
Ilito the leu f of the Barth.13

He knew more thani w.' did-he hiad been iii a coal mine before,
and confessel lie didi not like tile idjea of gçoingc again-but if -"t 1
Doctor" » oulil cr, tMien ot course Ite..

"The Doctur" expressedi Iiiiiseif as unwilling to spoil is clotteq,
plIain as thiey milgia be, with coal dust.

0 Weil, for thie Inatter of that, we îi«hylt ail go dlown, as we were
told, in beaver bats and be " mine the wair"

-Ahi, tien, ini thiat case " the Doctor's " serupies vanishied, and the
"Mecflîster," ratier tian seemn unisociable, woul leave the bairns-

two fine boys with a voracious interest ini snow-shoes and thediwild Lî<ians " of Canad-il)ii cliarge of thie engineer at the top,
and accoînpany us.

" I w;s no meanini' to go) down nye'"saiti Mr. Angrus, " but as
ye're ail daft enouglh to risk it-" lie compietedl lus Sentence by
steppîng into the eage.

Only three p<'rsoiàs, it seemnied, coulil descend at a tiine: so we
w~ent down in two contingents. Thec signal 'was griven, alladte
-cage began to sink.

" He's io lettin' vou doon so fiLst as i h o es the iieni," says Our
escort iii a ,;epihelral voice.

It is very consieente of hiixu, the brawny enlgincer; for, I declare,
the senisation of heing suspendetd at the top of a pit over a thousand
fet deep is l)CCUliar enougrh without the ailditional thrill of a rapid
-"drop." Our lanterns, 1 tiinly hurning, " show us how the sides of
the shaýft-whîchel sparkle with drippincg water-sýlip above us foot
l'y foot, and a pecu1iar liuzzingr in our cars inniouiie-, l'y its grOw-
ingç intensîty that we are surcly, if slowly, nearing thie bottoin of
of the pit. Thie niovclty of ur situation zilniost dissiliates intelli-
gent reflection on a fact w-ih uur cicerone nu' uitions as we keep on
sinkin«r lower and lowe-iai fact stupendous in its Suggestion of toitl
nIl expenclîture in rei.chincr the supplies of fuel su providentially
buricd aige.s gofor time consu ruption of generations thoen alla Stijl
unborn-tliat, this narrow highway into the liea-rt of the carth -%as
hewn out nt a cost im vw(. almie uf one pound sterling for every
inch of the way' The peculiar buzzing lui our cars grrows louder
and the nloise of riisingç waters .,iiingle- -%ith it. aq we re.alize that
thie cage has stappeid sinking.

XVe arc s'ili .several hnndre.1 feet from' the bottoin, but beingr nowv
fully nine hundred feet l>elow the sward, wc ackniowle(dgçe we are
far enougrh down to satisfy ur wildest longings for the sensational.
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