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lature, passed during its st resaion, It
is ono of the Chief uhjects of the Bureay,
as stated in my first eiveulnr to corres
pondents, to collect fuets and statistics
yolating to food supplics from every see-
tion of the Province, and to ubstract,
tabulite and publish the same in the
common interest of producery, dealevs and
consumers, A second object, hardly less
important, is the procuring ot similav in-
formation from other agricultural coun-
tries, sud from countries in which tho
Troviuce nsuatly linds a market for its
surpius products, By this weans pro-
ducers and consumers may be brought
nearer together; sudden fluctuntions in
prices may be averted ; the country’s
annual susplus or deficit of products may
bo ascerlained 5 and ils resources, capi-
bilities and progress in material wealth
may be aceurately guaged.

The information given in this report
hias been gathered from all the tewunships
in the Provinee, except a fow in the re-
mots and sparsely-settled north. Itisa
digest of more than filteen hundred e
turns, made i reply to o civeular of April
15th, asking for a veport on the state of
erops and live stock, and kiudved sub-
jeets.  The questions proposed wero

1. What is the genoral condition of Fall
Wiheat 2 .

2, What is its condition on the various
soils }

3. To what extent, if at 211, has it boen in-
jured by winter or spring {rosts 2

4. To what extent, if at all, by worms or
insects ?

5. Hass. y wheat land been ploughed up ?
Orisany hiely tobo? To what extent ?

6. 13 Winter Ryo grown? What is its
condition ?

7. What is tho condition of the Clover crop,
and bow has it been affected by wintor or
spring frosts ?

8. Whatis the condition of Live Stock—
ITorses, Cattlo, Sheep and Vigs 2

9. Iasan  disense appeared amoug them;
and if so, 0’ w Wt nature, aud what have been
its effects 2

10. Wasth roa sufficiency or a scarcity of
fodder supply throughout the winter ?

1. What progress has been mads with
spring work? \When did ploughing and seed-
ing begin ?

12, In what stago is vepetation, and what
is tho appearasco of the Fruit Trees? How
has tho winter affected Fruit Trees?

.13, Is any considerable quantity of Wheat
in farmers’ hauds above resorves for home con-
sumption ?

14. Is any cousiderable quantity of Hay
and Oats ?

15. Aroanv covsiderable numbers ~f Fat
and Store Catile ?

16. General Remarks.

The cirveular was addressed to the offi-
cers of Agricultuml Socicties and Granges,
the reoves, deputy-reeves, and clerks of
townships, the inspectors of schools, and
others, and the answers were returnablo
on the 25th of April.  Owing, however,
to some delay in completing arrange-
ments for the free use of mail service by

tho Burcau—which the Dominion Gov-
ernment readily granted—the eivenlar
was not sent out asearly as was intewded,
and in some instances less timae was given
for enquirty than the cortespondents
would desive.  Bub in spito of this draw-
back the prowptuess of the returns hns
been very gratifying. Thoe correspondents
manifest an earnest interest in the oljects
of tho Bureau, and tho general tenor of
their voplies is terse, practical und intelli:
gent.

The main wheat-growing region of
Outario lics westwand of the Lauenutinn
system, the easterly limit being an frvegu-
lar line dmwn from the Thousand Tslands,
in the St. Lawrence, through the counties
of Frontenae, Addington, Ilustings,
Peterborough, Victoria, and Siwmcoe, to
Georgian Lay.

Tho returns of acreage reccived from
township clerks are incomplete, but they
indieate that n large breadth of fall wheat
has been sown, In the western peninsula.
it embraces nearly one-fifth ot all the
cleared land, but in the couunties north of
Lake Ountario it is not more than oune-
tenth ; in these countics spring wheat is
chielly grown., The condition of the crop
is much less favourable than it was a
month age. The night frosts and the
east winds have donoe it scrious injury,
especially on low aud undiained lands;
but, should warm weather set in, accow-
pauied by genial showers of rain, a fair
harvest may yet be reaped.

The clover has been irretriovably dam-
aged by winter oxposure and spring
frosts. The same discouraging repouts
come from all quarters, and, under the
most favourable civcumstances, it will not
be wmore than half a crop,

Live stock are genorally in good con-
dition. With plenty of fodder, and an
open winter, they have faved well. In
the custern counties of the Provinee, and
in *he humbering distriets of the wuorth,
¢ pink-cye ” prevailed very generally, and
in some sections muny horses died of it ;
a common effect on brood mares was to
cause them to lose their foals

The supply of wheat in farmers’ hands
is reported low ; the good prices paid last
full brought vearly the whole surplus of
the country into market. The same
thing may be said of fut and stove eattle,
and, even uader more favourable econdi-
tions than now seem possillle, prices are
not likely tu decline

The ground was workable at an eay
stage of the season, and farmers have the
great bulk of their plonghing and Seeding
finished.  But vegetation is very slow;
there is little growth perceptible, and in
Toronto to-day [May 6th] the treesare as
naked as in mid-winter.

In the detailed report the counties
have been armauged in  {opographical

groups, the ohject being to vmbraco in
each group counties possessing the same
climatical conditions,
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AREA  AND
ACRUAGE UNDLR FALL WHEAT.

A Teturn made to the Burean from
township clerks gives the population,
acres occupied and cleared, and acres in
fall wheat, as collected this yeur by the
assessors,  The nereago of fall wheat was
obtained at the request of the Commis.
sioner of Agricnlture, through a civeulur
igsned on the 1st of February., In o
number of municipalities, howover, the
assessors had  commenced  their wark
hefore tho reecipt of the cireular, so that
the returns are incomplete.  But enought
have heen reeeived from avery county of
the Proviuce to furnish data for estimittes
of the whole nereage, and cave has been
taken to avoid extreme figures.

Tho total area in fall wheat as given
in the supmary table is 1,149,100 acres,
This is an avemgoe of 1 acre to every
9 acres of land cleared and under culti-
vation in the Province, but the propor-
tion varies greatly in different sections.
In some of the western counties it is as
high as 1 to 4}, while in some castern
counties it isas low ag 1 to 65. In the
cagtern half of the Province, and in the
northern portion of the western half,
spring wheat is chicily grown, and it is
proposed to collect its acreage in time for
the next monthly report of the Burcau.
It its eultivation has kept paco with that
of full wheat it is probable that the total
area under wheat will be found to be not
less than 2,000,000 acres. In 1870, as
shown by the consus of 1871, the total
area was 1,386,366 ncres, with the pro-
duct of spring and fall whecat nearly
equal.  Tho area of land eccupicd is
shown to be 20,150,000 acres, of which
a little more than one-half is cleared and
under cultivation. In 1870 the area
aceupied waus 16,162,676 acres, of which
8,833,626 acres were cleared and under
cultivation. The proportion of cleared to
wooded lund has been ciosely maintained.
The population, as furnished by the mu-
nicipal rcturns, has not been given in the
table. One reason is, that the returns
are wmcomplete ; another is, that there is
too great a discrepancy between thea
and the returns of the census enumera-
tors. They would indicate that the
population of the Province had decreased
by 30 per ceut within a year. Tho
total population of Qutaric, as given by
tho census ol 1881, is 1,923,228, being
an increase of 302,377 in ten yeurs.
The population of the township munici-
palities is 1,324,233, which, less a mode-
rate percenlage for the population of
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