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AN OLD NBW ENGLAND IVINE.

President Stiles's last years Lod been asbusy as bis catlier
oncs. He bad assisted in formiog an anti.s very society,
and with fourteen others had signed its constitution and he
had published his hisiory of the Three i]udgcs of Charles 1.,
who had fled to America. He wss g ways indignant that
the Epitcopal mini=t.. annually presched in commemoras
tion of the w=ziyrdom of Charles I. *¢If observed at all,”
he sald, ‘‘it ought to be celebrated as an auniversa
of thanksgiving that one nation on earth had so much forti-
tude and public justice as to make a royal tyrant bow to the
sovereignty of the people.” tle wrote wost stately letters
of inquiry to Sir William Jones about the Jewish colony at
Cochin, China, ard a letter of seventy pages quarto to the
Asiatic Society at Calcutta ; hoping thereby * to recover
the original principles of first-derived koowledge.” The
Chronology of the Pentateuch, information about the
ten tribes, whom he belleved still existed, and the discovery
of the original Hebrew coKy ofthe Bible, were subjects of
copstantanxiety to kim. Though naturally delicatejin health,
he indulged in *“antclucane studies,” and, with per and
peacilalways in his pocket, noted down points of observation
and koowledge.

His industry was truly smazing. His Literary Diary of
conversation or reading comprises fifteen quarto volumes,
each volume coemsling of over three hundsed pages. \When
Franklin gave him Fahrenheit’s thermometer he made ob-
servations with it from 1863 till within tivo days of his death,
which ate contained in six quarto volumes. At forty years of
age he began to learn Hebiew and Syriac, and in one year
translated the Psalms, Genesis, and Exodus, read considernble
Arabic, and dipped into the Persic, Coptic, and other
Oricatal languages. He was eager to obtain a map of
the Russizn empire, published xt St. Petersburg, showing
the juaction of the two continents, —a woaderful fact to him
il true. Yc wrc'z a Latin letter to the Jesuit college in
Mexico and to the Greck bishop in Sysia, asking about the
Samaritac Pentateuch.  These enquisies in no way affected
his zeal as a Congregationalist (thetitle of Dissenter he re-
fused, for he was ‘‘upder no obligation to return to
the mother Eoplish church, though jin South Britain he
would have glosted in the name ) ; nor did they lesten his
foresight, 23 when, after the capture of Montreal, he
wrote, * It is probable that in time there will be formed =
Provincial Confederacy aud a Common Council standing on
{ree proviocial suffrage, and this may in time termipate in
an impenal diet, when the impenal dominion will subsist
as it oughtin Election.” Under all his sturdiness shines his
hberalty ** Thanksto God,” hesays, “in cvery denomi-
nation in the church universal I can read of particolar per-
soas and churches, and some clusters of churches eminent
for pioz{ as-well as soundness 1a the fastn.  Wath all these
my soul unites and harmonizes.”

Combined with all these great qualities of wand there was
a curious vanity, which sbowed iwsclf in the minute directions
that he gave for his portrait.  Heis sepersented tna teaching
altitude, one band on his breast, the other holding a Bible.
Behind him are conspicuous certain scatned buoks , around
bim are various emblems, among others that of the 1ntel-
lectual world, In a ceatral glury are the lewers JHYH,
surrounded with three white spots, alsu wepreseating worlde,
The three ascendiog hair lines refer fo the Trinity. The
motto is ** All happy in God ™, “for as there are only two
worlds known *o have revolted, they count as infinitesimal
compared wiih other dominions.” Such cmblems, he
judged, would serve as descrigtive of his mind even if the
portrit did cot correspond with his face.

—Xate Garne Welis, in August Atlantic,

BUSINESS GAMBLING.

It is the fascination of business gambliog that, apparently,
it offers greatet scope to brains than do the oridoary games
of chance.  Operations on 'change require, for aoy degree
of suceess beyond oczasiopal luck, knowledge of corporate
transactions, the accumaolation and co-ordination of other
trustworthy information, and nicety of judgment beyond the
reach of any but the kecnest busivess intellects. And here
again, a3 in the fuliomog of gamoiing systems of Monaco,
oonfidence and knowledge may be danpgerous things.
Nothing but snfair advamiage wins steadily i selling
** long " o1 selling ' sburt o1 dealing v * fotures.’  Of
course, stock exchanges and prodace exchanges are useful
adjuncts of Lonest commerce, and bankers and brokers are
vecessary to the opzrativns of eacbaage. Bat, one year
taken with apother, the true interests of ¢xchange and
bankers and brokers, like the interests of society in general,
will be fuund te lic in the way of real trading. . Ficutious
trading demoralizes commerce with fictitious prices, and is
the cause of extravagance, recklessness, and low business
wmorality When the gambling transactioas exceed the
hooest invesiments more than twenty-fold, as some have
estimated, it is impossible to have 2 sound condition of busi-
vess.  And when stocks sufier, a3 recently, a depreciztion
of over two thorsand millions of dollars mainly beczuse of
grumbling influences, stocks which ate real pro dissipate
only lesy rapidly than those which were mere y ** water,”
and thesefore disappeared like vapor.

Perbaps the most culpable, beczase the most respoasible,
of the men who have stimniated the gambliog wania are the
bankers who supply the capitl with which these transacuons
could Dot be carried through the Exchange andet the guise
of travsfers of stock. These bankers koow very well that
*be busicess would be regarded by them as immorzl zad
vasotnd {f the profits were mol so caplivating. Sad
ne of them te a3 new firm of brokers whose accoaat he was
tsking - **What ever you do, doa’t ‘lay down” on yous
bank “ ;—in other words . ** Wken the day of disaster over-
takes you, protect your financial parteer frok loss, by ‘lay-
ing down * on ozmebody else.”, Of greater significance is the
fac? that * capservative ” bankers and brokers, who are
cager to belp others inte ‘he mazes of Wall street, prefer to
have their customers thiok it is 2 rule of the firm never to
famble on its own account. —* Topics of the Time.™ in
the August CENTURY.

HEBR BONNET.

When the meeting-bells began to toll,
And plous folks began to pass,
She deftly tied her boonet on,
The little, sober meellng-lass,
All in her neat, white-curtained room, before ber tiny look.
ing-glass,

So nicely, round her lady-checks,
She smoothed her bands of glossy hair,
And {nnocently wondered if
Her bonuet did not make her fair ;—
Then stcmlyhchld her foolish heart for harboring such fancies
there.

So square ahe tied the satin strings,
And set the bows beneath her chin ;—
Thea smiled to see how swect she looked ;
Then thougbt her vanity a sin,
And she must put such thoughts away before the sermon
chould begin,

-
But, sitting ’neath the preachéd word,
Demurely, in lier father’s pew,
She thought about her bonnet still,—
Yes, all the parson’s sermon through,—
About its pretly bows and buds which better than the text
she knew.

Yet sittiag there with peaceful face,

The reflex of her simple soul,

She looked to be a very sant,—

And may be was one, on the whole,—
Only that her pretty bonnet kept away the aureole,

Mary B, Wilkins, in Century Bric-a-Bra.

A DEGREE,

A degree was originally merely a license to teach, and
was bestowed as a sign that the studeot had learned enough
tobe qualified to instruct others. It means nothing more
than a step, and the lower degrees indicated the steps by
which a man mounted to the doctorate where he was a fully-
prepared, trained and authorized teacher. Io the very first
days there were, of course, no such titles, and when they
began to be used they were not so much titles as descrip-
tions ; but in the progress of time, the degree being the nat-
ural conclusions and crown of a course of study, 1t came to
be regarded as the legitimate fruit of the university years,
and not only those who meant to teach, but all others sought
toobtain it as a title.  Since only universities gave the de-
gree, men got to think that the peculiar attribute of a uni-
versity was to give it, and the popular notion of a univer-
sily in most minds both here and in America, is that it is a
degrec-conferring o less than a teaching body  When onr
two great Epglish schools began to shake off the slupgish-
ness of last century, their efforts at reform tock the direce
tion of reviving their degree examinations and awarding
honours in them.  Little was done directly for the teach-
ing, though it improved as the reform spirit strengthened.
This, together with the fact that many mep, in last centary
most mep, came away from Oxford and Cambridge ua-

the degres-giviog power as the cdiel characteristic of the
university, and sappose that he who has got the degree has
got not merely what he went to seek, but all he needed to
seeko—7 ke Contemporary Review.

WOMEN AS ARTISTS.

1f, in the domain of art, we wish to come toa fair judg-
ment of the yet undeveloped possibilities of woman, it will
be instructive to go back to the remote past and contemplate
ber actual achievements during the centuries in which she
had the most feeble chance, by reason of her almost univer-
sal jufidelily concerning her capabilities in any other fonc-
tions than those of materrity and housewifery.

In gathering up the scraps of history which help to illus-
tratc my theme, it became 2 part of my duty, some years
ago, to count, onc by one, the names of all the anists of al}
ages mentioned in the four volumes of Miller's ** Kanstler-
Lexicon,” and I found the grand total tobe 12,938, of which
233 were the names of women.  Of this small fraction—less
than coe-fiftleth—only the most insigmificant minority re-
ceived any extended biographical notice, chiefiy no doubt,
by reason of the fact that the large majority of women artists,
through .l the centu.ies, has represented only the most sub-
ordinate dcpartments of art, such as flower-painting, etching,
embroidery, and the illuminating of manuscripts,

HERE 13 2 mathemaucl definition for the average fisher.
maun: A rye-tapgled try aople.

PASSENGER : *‘ Any fear of my disturbing the megnstic
curreats, captain, by going near the compass?”  Captan :
“ Oh, no, sit, Brass has no effe=t on it, whatever, tir "

Dz McCost bas a broad Scotch accent, and the habit
of guawing at the point of bis thumb when baosily thuaking.
Some years 2go he was lectaring before the seniorclass in
Princeton.  He had been discussiog Leibmitz's view of the
season of ewil, 10 the effect that mankind was put Tpoa the
carth because there avas less enl here than elsswhere.  Oae
of the seators anquired ;. Well, doctor, why was evil intro.
daced snto the world 2™ “ Ah 1™ .s21d 1ke doctor, hold-
ing up both hands, **ye haveasked the hardest quesnion 1n
all feclosopy.  Suckratestried to answer itiand farled; Plato
tried it, and he fxiled; Kchat attempted 1t and made bad
work of 1t , Leibotz tricd ity and e begged the whole ques-
tion as I've beer tellin’ ye; and I confess ”* (goawiog at ks
thumb knuckic) *“ I confess I don't know—what—to mzke
of it myselt.”

taught, bot with degress, has made us in England think of

Errrien axp Fonzion Frams,
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THE Rev. L. W. Rennison, Alloa, has accepted an ap-
ﬁim:imm to the Scotch Presbyterian Church, Souva, Fiji
sland.

THE Ewmpress of China has sanctioned a railway from
Tientsin to Peking. The materials have been constructed
in Germany aod shipped.

AT agpeeting at the Mansion House, Londop, it was
stated that there were in the Royal Navy fully 12,000
officers and men tectotallers,

Tux result of th: Good Templar movement in Sweden
has been & diminution in the consumption of spirits in 1883
as agaiust 1882 equal to 63 per cent.

Tar Rev. Principal Brown, of Aberdeen, is to supply
the vacant pulpit of Oban during July, and for six weeks
thereafter it will be occupied by Dr. Mackay, of Hull.

A MAN was tried in Dublin for polygamy. He was the
possessor of five wives. The verdict retumed was : “ insane
with regard to his matrimonial engugements,” and he was
consigned to an asylum.

It hay been proposed by the Perth Gaelic that the High-
landers throughout the world should erect a wonument over
the grave of-the late Rev. Mr. Stewart, of Killip, the trans.
lator of the Gaelic Bible.

Miss BAXTER, of Ellangowan, who recently pressoted a
house in George-square, Edinburgh, for a copgregatioaal
theological kall, has now given $2,500 to put it in order
and furnish the class.room.

Frox the will of 2 Qrakeress, Miss Haughton. who re-
ceatly died in Dublin : ** I bequeath the sum of $5,000 to
the national cause for the independence of Ireland—liberty
for my country tu rule herself.”

THE Rev. Classon Porter has betn presented with a con-
gratuletory addsess on reachipgy the fiftieth anniversary of
his ordination tothe pastoral charge of the O1d Presbyterian
congregation at Larne, Ireland.

MR, GLADSTONE sent an autopraph letter t3 Mr. Spar-
geoo, congratulating him on his jubilee. ¢ Mr, Gladstone
has always been very kind to me,” said Mr. Spurgeon,
and when I was ill he used to send to inquire for me.

THE locusts in several districts of South Raussia are com.-
witting frightful ravages. In Elizavelgrad the peasants
have just received a reward from the Imperial Agricultural
Society for the destruction of 1,700,000 of these insects.

THe Rev. James N. Hill, Presbytetizn minister at
Dwight, Iilincis, U. S., has been admitted by St. Andrew’s
Presbytery to the Church of Scotland. M:. Hill has been
appointed minister of the new church at Priclaws, Leslic.

THE eminent English Congregational minister of Kiogs.
land church, *he pastorate of which he has filled for forty-
six years, has died suddenly at Reedham, only a few days
before the one fixed for the presentstion of the testimonial,

GEN. NUK10N i3 in London making preliminary arrange.
ments fuz an American Exhibition therein 1856, It wali
ioclude American prodacts and manufactures, practically
displaying all the processes which are of Amencan nven-
tion.

Tue Provostship of Eton has been conferred on the head-
master, Dr. Homby, who will, it is expected, be succeeded
by the Rev. Edmond Warre, at present an assistant-master
318 the college. Dr. Hornby has been hesd-master sipce
1868.

Tur Rev. Harry Cowgill, Iate of Miles Platting, bas been
licensed to 2 curacy in Derby, by the Bishop of Southwell H
aad with the full consent of the Bishop of London, the Rev.
A. H. Mackonochit is again at work in Holbom, close to
bis old church.

FroM New Guinea comes the news of the discovery of &
river about seventeea miles inland, which will probably turn
out to be a continuation of the Hilda, whose mouth was
found in 1873, but whose course has ever since§remained a
matter of copjecture,

PrincipAL T Goapuy, Baptist, says that in Ecpland
laymen arc broader in thought than ministers, while in
America ministers are brozder than laymen. Ia Germany
they study theology, but do not preach'it , in England they
preach theology, but do not study it.

THE late M1, George Burns, of Melvillea, Dambarton,
bas bequeathed $5,000 to the Dumbarton pansh chaurch,
and after the death of four anauitants the residue of his
estate, frum $50,005 10 $60,000, is to be divided by hus trus-
tecs amoug reigives and chasitable iasitouons conrected
with the Church.

THERE bas been set up in Ediaburgh a handsome tablet
10 bronzz beanag the inscnpuon : **Ia this house were
bora the Hoo Henry Enkine, Lord Advocate for Scotland.
b. 1746, d. 1817, and Thomas, Lozd Enkine, Lotd Chan.
celles of England, b. 1749, d. 1823. * No POOT man want-
ed 2 fniend while Harry Eskine fived,'

ATa reczot meeting of Caithness Free Presbytery a3 Wick,
the Rev. Donald Munro, resigned bis positice as a Free
Cburch mizister, 13 the Assembly bad refused to “ancel the
decision permit'ing instrumental music in peblic wesship,
The Presbytery refused to accept the resigaation, and ap-
pointed s committee to coafer with Mr Muaro,

A cask of Gbazecism is reported from Thal, in India. &
man ran amuck in a amall village occopicd v ralway
wutkmen. He was caoght, sent to Thal, and confined 1n a
goatd room. Breskiog away, he snatched a sectry's bayo-
o3t and stabbed him severcly, bat before he conld anack
coy otber persons he was shot acd bus body bumed.

Dx. Robest Stawell Bell, prolessor of astronomy Doblin
+ uversity; and royat astronomer of Ircland, has beep 2p-

oimted Thomson lecturer for next seision in Aberde. ; Feae
z‘hm'ch colege.  The lectureship was founded by the late
I4r, Thompson, of Banchory, and znannnal appuintment is
made. The object is to cstablish the affinity between
science and religion.



