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THE CASE 0F 131S1101 COLEN'SO.

Tu Master of the Relis has deiivered juilgemcnt in the case of l3ishop
Colenso agaiust the Trrustees of tho Colonial Bislhopries Ftind. Lord1 Romnilly
having promised.that hoe had flot to, decide wliethier Dr. Colenso linid ui .scou-
ducted himself as a Bishop, -or whether his patents were nuii and void, held
himself to be confined to the narrowv question whet.her tho Biýbop had contra-
vened .the letters patent, or wvas no longer in a condition te carry ont tho fuinctions
deiogatod in thoin t, him ? Ilis lordship, dccided lu favbur of the Bishop, and
orderqd that the costs should comne eut of the Fund.

The following extedtts fromt that jadghient arc important.
"lu ail the works that 1 have con8ulted on' this subjeet the powors and

authority of a Biihop are classed uinder tlhree lieads :-I Ordo ; 2. Jurisdicto ;
3. Administratio roi familiaris. The lotters patent of the Crown profess to-.ive
the two flrst of these powers : they do flot profess to give the tlîird.

The Powver qf Orclers.
11oe flrst, which is the power of orders, lie derives fromn censecration,

ivhich liccorditng te the doctrine of the Catholic Ciurelà of Christ, of %vhich the
Church of R?4ngind-is a branch, is a sacred authority, derived by direct descent
from the Aposgties. By titis poiver se conferreti upon Mlieh mnay transmnit the
spiritual power ho possessos te others; ordain DeÎtrons and Priests; consecrate
and dedicato churc -.s; administer Confirmation. Titis le the first aud most imi-
portant ciasg cf podWers which a Bislhop -possesses. Tmese powers arc net coW-
:fined te this or that spot, but are universal. They extend over the whole world.
But this, it is alieged, niakes himni only a titutlr Bisiiop, aud net a territorial
Bishep, for that by this lie lias ne see or diocese attachod te bis ollice. in
order te consider the force and vaLje of titis rernarkz it-is desirâlbe te ascertain
the enigin of the -distinction between a titular a1d a territorial «*Bishiop; and
hbore I may observe, te avoid, miscenstructicin, tha~t ini the letters patent and in
the judgements delivered in the Privy Gouncil, tic ;vords '"lsec" and "ldiocose"
sceni te bcecmpioyed as equivaient expressions, àlthoughl probably the wvord
"sc" bas strictly a more confined meanug thian the word 11,diocese." The

primary reason. why a diocese, or, in other words, a liu.dted territorial space,
iras originally assignedl te a Bislîop was net, las I approhend,. because bis func-
tiens or duudes were confined te that space, but because, as the supenintendence
of the Jffishop.was fonnd te be more effeoctuai when cxercised principally over a
limitcd extent, a territorial district termcdl a diocese was assigned te 1dm, as the
liniité within which he shouid principaiiy exorcise his authority. Thus it i8
that England bas beeu parcellcd. out into particular special dioceses, net that
each Bishop, conld net exorcise bis authority universaily, but liecaùse it was
*pistly ceiisidered te be more béneficial te the cause of religion and morality
that hls-superintendence and labours should be principally- confined te a separ-
ate district, and thât ho should net aétively interfèe witb those members of the
Church who wero not witMin its 1imits, The Bishoýs of the Englisli Clinrch,
have equal -and universal powers in this respect, but the ordinatioit of Deacons
and Priestsd the censecration and dedication of churches, andi the contlrrîrntien
of young persons is (unless in exceptionai cases) confined te the -Bismop, o[ the

* diocese within whieh the exéeise of flue Episcopal function is iocally requircd..
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