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EZGLAND.-ThO following petition was laid before the Coinvocation' of York,
which met on tho t$th uit.:

The humble eetition of the undersigmed (clergy or laity),
Sheweth-1. That this realin is grievously injured by its rcligious divisions, where-

by Christians are separated froni one another in the common nets of worship.
2. That, according to Holy Seripture and primitive antiquity, nothing more was re-

quired for union among the faithful than Baptisin, the reception of the Holy Caznmau-
nion, and the holding the Creeds of' the Universal Churcli..

Your petitioners therdfore pray that vour honourable house would be pleased to
take sone steps for the hc ing of these divisions, either-

1. By an appeat to uni<X, based on the grounds abote mentioned; or,
2. By appointing a conutnittee of your honourable house to cohifer with Noncon-

formists on the ternis of union, an<l to devise the way whereby the ministers of the
various Nonconforming bodies mav be brought into co-opération and unity with the
clergy of the Church.

After an intcrcsting debato, in wvlicm the strong desire of the Con".ocation for
unity was V'ery manifest, the resolution, amended ns follows, was unanimously
adopted, viz:

That whcreas the union of ail faithful Christians is earnestly to be desired, a.nd as
many of the causes which led to the separation of the Wesleyans froni the Church of
England are sensibly diminished, this hoouse would cordinlly welcome any practical at'.
tenipUto effeet a brotherly reconciliawiji betive--i the WMceyan B3ody and the Church
of England.

About eleven years ago a inovenient wns made ia the Convocation of Canter-
bury towards the saine end, but camne to notliingy, becauso the mode of admission
offereti by the Church to Dissenters was sirnply abqôrption,-- lay dlown your arma
and corne ini." But now, sorne propose that the WVeslean body be invited te
corne in, flot individually, but as a Body, ordination thencelorth tô be Episcopal,
and the prenchers (not ordaiaed) te 1)0 allowed tinder Episcopal superVision, stifi
to labour as preacmers, but that the Sacraments be administercd by Episcopài1ly or-
dnined elcîgymein. Men of mark, it is proposed, shalt bc made bishops. It is not
too muchi te say that such concessions in Wresley's dnys would have retaineil the
Wesleyans.

The desire for th4 increase of the Episcopate is rapidly working its way. h
felewingy resolu tion 1tassed in the Convocation of York, with but twe or three tis-
sentimg voices

That in the opinion of this house, an extension of the home E piscopate is urgently
needed, and thût such extension wvi1l be best secured by the creation of three new sees,
and by the appointinent of a Suffragan Bishop in each diocese containing not legs than
500,000 souls.

The question of popular education, forced on' by the reent enl.argement of tbe
franehise, is now exercising the English mmid a good deal. The 41godiess" systemn,
or that which exeludes doctrinal (religious> teaching frein the publie schools, is
very distastoful te the more religious part eof the nation. The Prussian systere of
cempulsory attendance at the schools does net find general faveur. The free-school
systein, without these drawbacks, is gaining ground, viz., free schools in which re-
ligion is permitted te ho taught ut stated times during the week te all children who
are permaitted by th4ir parents te receive such instructibn.


