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wheîî a person who différed fronii vou on
a point in theology could vîsit your
house, reniove you froin the bosom of
votur fainily to a gaol, and at last humri
you alive in a ptiblic square. Those days
have gone by, and if anvbllody w-oie ti
attenîpt anything of that kind on Kingr
Street now, the police would, nlo doubt,
interfere. Stili there are suicl tlîings as
atteînpts to lîrevent 1i, mnan fromn exer-
cisinig his ri,,,lt to exprebs his opinion
freely on public questions ; there is sticli
a thing stili as press persecuition, thougli
the iln1quisition is nlow no more iliere
is such a thinýg as houniding a inait down.
The presence of nieînbers e'f the press,
of a]l parties and shades mif oplion
around this table, is a pledge of 'their
resoluition to be true to the grreat prini-
ciple of the profession. and hnwever they
i-ay be divided onr other poiints, t) imite

be excluded friui it or htunted ont (if it
mierely for daring to disagroce with siîuie-
body else, su ]ong as lie does niit othet'-
vise niiake any dishiononirabie use of his
pen. Soimetiimnes ft is necessary, whîen
public rights mnd privileges are assiled,
to ight foir them. Fighiting is n 't the
m.ost agreeable part of life. Very often,
when imerely yonr private rights are
assailed, you wuild, rather hian enter
into a coîîtest, hold intercouirse with
books iii your library, or repîose upon
sonme classic shore ;but wvheni the iiiterffsts
public riAhts are boilnd Uip with private
interests, it is nît open to you to de-
ocinie the stru ggle. Hanmpden, we know,
Ivas no needy donggn.H ad
hroad lanîds, a uesntm orhose
books upon bis shelves, friends whî use
Society lie Ioved, ançl, nie douht, hiad
anybol1y overcharged hini in the erdi-
riary way thirty shillings. hoe wu,iild have
paid tis nîiney rather thian have a dis-
Puite ; but wieu tyranny tuok inii by
the throat and said, 'Pay me that thirty

shliîs'lie said ' no,' and fought.
Lilherty oif oipinion is at least as ownell
Worth fighting fuir as self-taxatioin :it is
the sait of ail other liberties. If it perish
'ail otimer liberties wilI perish, too, make
ivhat laws and statutes in favour of free-
dom1i you wili. Whien a mani publishies
heterodox views you have a riglit to
ecrutiluuîe his motives, and i f yon find
that he has interested motives von bave
4 right to say so. Btit if on, fair scrtutiny
You find that he eau have no iîiterested
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motives, that lie is seeking no political
prize. that hie caii have nio pecuniary Oh-
j oct, the fair conclusion is that lie advo-
cates the views hie enteitains because lie
lielieves thoy are good for the commnu-
inity. Iii such a case, wherever else lie
may îîîeet wvîth <îblquy and and dis-
couragenient, lie bas a, riglit to protec-
tion from those wiio live iîy he freedom
of tîte press. Gentlemien, I trust this
meeting will not be the hast gatliering of
tho kind. It has often occurred tenie-
thougli as a niew corner 1 feît that it wvas
hardly proîîer for mie to interfere iii tlie
inatter-that the iembers of the press
siiouid be brotiglt togethler iii some
friendly niannler, and mnade more con-
scionis of the fact thiat we beiiing to a
c()1111o01 pîrofession, and tlîat it is the
interest and duty of us ail tii uphold
tiiose rules, decencies, and couirtesies
which giÎve onir profession respectability
in the eyes tif tlie world, and attract to it
hionotîrabhe and cultivated nmen. If the.
black dlag is to ho lit isted, if all rudes of
cîîurtesv are tii be briken ;if a wrîter
wlio wiil nuit fadi intîî lne at thie biddinut
of sonie domiîinant organ is to be treated
as an outlaw ;if the power of the press is
te be used for the pýirpose of gratifying

*persuinal or comnmercial malice towards
those f romn wîonî ive differ, the profes-

*11 sinWiil be sonit only by meni who
have no cliaracter to ]ose. Gentlemen,
agrain 1 thank yeu. Be mssured onXce
moiîre that this tribtite is not iniisunder-
stood. I do not believe that any politi-
cal meaningf attaches te it, or that by
reason of it the comnîiunity îîeed aliow
itself to be convuised with tue fear of any
change. The imuîniiediate occasion of it
is My departure for-I ivas going to Say
-homne. 1 wilI net, hiowever, say home.
theogli 1 love Englind well, though my
tics tiiore are still ninbroken, and thotigl
tue menîbers of my party there always
receive mie with cordiality, and have
giî-en mie, even since 1 have scttled here,
the strongest proofs they could give of
their iiîiabated confidence, so that yoiu
need not iniagine that I was tlirown lapont
the Canadiaii press a political outcast.
No Canadian lias a deeper interest in
Enghaud flian I have, or loves bier more
lienrtily than I do. Yet 1 wiil not say
1 ain going honme, l)ecause 1 thiîîk a nman's
hoine is where is lot is cast, wliere lie in-
tends te spend bis ]ife, and where lus in-
terests and duties are. Thierefo re 1 miust
cail titis country imy homne. Let nie Say,
too, as 1 liope witii tmutit 1 iiiay, tîmat
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