aur comîmunion season, in the after-
noon, a mass meeting of the two Sabbath schools,
Methodist and Preshyterian, n'as held, at which 'Mr.
George Gillies, Session clerk, and superintendent of
St. Andrew's Church Sabbatb Sciool, presided. la-
tcresting addrcsses were given by Mr. P>eter Reid,
superintendent af Grace Methadist Sabbath School,
Rev. William Hall, M.A., pastor of Grace Metbodist
Church, Rev. H. Gracey, aur own beloved pastar, and
Rev. J. K. Smith, Moderator, interspersed with admir-
ably selected Gospel hymns, led by NI r. McNaughton,
anc of aur eiders, and Miss Mitchell, organisî. The
three services n-ere eminently and highly s-accessful
in every sense cf the word ; and Sabbath, 6th of
Mlarch, ivill long bc remembered as a red-letter day
in Gananoque, and particularly by those n-ho took,
part in the services at the opening of St. Andrew's
Churcli. The collections, marning and evening,
amounted ta $2î5.o6. On Monday evening one of
Uie most successful tea meetings ever attended was
held. Over 6oo were waited upon, and servad with
refreshments in the lecture room, n'hich would have
been a credit ta a first-class hotel or restaurant. As
each table 'vas served, its occupants filed ia the
church, where knowing glances n'ere exchanged of
undoubted satisfaction, pleasure and admiration, as
they found themselves scatedl s0 comfortably in the
beautifully enlarged church-in the apprapriate
words of the Moderator, Rev. J. K. Smith, Il a gem cf
neatness and good taste, a credit ta cither of our large
cities, Toronto or Montreal." Rev. H. Gracey,
pastor of the church, called Mr. George Gillies ta tie
chair, and a most interesting programme ivas pre-
seated, consisting of admirable addresses by Rev.
Mr. Pyke, Rev. William Hall, bis Honor Judge
Macdonald, Rcv. E. B Millard, cf Lansdowne, Rev.
H. Graccy, pastor, and Rev. Dr. Grant, of Queen's
College, Kingston. Judge Macdonald carried the
audience back ta the year 185 and it n'as most
amnusing when he called upon thase present who
witnessed the first opening in 185 ta manifest the
saine by standing up. 0f course thc unmarried
ladies and grave bachelors were not going ta give
themselves away by even the persuasive eloquence of
tie learned judge. About forty staod up, however,
which is a goodly number, and speakts volumes foi-
the healthy atmosphere af the-place. ,

On Tuesday cvening a grand social gathering cf-

the clîildreîî was held, and aver 400 n-erc serv'ed waitl
abundance of tic very best of refre-Ilimients iii the
lecture moont, and tlieil ail rcpaired ta the church,
wlîerc Air. George Gillie, superintendent of the Sab-
bath Sclîools, presided. A most intcrcstîng pro.
grammie n-as presented, consisting cf recitatians,
dialogues, duets, solos, Sabbath school hymns, by the
entirc gathcring, etc., enjoyed alike by aId and young.

[t %vas announced an S-abballî ihat, an Thursclay
evening, a caîiimittec appainted by the Session ta
allocate seats woulcl be glad pa meet the applicants
for sittings A very large nuinber %were prescrnt, and
the need for enlargement iffording addit ional se atîng
accommodation could not be more effectively c% in;-cd
than it %vas in the cager an\iety and rush for scats on
the part cf tlîosc prescrit. Alimost every seat tvas
aliocated, and net a fen' of the proininent lending
meînbers of tie Cbiurch, who geiierous1j and tinsci.
islîly nhloved others ta suvplant îliem, nili finc i

vcry difficuli ta secure accommnodation equal ta whlat
they enjoyed'before the enlargeient.

Our position at prescrnt is abouit tlîe sanie anîcunt
cf floating debt uncovered that we had befnre these
impraveinents were thaught of or nmalle. Tlîanks ta
the Giver of aIl good, n-li does for tIS excecdîng
abundantly .'bovc ail that we tan ask, oi think, N-c
have aur beautitul large commodious churth up.
liolstered throughout, frescocd -aIls and ceilings, ats
aisies laid witli cocoa rnatting, and, tlîanks to une aI
aur generous public-spirited menitherb, Mr. WValton,
cf the Gananoqtîe Carniage Comnpany, lighted %vitli
electric light, and last thaugh not least, we ha,.e an
earnest, faithfül pastor, greatly beloved by aIl tîte
people, and admired for bis ainable qualities cf hcad
and heart, outside as %vell as inside the congregatian.
May it be bis privilege ta say cf bis flock : IlHappy,
yea thi-ice happy, is tîtat people n-hase God is thc
Lord ;» and may the glory of the Lord fill this boause
as it did the temple cf old, and the light of the glwrious
Gospel of Jesus Christ shine into cvery heart assemi-
bled n'ithi s n-aIls. May it be ivritten of it in ages
ta came - lThîis c and tlîat ane ivas born in her ~"
and Iîîay the power cf the H ighest establish it. To
every Chiurch ta aur Dominion, struggiing it nîal be
uimier a smail burden of debt, if your Church homîîe is
only upan the aicrage tbrce-fourths filled, wc say
heartily . "'Go tlîou, and do likewise." liours sin-
ccrely. El.ot.R.

Gananoqve, Mr/ i

REPL Y TO "i>RESB)YTER."

MR. EDI)TOt,-Will vou kindly give mne space for
brief reply ta certain strîctures Nvhich "Presbyterl'
bas recently madie on my articles on the Polity of the
Presbyterian Clîurclî ; I could wish that IlPreshyter "
ivas more distinct in the objzctions iwhîch he niakes,
as n-cIl as more lucici in definîng the opinion or thcory
which he hinmself lîalds regarding the eldership. He
states Il that the attempt ta extract tiva classes of offi-
cer-s, sa distinct froin ane another, out cf the word
Presbyter bas.led only ta confusion in otlier lîands
than bis," i.e., mine. Thi 'igh 1 have carefully exa-
mined the ingenicus reasoning cf Principal Camp-
bell and others resperting the proper interpretation
of the crucial passage, i Timotiiy v. 17, 1 -lm cani-
pellid ta adherc ta the vien' that under the commnio
designation of #5rcsby er there are here included
eiders ar presbyters îvho ;uled, and prcsbyters
n-ha Iaboured in Ilthe Word and doctrine," or Il in
speaking and teaching." Afier a critical examinaUaon
of the passage before us, Alford adds : IlTherefore
the preaching cf the Word n'as flot the office cf ail
the j>resbutcriei." The reaîarks cf Canybeare and
Hon-son are these: «" TC find frai-t ibis passage that
tiiere werc still sanie presbuleroi n-ho n-erc net didas-
kaloi, i.e., n-ha did nat pet-fatm the office of public
instruction in the cangrcgation." Great value is ta bc
attached ta the opinions cf those Anglican scholars,
because they cannat be accuscd of having aîîy undue
affection for Presbytcrianîsm. " Presbyter " is pet-
haps flot an-are that in the Second Book of Discipline
which ivas agreed upon in the General Assembly cf
the Church cf Scotland in 1578, the vicn-s n-hidi 1
have advanced reccived this corroborat;on (chapter
vi.). tIThe n-aid eldar in the Scripture sumetymie is
the name afage, sumnetyme cf ciice. Wlien itis the
namne cf ant office, sunietymne it is taken largeiy, coin-
preheîîding ais %*cill the pastors and doctors, or
theni nho are callit seniorso ci-eders. . . . The
eldcrschip is a spiritual) funiction, as is the ministrie.

... It is flot necessary that aIl eiders be aiso
tcichars af the Word ; aibeit, the chief aucht ta be

sic, and sîva ar %vorthie of double bonour." IlPres-
byter" I makes a citation which 1 aiso made fromn
the Fat-m af Chut-ch Governnîent that n'as adopted
by the Wecstmiinster Assembly. One of tlîe conclu-
sioî-s n-hici lie dran-s froni that citation is ta the
etTect Il tat tie WVestmninster Assenibly did nlot be-
lieve that presbyler is tlie tîtle cf an office distinct
fvoiiî tlîat oif the clergymian or p.tstor." Had I'res-
byter" rmail the section in the Forni of Church Gov-
errnient nîitl the lieading IlPastors," he would have
found tiiese n-orls. " llie office of the eider (that is,the
pastor) is ta pray for the sick," etc. IlPresbyter " and
1 agrec in belîevîng thu.t eiders, in the common ac-
Leptation af Uic terni ta oatr l'rsbyterian Cliurches,
are aneant by the cancluding n'ords cf the citation ta
%îhidi reference lias been alrcady nmade-"l Whiciî
officers Reforiiicd Churches commonly called. aiders.'
l'he ivords, -the office cf tlîe eider (that is, the pas-
îarj, clearly refute tue statemnt cf IlPresbyte-,"
sliowîing, as tlîey do, titat according ta the 'Wesimin-
ster Assembly the designation, eider or presbyter, is
applicable ta p:tstors as n-cIl as ta eiders.

,, reshyter nîisteprcscnts me, unintentionally 1
suppose, %%licn lie stattes that 1 tliink " tic eiders have
no rîglît ta tlîe lecuiar funictions of the mînîster." 1
%%as mierciy dcaiîng %wîth tlie n-eIl-knoivn practice cf
aur Pjresbyterian C-hurdi,%,niich, as cvery onc is an-are,
is what 1 represented it ta be. Holding the views
îîhîch 1 dIo regardîng the scriptural import cf eider, 1
%% uuld naturalhy incline to an opinion enîtirely diffeèrent
froni the ane n-hicli IlPresbyter " assignis ta me.

MNy interpretation of i Tîmothy v. 17 is, acccrdîag
ta I "Pîebbyter," Ilob-iously at vaîiance with the prin-.
cipie and logical cansisicncy cf the extract from the
1Forin cf Gaverament."' It is clear, as 1 have
slîown above, that the case is entirely atherwise, for
the interpretation for n-hich 1 contend is invotved in
the tact thiat, acccrding ta the WVestminster Assembly,
the eider is the pastur, and the eider is the officer who
is coiîmonly known by that nain in the Retformed
Churches. And whlat îs mare, the Act of thie General
Assembly cf thc Chut-ch of Scetland inl 1645, regard-
ing the Ferai af Church <iovermmt bas a clause ta
thie effect Ilthat tlîîs act be no n-ays prejudicial ta the
furîlier discussion and examînation cf that article
îvhich holds forth that the doctor or teacher bath
pow-er cf the administration of the sacrament as well
as tlie pastor . . . but that it shahl be fi-te ta de-
baie and dîscuss these points, as Gcd shahl be pleased
ta gîve further lîght.»

1 am a: a lass ta understand an what ground "lP-es'
byter " lias choseîî ta state that certain presbyttrs,
as 1 suppose, "ln-ho -,Aene chosea for their ability ta
teacli, n-et-c fouîîd on triai net te be possessed cf the
faculty of elocution." The eiders n-ho were ordained
in the Churches n-hich n-et-e founded by the apostîts

-et-e on ternis o! exact equality. Is it nlot natural ta
cuýnclude that, afier congregatîcas liait beca fairly
organized, and after facilîties which could not at fit-st
be obtained had beconît avaîlable in the way cf
gtlining a larger and more accurate knon'ledge of the
Word of Gcd and particularly cf the Gospel, the
prepriety %vould suggest itself of confining the ivo.k
cf instruction and preaching on a large measure ta
presbyters n-ha, by their talents and education, were
best fitted for iliat particular work ?

Ia iny reference ta i Cor. xii. 28, and particularly
ta the ternis helps, goverainients, 1 refrained on the
grcund thtat these ternis are too vague and general,
fi-cm seeking ta extract fi-cm theni any special argu-
ment in favour cf the eldership. Aiford indeed is of
opinion that by governmeat is meant "la higher de-
partment-that cf the presbyters ci- bishops-the
dirctîion of the various Churches."

1 an% afraid that 1 have faihedl to understand the
particular purpose %vhich IlPresbyter » meant ta serve
by bis reference ta the Evangelical Armenian Cht-ch.
If he regards the ivords Church Session as identical
n-ith the Session in Presbyterian Chut-ches, then
it is surcly a nove) doctrine that pastors and deacons
forn a Church Session, particularly n-hen it is borne
in mind that the normal functions of eiders at-e in-
separably associatcd îvith the Session cf which they
are members.

IlThe Scripture doth hala out deacuns as distinct
officers; in the Chut-cii, n-hase office il prpetual, ta
n-hase office beîongs flot ta pt-cd the Word or ail-
minister the sacrament, but ta take special taxre in
distributing ta the necessities of the poor.Y This ex-
tract from the Fat-m cf Chut-ch Gavet-ninent, ta which
IlPresbytcr " attaches so much importance, dots flot
bear out the inférence which he draws fi-cm the Ian-s
orgpiactice cf the Evangeliri' Atmtenian Chut-ch.

Cornsal, M1arch ;7, r887. NEIL MAcNisa.


