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THE attendance at the fourth of the serics of Mon-
day Papular Concerts in the Pavilion, Toronto, was
remarkably good. In addition to the brilliant rendi
tion by the quartette of selections from the works of
Mendelssohn, Schumann and Beethoven, the chief
attractions were the testeful and masterly perform-
ances of Mr. Martin as a pianist and the charming
singing of Madame Tanner.

IT has bHeen agreed to recommend that the Rev
Dr. Cunningham, Cricff, be Moderator of the next
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. Ata
private mecting of the Free Church Commission re-
cently held, the Rev. Dr Alexander N. Somerville,
Anderson Church, Glasgow, was, on the motion of
Principal Rainy, scconded by Dr. Adam, unanimously
nominated for the Moderator’s chair in succession to
Principal Brown, Aberdeen.  Among the names sub
mitted at a private mceting held prior to the Com-
mission was that of Dr. Rainy, but he declined the
honour.

IN response to a numcrously sigred requisition,
Mr. W. H. Howland has entered the hists as a can-
didate for the Mayoralty of Toronto. Last weeka
Iarge and enthusiastic meeting was held in Shaftes-
bury Hall,at which he made a frank, vigorous and
teliing spcech. He disavowed political partisanship,
while at the same time he stated that he was an up-
holder of Protection, which a great many people,
not conspicuous for stupidity, believe to be a huge
economic fallacy. He also explained that in Ontario
politics he was one of Mr. Mowat’s best friends. One
thing can be depended on, Mr. Howland, if elected
Mayor, wili insist on the strict enforcement of the laws
relating to the sale of liquor

THE last little war in which Great Britain felt it her
duty to engage has been short, sharp and decisive.
The Burmese campaign has been an unchecked march
to Mandalay and complete victory. Annexation of
Upper Burmah will soon follow. It is open to doubt
whether the war was absolutely necessary, but there is
no denying that its results will be highly beneficial
to the conquered province. If Thebaw and his chief
mean are half as black as they have been painted, their
mischievous rule then has come toan end.  The poor
people they so cruelly misgoverned have obtained a
great deliverance and their condition will be much
improved. One purpose will, no doubt, be served by
the war ; a new impetus will be given to missionary
eftort among the Burmese.

IN an article on Expense of Funcrals™ the wlode
justly says. * Could something not be done effectually
in the way of reform? It is a matter for continued
and indignant talk. Mrs. Grundy is apparently too
strong for any who would fain have it otherwise. The
poor, apparently, dare &zt on, Sankly, “We can't
afford these expensive fooleries, and we won't have
them.” The wealthy and well-to-do, on the other
hand, scem resolved to carry their love of foclish dis-
play and tawdry, vulgar extravagance even to the
grave. Is there not as much common-scnse among
us, and moral manhood as well, as will altogether re-
form what in a great nuniber of cases adds a new ter-
ror to death, and sensibly decpens the gloom which
more ordess alvays hangs over the grave?

THE Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, re
presenting the High Church clement of the Church of
England, received $550,193 the past year, with which
it maintained 544 ordained snissienancs,  OFf these,
168 are fabouring in Asia, 135 in Aft.a, scventeen
1n Australia and the Pacific , 197 2 North Amen:a,
twenty-six mn the West Indics, and one in Europe,
There are also in the (arivus tissions of the Souicty
about 1,000 catechists and lay teadhiers, mustly nataives,
and abaut 330 students in the Suucty’s colleges.
Three acwn sees were auded to the number of lushop.
rics w foreign parts—one for Eastern Equatorl
Afnica, one for the southern portion of the dincese of
Athabasca, and one fur QuAppelle.  The northem
purton of Athabasca, eatending into the Arctic Cirde,
remains under the charge of Bishop Bompas, who s
to be known as Bishop of Mackenzie River.

11 ts an cstabhshed fact that the use of the Tomc
Sol-fu musical notation has greatly helped to promote
vocal culture, to simplify the acquisition of musical
knowledge, and to render singing at sight a compar-
atnvely casy acomplishment.  lts aduption in choir
and congregational practice has contributed to the
marked improvement in the congregational service of
praise, observable in several instances.  The success
of the method 13, of course, dependent on the compe-
tency of the teacher. Classes are now being formed
in connection with several of the Toronto congre-
gatons for instruction n the Tonic Sol-fa method.
Mr. A. T. Cringan, a graduate and licentiate of the
London Tonic Sol-fa College, who has taken the high-
est number of marks yet anarded at examinauons in
that institution, undertekes to conduci these classes.
It 1s confidently expected that in lus efiorts he will be
cmunently successful.

SPEAKING of the Belfast Town Mission, an account
of which the Rev. Dr. Hamilton gavein THE CAN DA
PRESBYTERIAN, the Belfast Wetness says The Bel-
fast Town Mission never had a more successful an-
nual meeting than that just held.  Attendance, speak-
ing, report- all were good. There was an carnest,
business-like tone, too, about the whole, which was
most encearaging. It was pleasant to sce Sut James 1.
Corry, in the thuck of a contested election, such as he
is engaged 1n, taking time to occupy the char, and
show his continued interest in the good work. We
do not think that his prospects in East Relfast will
suffer i consequence.  Of course the speesh of the
mecting was Dr. Marshall Lang’s, who certainly more
swo, managed to cram a deal of hard, uscful work o
the few days of his stay in town. His address pro-
duced a decp impression, and we trust the cntne
mecting will matenally help oneof our very best tocat
agencies for good.

THE following senstble address to the people of
Chinton from the ministers of that town, says the
Huron Expositor, shouldbe imitated everywhere . The
nunisters of this town wish to lay befuie the Clinistian
public thewr views on the growing practice of funcrals
on Sunday. They have no wish to curtail anyone's
hiberty how Sunday shalibe vbserved watun the Lty
allowed by Scnpture, custom and laws of the land,
yet they wish very distincfly te capress their conva
uon that funcrals should not be cunduvied on Sundays
except for vbvious causes. Fhey have come to this
conclusion for two reasons . (1) These funerls, with
the necessary attendance and Jabdur, are nut in bar
mony with the sacredness of theeLord's Day. (2, In
many instances they interfeie watle the  pedfoinn
ance of the duutes of the dergyman’s office. ki
15 resolved, therefore, that every cffort be made 1o
prevent such funcrals except when absolutely neces
sary, and that the Chuistian pubiic be ashed hindly to
sustain them in these efforts.

AN editor recently addressed to several clergymen
a quary as to the desirable length of sermons,  The
replics, which were duly published, cannot be said to
settle this vexed question. The Episcopalian, whe
amongst others was asked . “ Do you believe in long
or short sermonsi " replicd . ¥ Short sermuns, by ali

means, less preacling, more praying, more worship.
Mine house shiall be called a ouse of prayer, never n
liouse of preachmg.”  The Piesbytenan rephied,
¢ That the aserage scnnon of the average mimster
had better be thirty minutes long than forty. Sermons
should not be made 1o the yardsuck, for all themes
cannot be handled with the same bresuty.  The
Mcthodist Leliesed in Lioth jong and short sermons.
The Bapust, in a lengthy reply, confessed that for
years he had made this same subject a matter of
special study and observation,  He thus sums up the
results of his eaperience : “ As a rule, the less a man
has to say, the longer he takes to do it. ! am fully
persuaded that, save in very exceptional instances,

whatever clse a sermon 1s about, 1t ought to be about
half an hour. I know men otherwise gifted wko are
fnlures in the mimstry, because they hit the nail on
the head the first time and then keep hammering till
they split the board.” These replies, if they establish
anything, show that sermons should be weighed rather
than measured.

A PRACTICAL lecture on an important subject was
delisered ander the auspices of the Ouawa Y. M.
C. A. last week, by Mr. George Hague, of Montreal.
Mr. James Gibson occupied the chair.  The subject
un which Mr. Hague discoursed was  Economy tn
Personal Expenditure.” The Ottawa Free Press gives
the following summary : He did not think that there
was a young man preseat who started poorer in iife
than he did. Ris father was a tradesman 1n the North
of England, and he, being the eldest, his struggles for
eaistence began early.  Rigid cconomy had to be his
gwding pnnuple in order to help his fanuly. He
watched the career of a aumber of bank clerks who
were with him at the beginning, but who bad no need
to economize apparcntly, and did not do so, and the
result in several cases was disaster.  There were four
things the young man should look forward to : mar-
riage, entrance upor: business, sickness and old age.
Between the ages of fifteen and twenty-five the young
man nceded the least means for expenses. There
were three things for which means were required—
food, lodyging and dress , all clse were luxuries and
could be done without. Men who were thoughtful, rru-
dent and attentive are at a premium by emply,crs.
That was a secret which the lecturer gave for nothing.
Young men should keep an account of their expendi-
ture. It is a good thing to call onc=¢lf to account.
The lecture throughout was a thoughtful, practical,
common-sense talk on the subject which should be
more thought of by youny men.

THE Irdcpendent says tersely and clearly : “Tyn-
dall, the eminent scientist, we believe it is, who has
said that, behind the facts and phenomena of Nature,
there is, and must be, “an Eternal Energy.” Why
not say that there is, and must be, a personal God ?
Why not say that “cvery house is builded by some
man,” and that “he that built all things is God®?
Why not say, with an apostle, that *“the invisible
things of Him from the creation of the world are
clearly scen, bemny understuod by the things that are
made, cven His cternal power and Godhead ”?  Why
not say with Moses, in the Book of Genesis, that *in
the beginning God cieated the heaven and the carth "'z
Why avod the word “God,” and substitute the
phrase * Ecernal Eneryy,” in accounting for the facts
and phenumena that salute aut obsenvation? Why
3"5 saluctance to have a personal God at the head of

1c universe, and as the source of all thingss \Why
so much scientsfic talk about the so-called laws and
furees of Nature, and so little talk about the God to
whom the Bible traces all these lans and furees, alike
in respect tu therr eryin and continuance?  The best
account of things  the one most casily apprenended,
most sat:sfactony to reason, and most useful to the
heart and Life - s that given in the Bible. It bnngs
the soul atonce in contact with the Great Spirit, whose
cxistence, attnbutes and will abundantly explain all
existence, and whose relations and moral character
invite obedience and affection.  We much prefer the
God of the Bible to Tyndall’s “Eternal Energy.” The
former is personal and the latter is not.  The former
is an object for worship and the latter 1s not. The
gospel of “ Eternal Energy " s a very poor gospel for
cither the head or heart of man.



