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SOUE AUTUMN 2WOUGHTS IN PLAIN

UV KNOXONIAN.

Nat beiug ambitiaus ta iurnish autumun poeti-y for
any body's waste.basket, we put aur essay an autumu
lu plain pi-e. Vie may be wrong, but we have au
Ides that plain prose lu tht ccutributor's colurnu dots
more gond than bad pDetry lu a waste.basket. Same
people wauld perbapa pi-cicr writiug for the waste.
basket lu poetry ta writing for their joutrnal lu prose,
but that is nat aur way ofithinking. There is neither
gain nar glory lu baviug oue's verses put iat a waste.
basket. Tht litera-y companlouships ai a traste.
basket are net gond.

Autumu lu Ontaria la lu mauy respegts aur iîîast
pleasaut seasen. Octaber is oui- iast enjoyable
moutlu. A i-un tht-ough ay liai-t ai Ontario lu Octa-
ber is a rare (i-est. Tht trees, %qhcther in archuard
or wood, are mare beautifual than ln spring. There
may be less ta suggeai bapotitîness, but thîls lack la
mare than atnned foi- by tht iufiuite i-arity af tint.
Any man wbo eaus takre a i-un tbrough Braut, or
Oxford, or Perth, or Waterloo, ar Halton, ai- Peel,
or York, oi- Ontaria,.or anv oi oui- aider ceuntica iu
October, trithout being moved ta admiration bas a
amaîl seul. He is but eue remove trams tht catt
seca tctding iu these lacalities, sud perliapa not netar-
1; sa useful as some ai them. October la eue ai tht -
best manths iu tht yeai- for a holiday. A man who
bas Octabor sud $200, or even $soee, eau take s capi.
tal holiday trithout going off this continent, or even
eut ofithis Dominion.

lu tht lite af every gond man who ]ves te his
tbriesco-o and ten there la an autumu. %Vhei-t it be.
gins or ends you cannai exactly say, but every body
knows what you mesu wbciî you say about auy given
inu that bc is lu tht autumu ai lite. Oue cannt
namne aay day in September and say sutumn began
an that day, nar cars you name auy Vcar lu a man's
life sud say hisautumnbegauîn tbut year. %Vc know
wben tht sutumu ai the year bas tully camte, and (bei-t
art many aigus wiîich tell us %"then the autumu oi lite
has came.

A gond man should ho ut bis very best lu tha
autumu o ai te. Autumu la the truit-besring seasons
in humait 111e as troîl as lu nature. A Christiau man
should bc more useful, mort iufluential toi- gond,
mare ci a blessing ta bla Church sud ta society lu tht
sutumu ai lite than he bas ever beau befere. He
bas ail bis past exporituce ta guide bim ; be bas that
faculty for dealing whih men witb tht minimum afufri-
tion which eau be acquired only by practice ; be bas
the wisdam wbich years usuaîly give ta evcry man
who wauts it ; be bas a vasi ameunt ai usetui know-
ledgc picked up by tht way ; and,-better than ail, lue
bas, or auglît ta have, mai-e gi-se than be passessed
at any previaus period ai bis life. His autumu
should bc by far- bis best time. If s man ia nat s
botÏer Christian in tht aurumu af lite than he was lu
lift's spring and summer, it mnay well ho doubted whe-
ther be lsa Chr-istian at ail. If he lias nlot more sens.
lna utumu than he bad lu bis tsi-lier yeais, (bei-e la
gi-est fear that bce may neyai- have any sense. There
is n hope for a foal at sixty.

Perbaps the finest thing about thc aurumu ai Ile is
its mellowness. The mellow ckai-actei l no langer
bard-no, longer bai-ah, no langer saur, no longer
grce. A man iu thar stage docs nat t-y tada every.
0bing by force. Ht dots not ry te make drunkards
seller by abuse, noi- ta couvert Catholies wirh a club.
Ht kuows that you neyer make a lîquor seller botter
.,y cailing hlm; bard naines, nor turu a Catbolic iutoa
Protestant by bi-eaking bis skull. A. pi-cacher lu tht
mellow stage neyer cansigris men te tverlastiug per-
dition lu a tant of voice as destiture cf feeling as tht
trses ai an auctioneti-. Tht autumrn et lite brlngs
mellowntsa lu tht case ai tver- good mari, and
meiletrucas ai chai-acter mens inaderatian, cbariry,
kinduesa, patienze aud mauy other qualities tluat makè
chai-acter loecly.

Men in the autumu of lite ai-cas a rule rle safest
men ta do business with.

A dactor in the autumu et lite is net vcry likeTy te
give you bei-oic (i-carment unless yaur case is rcaily
bad. Ht kuotri (bat Ilh'î-se doses" shake up the
systerit terribly. He nurses nature, belpa nature and
qetu loti tirrougl Ri easly ais is çompatUbbe Yif1r

safety. Ail yaung doctars dan't give Ilharst doses »
by any means. Many of thers are careful; prudent,
fine tellows, who treat their patients with great care
and skill. Some ofithe old ont%, even lu the autumn
pcriod, give very strong powders for very slight ali-
ments. But stili thae gencrai i-uIc remains truc that
a gond physician ln the autumu ai lire givea as few
l"horse doses"I as he caus lic!p, especiaily ta weak Iseo.
pie nnd childi-en.

A good lawyer,-in the autumu of lire, la very careful
about advising people ta go jutalawsuits. He knaws
by long experience that litigation is slow, tedious, ex.
pensive and terribly unccrtain. A yoting lawyer,
brimful of fight, and anxious for promotion, may not
always bc sa careful.

A statesmasn iu the autumuit ai lufe, ifa gond man,
always becomes more moderate in bis opinions and
feelings. He bas lived long enougli ta sec that there
are gond men, patriotic ruen, ou bath sîdes. He has
aiso round out that there are èselfish schcmers, pinch-
beck patriats, bowling hypocrites, aud a few% thieves
on bath sides. A young mian starting out iu public
lire is apt ta suppose that ail the gond men are on lus
own side and al] the bad anti on the orher. Whens
be cornes ta the autumu ai lire he knows better, aud
becomes more moderate ln bis feelings aud opinians.

A business rman in the autumn ai lufe bas uçually
saine marked qualities. He is nlot very apt ta enter
inta wild cat speculations. He doesn't sue half as
quickiy as a young man. In tact be neyer sues at aIl
if he caus get bis own iu any reasanable way. As a
i-uic, it la niuch caier ta do business witb a man ln
the autumn ai 111e than at aay other period. He is
more reasonabie, mare sensible, mare kiudly, and
dots not believe so much in force as bie did wbens
young.

A past'-r in the autumu of lite sbauld bc at bis veryl
best. Ithe bas kept upliis readingheés at bis best.
Having cblîdren ai bis own, lie knows boiter bow ta
deal witb the ycuung ai bis floclc. Having lot some
ai bis awn, be cars sympathize with others wheu simi.
larly bereaved. If he bas beon a god student and
bas hall the discipline ai the peus, ttc sbould preach
botter la tht autumu ni life than at auy other time.
lus sermons will be mare mellaw. He inay preacb
less about bell than lie once did, but be will preach
mare about tht cross. lus ser-mans will be mare
sympathetic, mare helpful, mare usetul than tbey ever
were. H-is prayers wiII be the bet part ofluis service.
Thero is natbiug that shows tht spiritual growth ai a
minister or any other Christian so much as bis
prayers.

Reader, areyou iu tht autumu ai lire ? If so, are
you beller than you were at any former period? Have
yau cutgrawu ail bai-dnes; harsbness, sourness,
bitcrness ? Have you that melnwness ai chai-acter
whîch should caine in autumu and whicb, wbile it
adai-us the passessar, is a benedictian ta ail airound
him? bIfnat, wbynot?

R.4ffBLES 4MlONGS2T SWJISS iYIiLS.
A WEEK IN TUE JURA.

rourists seldom make any stay lu tht jura. Tbey
are tht fl-st bills they meet un eutoriug Switzerlaud
tram tht west ; and nana ai them are bigb enuuh ta
endange 111e lu tht ascent. Swiss tauriststhertiore,
may pass; through tht range by train aud admire tht
scenery ; but hui-ry au ta tht giaut maunstains af tht
Bernese Obex-iand, or tht lotty bills south af the
Rhone VIallty, and finish their Swiss tour by a basty
visit ta Chamounil and a look ait Mont Blanc, Iltht
monarch ai mourstaints» and sorte afitIs xuigbbours
in French Savoy. This is a inistake; for thero la
much in tht jura wbich would repay a delay amidst
its peaceful valîcys and dlean, pretty and iudustri-
ous villages. 1 bave mac4e soveral visits ta this
part af Switzerland - the last at the begiuuing
ai this monh-aud each timo I discovered new
beauties and physicalfeatures peculiar ta tht jura;-
met many picasant aud intelligent people, and always
recelved thé greatest kindness anud hospitaiity.

1 will uuow state a tew fact3, taken at randaqt fi-rn
my natebook, whîch may interest samte ai your rend-
Mz-, aud perbaps induce some af them, on their next

visir, ta spend a day or twa lucre, wlucre tbey wii fiud
far- mao comfort, at much less expeisse, thaïs lu the
over-crawded battIs ta wbich they too olten resort
Grand àcen"r, to, is alto ta be io4ud here, "s a ride
byr traitt ftoqt »ýe tas 413qun ai4 1çqçb$#el thýou li

the Mllnster.Thal-ln French, Val Moutier,-"provca.
It consista ai a succerision of defiles and narraw- gar.
ges of marveilous beauty, white the broader basins
are eullvened by nieadaws, milîs and factories. It la
certalnly the graudear valley lu tht whale jura range.
Again, the route front Neuchâttel ta Pontarlier thraudh
the Val de Travers, la full ai picturesque sceucry, af
wbich glinmpseca eau habrt an bath aides ai tht
railway. It was in this nelgbbourhood 1 apeut a few
days recently, aud what iailows lias special reference
ta it.

EXQUISITE FORMS (IF VEOETrAOEE ç1FR
1 bave alrcady referred ta tht valîcys as being

peacetul ; they are aise iruitiui and full of industries
ai &Il kinds; and lu the seasan flawers ai-e fauund lu
the greatest profusian. Tht eye la cbarmed lu laak.
tug upon filds ai anemanes, gentiaus, orchids nnd'
thausanda cispecits oicvery varletyoaicalaur. And
bei-e Iet me interpolate a icw sentences, ta Sav that
no cauntry in Europe offiers ta tht taurist mare ex.
quisiteformsaivegetablelire than Swiîzerlaud. Evezn
la tht mast eievated regions, clase ta tht abode oi
porpetual ;snow, art loveiy harebolis, primi-oses, saxi.
friges and numbers of tiny, deicate plaets and flow.
era wbicb flaurish in the very drip ai the glacier 1
lighting up the utost droary solitudes with their
bi-illiaut colours, sa that ane is inclined ta addrcss
them in tht language ai tht pool, aud ask:

Meek dwellcrs 'iid von terrrstriccen clltTs,
Wlth brows sa pure, and lncense-breathing lips,
WVbcnce are ye ? Dld tome whe.winged messenger,
On Mercy's aui-sian, trust yaur tiuiid germ
To the cold cmadie af eternal snows;
Or, breatliing ou tht callaus ielclcs,
Bld them with tear.drops nurse thee?

The characteristie flawers ai Switzerland are tht
rhododendron, called bei-e the Alpine rose, and the
edelweiss. Tht former is abundaut and grows at
lesser heights, s0 (bat every scbool boy you meei
carnies a bunch au bis alpenstock. And yct there la
scarceIý auy plant wbicb, when pulied, s0 soan bas
its boauty. Witb surprisîng spoed, ir changes its
clear transparent purple.gold inta a biuish (luge, s0
that no one bas setu Alpine roses lu their tull splen-.
deur, wboc bas net sccu them bloomiug an tht slopes
af the rock. Tht latter is rarer, graws lu mare la.
.accessible places, and is stili mare beauritul. Truc,
apecimeus of it, with its tender star-shaped flowers,
stretched and monuted au cards toi- sale, may be
scen lu every town. But tht plant iu its natural state
is only ta bo taund airer climibing dangeraus rocks,
and tht exporiaient la uat unattended with occasional
loss of life. NIr. John BaIl, whoie passion for meurt-
tain sceue-y la well knnwu, a passion wblch led hlm
tram bis youth ta pass mast cf i l 1e lu maunstainous
caunsries, bas written much ou tht Roi-a ai tht Alps.
lu anc ai bis zùemairs lie says that tht regian con-
tains «2,oto species, divided into 523 gencra, included
lu 96 natural orders. Iu addition there ai-e reckoued
no less than 335 sub-spccics-fain-s closely allied ta
recognircd species, but distinguished by différences
mare permanent sud-botter markcd than those which
characterize tht so-called viiietits. Noanec au visit
lu spring an Alpine valiey, whcn the flowcrs ai-e in
full binons, without again sud again saying with
Kebie:

Relics ye are of Edeu's bowers,
As pure, as fi-agi-unt, and as [air,

As wbeu ye cruwa'd the sunshine hauts
Of happy wanderers there.

FERTILE COUNTRIES AND RICHI PLAINS
affer no sigbts te bc compared wirli tht pictures pi-e.
seured amougst.tbesc bills ln tht jura. Rich vintage
and abundant barvests have nlot the ane chaim ci-
attraction for tht tatriat. Nor do the inhabiaîiîs cf
such coutitries became attached ta them s0 strougly
as do those bai-n in higher rcgiaits. Neirber tht
length of tht wiuter, uci- ter isolation, uer the
srerllity of these uplands, lesseus tht love of thet mou:u.
taluter for bis native hbis. As Alcestes says cf Celi-
mènes, they Say of their country: IlSa grate est la
plus forte." Aud yet 1 was told th2t tht number cf
bouses, sud'consequen2tK of

.INHABITAMT ARE DIMINISHINO
yearly upan the bigber plateaus aif the Jura. Dtep
thougb the lave of the niauntaineer hoe for bis ruggeci
bills and rude climat;, it la beinusing ta give way
be(are tht trains and exigencits af the pi-esetut epocli.
Formerly the people trore satisiied with liut.-a coýv
a fild of bailey, a garder% p;antcd with cabbage sud
"ottac, a i-ltie hiouest"ad, sufficesd for tht netds cf-
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