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THOUGIITS BY UNCLE VAN

'l'lie readers of ibe 1« Male Leaf,"-a magazine su decideclly Canadian,
-miay not be particularly desirouis of an acquaintance with one, wbose cor.
porcal appearance, national 1 ircdilections, social and jiolitical education,
forni a contrast with their ovii. Adiiiitingr that tlîere inay bc a shade of
difference in somne points,-I con confidcntiy assure the readcrs of ibis
înagazino,-a fcv pages nof whieh may oecasionally contain somo uof my
cogitations, that the Constitutional peculiarities conimon tu rny most wvorliîy
and distingutshied ancestors, pcculiariiies wvlich may have been retaincd by
tibeir descendants, s1haîl in no way rendier ny acquaintance %vitli tîem less
agrecable and profitable. IL is pîcasant to sec, thiat thîe feeling of anirnosity
whichli as becîx soniewblat cbaractcristic of the great, nations from %wbieh %we
dlai.- our origin, is giving wvay te a very diMlrcnt spirit; a spirit wbiclb will
pervade tlîe nations oi' the carih, and transforni tlie grand divisions of thc
Globe, and ils suîbivisions, mbt natural and agrceable duinarkialions of sepa.
raie bomnes of tlie saine great fztnily. 1 have long endcavored to aid ia put.
tingr duvii, and baiîislîing iito obliviob, every feeling wlîieh cliîeks thie course
of tbat fellowship wvlich should exist betveen nmon aiîd arai ; and at tbe
same tlime, have w.isbe d tu contribale Io Iie liappiness aiîd improveinent of
aIl those, whîose acquaintance and friendship 1 have the grond fortune tu en.

joy. If thien, yoti are disposed tu reciprocale such feelings, and senitinments,
you wvill not coinplain of tle publisbier's arrangemnt, anîd ilie acquaintance
ihus inforinally brougrht about.

Wlien ivc airc able te bold captive tu oîr wvill stîcli i ichlinaitioîis, as are cal.
cîîlaîed 1u niar our hîappiness, and retard our improvenient, we certainly
ila-ve aceomplislied imuch. WVe have brouglit our ininds aîîd hiearts int a
state higbly ravorable for rceeiviiig, or iinparling instructiuin. To such the
effort rcqiîired for tdie acquisition oif kinowledge is pleasing and exilaratîng.
Tlîcre is nu easy wvay to obtain knwedc Otlier tlinioaîîy be seized by
înlighit, oîr pîîrchascdl wil inonev' ; but kiîoledigo cari bu gatiicd only by
study.1" Il înay be quite irue, thiat the approach Io the temple of learning is
by slow graduations, iip an acelivily of h' viih thie ascent undîîubtudly re-
quircs a stern and steady d'onr. If weo wislî to becoi uninient, in any
branch ni' knowledge, or in any pursuit %vhaîtever, %vu shait find itlinccessary
tu mil1 and talzu advaiîbage of alithlIe nîemiiis %'iîlîin our reccb. But tlîk iii-
stead of' beingi a repulsive task, eati be madle ilIt source of' lie puresi and
inost cleligiful enjoymenl. There is nu dcpariit ni leurning so calemi-
led to avaken te dormant eniergies or lte mmid, aîîdl caîl mbt vigorunis

action the latenjt virtucs and sympathies of' lte lîcart, as the sludy of Natural
IIiâory. Thiis brandi of science is adinirably adaptcd tu Ilme flexible mid
or' the youung. Wlmile il fixes their attentiion, it captivates the hecurt, and
cullivates ils graces iii a natural and agrecable maRiner.

N\attnre is loveable, wlîethier exhmîbiled in thte foanîing calaraci, or ilhe soi.
cana gtandeur ni' thte %ood, or te delicate tints of tlie flinwers witb lîmeir.
cntraucing fragrancc. Thie music of birds cechoing îlrough the slîadowy
archie8 of the foresi, or souniding out decan aiid enliveiiingr on tie pure


