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THEii ttîZ tm, netings- of tit ii tti y Iiistitute
'lilE I''IIIIidcuring thte current ternti bave been of un-

INSI'tj'E. usual 1iîtterest anti imtpolrtance, the atten-
danîce bas î>cen t'xcerîtiotîal large and'tt the' debatt's and
essays tletidt'dly ahove the average. i t is gtr;tifyiti<g to
ntote titis îtîarkt'u iniprovemielt, aîId to see that the" men
have a more lively îppî'eciatiori of the~ tetits to he derîived
fiore a steady atteîtdaetce, anti an activec participtation in the
affltirs of the society. Af ter due coîîsidcration, chtanges in the
Constitution hanve beîî made, of wlîich details will be found
elscwliere. It is of the first imuportanice thtat the meetings
1)0 well coîtdue'ted, anîd to furtiiet titis euti, two vtce-presî-
denuts have becît added to the Counicil, who, togetiier witIî
the president, will act as chairinan alternately, thus
doiîtg away with the ouui customn of ioaving a différent
chairinan at every meeting. The Institute sent two of its
mnembers to takçe part in a public debate at St. Stephen's
Lecture ifai, on Nov. 2lst, and on Fî'iday cvening, -Dec.
2îîd, thte regular mîeetinîg of the society will be open to the
publie, those taking part in the programme havirtg been
specially elected for the purpose. It wilI be seen that the
Counci] is an energetie one, and tîtat it enjoys the confi-
dence and respeét of the Institute.

ITî is to be regretted that the numnber pre-
'lTE DINNElI. sent at the Annual Convocation Dinner

titis year was not so large as on former
occasions. We have abundant evideuîce to show that this
was not caused by tîny decrease of interest in the great
annual functioti. The chief cause of the diminished
numbers was thte unfortunate afld wholly erroneous
notion whiciî was entertained by some of the authorities
that graduates wiîo were not members of Cor4voca-
tion were flot permitted to attend. Another cause was
thte want of encrgy, and thte ineffective organîzation
whjch characterized both the Convocation Coentittee and
the Finance Coînlntittee of the students. It is the special
province of these two cttnnîittees to take due care that
the attendance of guests is as large as possible, and it ils
very apparent that the necessary care was exèrcised by
neither comttîittee. lu other respects the dinner was really
a brilliant success, perhaps the most brilliant we have ever
bad. The changes ini the toast list suggested by TnE Ric-
viEw were acted upon in every particular, and proved
enuinently acceptable and successfui. The speeches were
short and to the point :many of tlîenm were uncommonly
bright and witty ; and not one was duli.

A1OT A SPEAKER at the Convocation dinner referred

PREACHING thesuperiority of extempore preaching

tion of a congregation is secured by a spoken address much
better than by a written address, and for most congrega-
tions the spoken address ils the proper one. There are,
however, congregations as there are occasions and subjects
which demand the greater precision of a written sermon,
and written sermîons can bc rendered effective by the man-
fer of their delivery. Tt is flot alone the practice of read-
ing sermons wlîich bas caused the pulpit to fali into general
disrepute, and suggested the inquiry whetlter on the whole


