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TRI, PROTESTANvrtrui lxLRCII FRAN%:E.

AIR. EDIrOR,-I arn sure tîlere rire miy amongst
the rexders of Titn i'REsDiVTRRiAN ln Canadt who
woulii like te know whât là being donc by the Protest-
ant Churches ni France for the civangechzailon eftheb
niasses of their fellow.counttyren. With ynut pet-
mission, thererore, Mr. Editor, 1 shal: ,Jive, ln a scriez
of letters, as cieat tin idea as possible ai ths actual
work whlch le beng effected by the diftérent
sections ai ihat Church. Ileforehoiveser, referrlng 10
the mlsslonary operatuons of the différent socletles, II
may bc well to condense ln anc or Iwo letters the
more prominent Incidents whîch have markcd the past
hlstory of the Refortned Church cf France, and whlcb
have tcnded t0 ma1ke it the divlded and therefore
coînparaîtvcly weak force which tt at préent il tri this
country. Those who destre to s:udy more IuIly the
lntensely lnteestlng htstoty of the Church of the Hu-
guenots, cao consuli the IlHistoire des Protestants de
France," by Ml. G. de Felice ; the "Histoire des Pas-
teurs du Ddicrt," by hl. N. Pc> rat ;the IlHistoire de
la Guerre des Camilsardes,u by Antoine Court; and for
récent tacts, two admirable papers which appcared in
the " Cathollc lîresbytcrian I for October 1879 and
Aipril xS8o, wrltten by Pastor I3abut, of Nîsmes, and
Pastor WVheatcroft, of Orleans.

In 15:1, four years aiter Luther had nffixed bis ce-
lebrated thses ta the door of Vttenburg Cathedral,
the doctrines af the Retotmatton began ta bc taught
ln France From that finie uail the Revocation of
the Edict of Nantes, ln s685, the Huguenots retire.
sentedl bath a politîcal and a religtous party, niany of
its chiefs being the hlghest nobles in the land, and
some of ils adherents wcrc princes of royal b!ood.
The Protestant party being then deprived of the mea-
sure ai toleration which it had enjoycd front the fiie
of Henry IV. (1593), the wcaithy, the noble and the
more intelligent left France, .nd took op their abode
la England, Holtand, Prussia, etc., Icaving only the
peasants scattered over the plains of Languedoc, or
biddtn in the valleys of the Cévennes, or isaiated ini
Poitou and Norrnandy, as representatives of the faithl
of Calvin, Coligny, and Conde.

It iseasyto understand,therefore,howseverewas the
trial which the moral strength ai tbis remnant had ta
endure The resuit: provedl how nobly tbey dîd endure.
For a hundred years, at least, notwithstanding the
horrible treatme'it whlch they receîved, the poor pien.
sants lccpt the ligbt cf the Gospel burning in the midst
ai thick datkness, faitthfuly adhering ail this tinie te
thecform of Church goverament bequeatheC te them by
Calvmn. In ibis courage and persévérance they were
nid cd by the untiring efforts of Antoine Court (à6g6&
1760), who reviveid the Synodical system with the view
ar forming a bond cf connection between the scat-
Iered churches, Fo as to trente union and strength. lie
succeeded in bringin-g boget.'er, in the fasinesses of
the Vivarais, delegates froln Most ai the suirering
Churîhes, and fornilng the flrt " Synode National du
D#,eît," which met on the 2 1st August, 17 15. Simi.
lar Meetings took plice aimost >carl>-, being field in
caverns or in isnlated huis amongst the moîentains.
Provincilil Synods consolidatcd and carried out
through France the resolutions 2dopted by fli su-
preme ecclesiastical body -in lit cases insisting on
the strict appiiration ai the aid Il Discipline des
]Eglises R-!Formêci,» as well as the teaching cf the
"lConfession de foi de la Rochelle.» Right loyaily
did these peasants adhere ta the instructions cf their
teachers, tiiaugh imprisontment and even death was
the. aimait invari,%ble resuit Of their fideiity. Retir-
ing ta Lausanne ln 1729, Ml. Court established a
school for the éducation of tbe pastors of the. Desdrt,
ta replace those of Saumur and Sedan, whicli had
bten destroyed. This sciiool continued la operation
until the création by Napoleon cf the Faculty of The-
coagy ait Montauban in î8o8-to.

As thc eighteenth cetury was drawing ta a close, a
Mort tolerant spirit began ta pervade those in autho.
rity ln France, and founad expression ini the edict issued
by Louis XVJ. in 1787, which at ieast gave a légal
standing ta Protestantism, permitting bts adhérents to
live ln thbe country and prosecute their professions and
trades, ta be marricd la the presence cf the officers of
justice, ta record births betore the judges, and tc, be
buried, even tbough the ritual of the Roman Catholic
Church was not sepcated over their graves.
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The fint of comiparative test frnt persecuticti
which tollowed wàs unfotlratelY net As favourabieà te
ptesbyterdanismn as the ditik days whlch, hai preceded.
"The spirîlual descendants of Calvin," we are toid.
"feît the blîghîint Influence of ti rseptical andi sen-

sualistlc achoola of thought,whose chlefj -vert Voltaire,
Diderot, and the Encyclop.redisis. As the ptacticeoa!the
Synodal system becamo more easy, attachment to it
gradualiy weakenéd.1" It was owing to this relîglous
lixity, ne doubt, that the sons of the Pasters cf the
Désert so readly accepted that system of laws wbich,
te serve hli awn purposes, Napoléon lssued on tht"III8E
Germinal An. %L'" (7th Apnil, tSo2) under the nane of
the Cencordat, and which brouglit the Churcb Inb a
condition of bondage te the State, under which, te the
présent heur, It là sufféring evils the Magnitude of
whlcli can hardiy bc exaggerated. By ibis law the
Reformned Church of France lest IWOof i s mast char-
acterlstic ficatures-thc local "lKirk Session" andi lis
IlNational Synod" or Geacral Assccnbly, " lis handi
andi lis head.' la the place of these the Concordat
substltuted I Eglises Consistorlales,» forrned of groups
o! six thousanti seuls Cath, the lay members of which
were electeti by a small number of Protestants whose
naines stood hlghesî on the rating llsts Agains: the
manifesi evils o! this systent the Reformed Church
hati ta contenti until 1852, when Napoléon 111, ln
qucat af popuiarity, rcstored the Kirk Session under the
name af Il Conseil Presbytéral,» and grouped together,
accordlng togeogrsphlcal sffinlty, a certainnumberof
these under the name of "Consistoires," giving tothe
Chu rch a degrce cf cohésion ta which It had long beca
a siranger.

Turning new to the internal history of the Citurcli,
whose externat condition vias s0 thoroughly dis9rg.in.
Ied, we fintithat shortiy afier the Restoration, (1815)
two currents became visible which ivere dcstlned ta
flow farther anti farther apart. Two men, bath
targety endawed by laitellectual gits, were regardeti as
the repréentatives of ticse diverging tendencies.
Szmuel Vincent, pastai- c! a church ai Nîsaies, where
hie was bora ln z787, had adopteti the subjective
theory of Scileierxnacher, which places the "basis ar
religion la the Innate feeling o! the hu man $out.,, Ht
was the representative ai ant portion of the Church;-
while the other followed Daniei Encoutre, alto a na-
tive of Nismes, wherc ie was bora la 1762, anti the
son o! a Pastar of the Délsert. Ht was as distin.
guisheti for his fervent piety as foris great attalamrents
la science and dogmatic theology. His health coin-
pelling hlm tn resiga the werk o! evangelization, he
was first made Dean of tht Faculty af Science nt
Montpelier, and afte.rwards caied te a Professor's
chair at Montauban ; anti here, by the affirmative
characier ai his theological teaching a.nd hîs decided
pieîy, hie made a marked impression on a large mnim-
ber of pastors. This religious carnestness wis stl
futther deepencti when the revival which had passed
over Britain andi Switzerland at length reached France,
criginating thetretigiotis societies, such as the Bible
Society (i819), the Retigious Tract Society (S88a),
andi tue Mîssionary Society (1822), which aidetis 50c
largely la promoting the spirit af unity andi sclf.gov.
ernment among the Churcies.

It socn became ciear that, in the bélier a! one party
in the Church, Chrlstianity was regarded merely as a
welt.contnivil system of etbicsç, while la tht case of
the other party, bélier la Christ as the living Saviour
was thealone abjectcf faitb. This vital difference la
the bélier of thet wo parties constituting tht Re-
forerrs Cburch o! France was srikingly illustrateti
by tht wclt-known incident which occurred ln
the church at Lycas. This church badl for its pas-
for the emiaentty giftid, pious anti cloquent Adolphe
Monod (z807-56>, conscientiously opposed ta tic
practice then prévalent of admitting to zic corn-
munion ail who presenteti themselves, without te.
striction ar examlnation. M. Monodi preacheti a
sermon against the systeta which rauseti the ire of
the Mloderateis, who heldti aat, the doctrines advocated
by M. Manodi tendeti ta curtail their liberies as Protest-
ants. A petition waspresetedia thc Consistory star-
lng these compiaints, andi accusing the young pastar
ai iaving attaciret "lthe ruast admirable, the Mort difi-
çplt, tht mosi holy of ail religions, that of gooti worka
dilctatcd by the conscience, andi thus ta have wcundeti
tic humais reason, flhat émanation fromn the Deiay."
The Consistory having strong I=aiings ta latituâlua.
rianlsm, asiiet hlm ta resign, andi on bis retusing ta do
se dismisseti him, tic Governaicat coafirmlng the
sentence. Thtis event neccssanly attracted a large
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sbire of public attention, and liclped ta bting liet
prominence the distlnctivim 'octrincs of the tire
opposing parties ln the Church.

The subjec: cf séparation of Church and &tîaie,
which bail been made. (Amllar ln Swviiîaeland by the
Admirable writings of Viner, began in attract attention
in France afner the révolution ntd 1848. At a meeting
of delegates front dîiffrent Cvnslxtortes, which took
place xhartly &fier at paris, it was prt.pe:ed ta i.raw
up a Confession cf FAith, wlî!, the hope of counteract-
ing the ratloatsîltc doctrines sinight by so many cf
the pastors It was nlot deenîcd advlsable, liowever,
t0 carry oui ibis proposai, lest an Inopportune Agltatlcn
shouid arise la the Church. Two distinguished mem.
bers of the Synod-bM Fredericir bonod and Ceuni
de Gasparin-dissatisfied with this décision. wîthdre«
front the Siate Church and formed the "Eglite Libre,"
or Fiec Church, which includes ai présent betweeti
forty andi fdîty pastors, with a membership cf about
throe thousand, ta whtch may bit added eigbt
thousanti adhérents. Defore scparatlng, however,
iis meeting drew up a schenie fur the reoigant.

tation of the Church, whlch bore fruit ln aSS2, when
Louis Napoteon modifiethe lb aw of igca, ad re-
stored the Kirk Session, Provincial Synod,etc.,asatated
aboyé. While the lirai Napolcti, as WC saw, te-
àtrlcted the nomlnaiing power ta bhe ecclesiasticat
boatrds to the higbest rated ctztns on the roll, his
successor erred, on the other hand, by the Introduc-
tion ofll but universat suffrage. Furiher, Insteati cf
making the Général Asscmbly the goveraing body of
the Church, Napoteon 1IlI. constituteti a "lCentral
Ceuncil," composed of men sclectcd by the Gavern.
ment, whose duty It was te advlsc tho Minîster cf Pub-
lic WVorship on matters connecteti wath the Reformed
Church.

it Is scarcely neccssary ta rerer further te the evi.
dences ai the ever-widening chasta which has s0 coin-
pletely dtssociated, bath as regards dogma and gev.
cément, the IWO sections of the Church. Efght-
eteith century rationatiin andi the teachings of the
Tübingen school have donc their work Thc enly
truc solution of thtsceccclesiastical diffUculites wil be,
round la the separation bctween the Church and the
State, when, as maiiy members stateti ai the Synoti ai
187., the evangelîgal portion of the Cburch, which
bappily commaises the rnajoriiy, will, be ire. ta pursuc
their legitîmate w.ork amangst the uncvangelmzed Pro.
testants of France, and to make aggressiona upon
Iliose multitudes of so-cailed Romànisis who are now
so wtlting te listen te, the pteaching af the Gospel.
Dut this letter is already ton long, so 1 close for the
prescrit. T. 11.

Paris, NOV. 22nd, 1SY1.

A TWISTED DOC-TRIXE.

TWISTED PARAPHRASMS

Attending the funeral of a young inan rccntly, the
Christadciphian speaker who conducteti the services
muade some rather strange assertions.

Blote specially notlcing anc hoe made, let me give
a brie! summary of some af the opinions held by the
foltowers af Dr. Thomas, of Eagland. Tiierc is no
Holy Spirit ta convince, enlighten, rencir or comfort ;
there is no angel, gond er bai; there isno sin belote
Go in aworking on thc Sabbath ; there is no resurrec-
tien foi any dear chilti dying in infancy, andi tte is
no salvation possible unlesi througb this ncw Church
which coolly unchurches all ceher Chutrhe With-
otit discussing any ef these positions, WC cerne te thé
assertion made, that Ilwheri the Christian dits, body
anti seul remain insensible in the grave until the re-
surrection,» ant at tis doctrine is plainly taught ln
the Presbyterian Paraphrases.

Let us tien exaiin the, fourth, kceping the. thti
chapter ai job before us, and wc finti no insensible
soul la clher, but a most graph~c picture o! the silence
cf the grave, irbere rest the wicked anti the weacy,
the small anti the gréai. This striking czpressiow
gives thc key-note ta thc whoie:

"And there. la peice, thn a.shes oix
0f those who once vec foc&."

The mortal ashes of the body must lie sleeping, but
the soul of the Christian sleepeth neyer.

Twrn aow te the fifreenti, placing heside ie the
niinth chapter of Eccleiastes, and we sezarch la vain
for an insensible soul. But we do finti everlasîing
sUlcce-yea, a most urgent suminons ta seule ai once


