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PLEASANT HOTURS.

Dead At Thirty-

Jeer for t1e wine - fhe v, calle® ot fatlow,
dust for the prose of the seeeplant rew-l.
That smokeed Cenr ofgars, guatted your rich
wines ate] mellow,
You ate slecping, to-dny, 'beath tho sod
1 Your antaud

Just for the wuhe of bung calied cloever —
dnsting
Hy human bogn living outsiae of 4 pen,
The ram on your colil bed 18 . canclosnly
H[ohlhlnhg.
While it ahvald bo living —a man am-ng
men !
Just for thexako of boing pointed at  looked
al -
By the falae, inmneera, hypocritical crew,
‘Iint wrows on the follies of weak bruns —
" hike yours- tat,
) au are as dead as the decains your boy wh
suul knew,

You fugueld s cuntempt for the eagles of
yollow,
Aol scattersd them broadcast, with boi.
sterous mirth—
Just for the sake of being called a good
fellow !
Yow are nhothing, to-day, but a boxful of
oarth.
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THE JUNIOR LEAGUE.
BY 3IRS. BEUBINGTON.

L1t wo here relate an incdlent which
wxurmed n connection with thoe Mercy
wad Hedpe ])qml:lu(:ht. of vas L\.-__,..L. and
o which two of vur buys Ggated. 7 1 Lave
a number of wmetdbers of the Junor
l'.oaguo oy S-uul.;,) M’uml d.‘s.ss, aud
on a Sunday sviie wechs agu a messagro
cante U me that a certans pour family
that T had seen, and who sived e the
chiurddi, nas on that day s nead of fuad,

This was ssnuwmal in the wass, I aad
T would go atl sve thae ai the duse ot
the Sunday ~hool. 1 was detaned a few
nuttutes at the cluse, and wien harnied oft
tu make my wisit. Tt was tie thind atoroy
of a business block. T aalhed nghtmto an
et i, thore the ol sy sen, aind
Yhere 1 fonnd two of wy Jumor Ieague
boys, they hiaving just before come n,
brimgay: o« Lugo basket of food hastily
obtaiaed frum ther homes.  Theso were
of the Moy and Help Dogartiment, and
thus s but an instance out of reares.

I would Lihe to relate anuther inadent
m connection with tho Mercy and Help
Departanit. We Lave a flower cnuttee,
the momints of wlich distributo 10 the
vk e tieir hones and hospatals, bouquaots
o slun iy accumpanicd by some comforting
Scenpture  message  from Junior
League.

Somo two or three months ago I had a
siek woman on my lst of ealls. She Jind not
bean o mumber of any chateh for yeard,
Many sad errcutnstane of sartounded  this
pour womans sliness.  Tho e was ree
ported to out pustor, and ho vwmted her,
and the wembers of.wur flower committeo
pad their vigits, There came a bimo when
tho end was very near, no hope of recovery.
Our boys mado thowe ealls, presented ther
flowers, nnd lefu thefr uesaago at the poor
woman & bodside.  She was unable to
speak to them, but shie 1eceived the flowens,
tovk them n her hands, and so held
them tll the end.  Ob how sigmificant 18
ther fragrance and beauty W the sick ¢
*They bave lived and st die, arody g as
1 am.  They have fultilled their mission,
thewr beauty and  fragrance have given
glory and honour to thut Creator, and what
tun ooty hifus Pethapsthese woro the
thoughts of the poor sick woman,

I snw her before the end cuane. She stll
held the flowers, cxclamung frequently,
< Oh how sweet :” She saud, **tell those
dear boys I cannot thank them here, but X
lm};o 1 shall meet them in heaven.”

have only to add, that I believo that
thes {nml woman died a bolievor, and thuse
two boys are now mombers of our Church
on {mo sation.

Wea do not forget the entertainment.
How beantiful thisis when pure and cle-
vating, We believe in having a1 good time,
and wo have had it.  We believe in laugh-
ing and romping and everything that gives
pleasure, when not i conflict with our
allegiance to the Church to which wo be-
long. We have had a number of most
matructive and entcitadung icctures on a
variety of subjects, all tending to uuprove
the mind and nstruct the uaderstanding.
Wo have lud vur woncert and sterevpuicun
entertaininents, and then the friends and
pavents juin us an cunsiderable numbers,
resulting in a stronger desire on their part
to encourage the young people. . . . .

Last Suanuday our pastor recened four
Junior Luagucia ae the charch on proba-
tiun, whidli s vne - the best eviduces of
our spuritital activaty.

In all hunality 1 would make a few suge
gestions with respret to the mmnagenmient
atad work of the .Llhiur Fpworth Luagues,
whih T tust wall be of suine surce to
workers from every district represcated
liere h:-dd) .

T woaid say encourage a spirit of manli-
ness and womanliness i the young people,
and to do this they need to feel some
responsibility on this line in the manage-
ment of their Loague undor supetintend.
ctice.

Agnin on oll matters connected with tho
develupinent or managementof the Leasue,
1 alwaye consalt v boyr and girls, and
take them into my confidence, ’

In our League we pay particular atten.
tion to the devoaunal strvices and also to
instructing our young people in the Discip-
line of the Mcthodist Church. . -

Siguit v one of our must delightful
exercines, alud 1 would. suggest that every
offurt be put furth to encourage boys and
gitls n thes dircetion. It will be une of
the greatost attractions of every.mecting of
aJdema Loague, i

Funaliy, 1inlicre no vne shuull under-
take tie wnbaganatit of a Juniur Lcngue
who i nei ?n“.y coiserated senant of
Chnist, ani who wiii not resolve to Jeavenio
stulie unbianad o lmng abuut the conver-
asvn of uvery buy and girl i their charge.
To tlus end should bo all instruction, all
rovtime duues. Wi commatiee work, all
suging, on fact, cverytlung should be
wiinely puintod it way, ard then with
Gul's blensing, the Junior League mustbe
« puvier an the Charch.

WE mve in this and following number a
true story of stumng interest from the
hife ot Sir Walter Ralewels. ono of the
noblest charcters of Enali<h haatory,  We
hape our voung readers will turn up the
story of Iy hife m therr Instagy bonks and
read the account of s hiermic death by
bemig heheaded after a long imprisamment
w the Tower of London.  His martyr-like
choice ot death rather than dishonour re-
uunts us of the brave saying of -another
klizabethan hero:

*1 could not loww ¢ dear, 80 mmelt
Laved T oot nomene o st ’

TRAIN BOYS FOR BUSINEYS.

THERE 12 ono Clement an the liome -
struetion of boys to which too htlle atten-
thon hs heen griven and that is the culti-
vatien of habits of punctuality, eyktom,
onler and responsibihty

In many households boy's hives between
twelve and geventeen year are generally
the enlmest of their existonee  Up in the
morning st in season for hreakfast
nothing to do Lut ta start off’ varly enongh
not to he Iate s fnoking upon at ermand as
taking so much time and mewery awny
from an ¢njoyment ; Jittle thought of per-
sonal appesrnee exeept when reminded by
mother to “spruce up” a hittde 5 finding
his wardrabe u[\\'u‘\-q \v!wro mather puts it
in fact, having nothing to do but to enjoy
himsalf.  ‘Thus his life gaes on until achoal
oenids  Then he is ready for busmess.
Vain thought! At this point he perhaps
ments with his first great struggle — Many
tinmes during our business experienees have
we witnessed failures caused by the ubsence
of n thorough heme discipline He
foes into an oftice where everything is ays-
tem, order and precision..  In many in-
stiness the change is too great  Errors
become nuierous ; blunders overlooked ut
first. get to bo a matter of serions moment ;
then patience is overtasked,.and the boy is
told his services are no longer needed.
This 1s the first blow, and sometimes he
never rallies from it.

—.
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BLESSING THE ANIMALS IN
MEXICO.

BY ANNIE COCURAN BEALL.

To-bay 15 St. Authony's day. T went
with the cluldren to the famous church of
Guadalupe to see the amimals blessed.

On the promenade we saw many people,
principally of the poorer classes. Doys
were leading dogs with bats of bnght-
coloured paper stiching all over them and
twisted mto tho tal; men were leading
sheep and guats with paper, ribbon, an
artificial flower, or a great pateh of blue,
red or yellun pamit on the head or side:
There were horses with wide bands of the
national colours abuut the body and bits of
fancy paper on their heads ; and there were
binds 1 their cages without number. One
stall maiden carnied a gaily-decorated cage
in her hand, and on her head was perched
a Inrge green partot. All this crowd wis
moving toward the church. i

Whenwe reached the circular walk around
the fountain, just in front of the church
cntrance, we found itswarning with people.
There were fruit-venders, candy-sellers, and
tables with smoking hot dishes of meat;
onions, pepper, and garlic.  Boys balanced
trays of mice-looking cakes on the top of
their heads or on the palm of the raised
hand. We drove round to the side of the
church whero the priest's house is, as the
ceremony was to take place at the door.

The crowd there was a fascuating pic.
ture, a mixture of all classes and condi-
tiuns ranged alung the whole ength of the
church. Right down through the middle
of the crowd was a perfect stream of
women with bird-cages decorated in every
concowable way, with all sorts of orna-
ments—flowers, feathers, paper, bits of
cloth, ribbon—everythung brght:

Un the outskirts of the crowd were the
horses, cows, oxen, donkeys, sheéop, goats,
and ngs, cach ono decorated.  Soime comi:
cal little dogs were wound round and roun
with faucy paper Topes, others were trim-
med with -any. quantity of paper fringes;
chickens and .birds were painted on the
wings, and roosters were gay with bright
streamers on theirtals and artificinl flowers
on their heads-or necks. .

Thero were cats and chuckens of a bright
purple, blue or green. Uno great black
ram had his horns beautifully gilded, and
some white dogs were painted one colour
on tho head, another on tlio back, and still
another on the tail.

You can fancy what a noise there was,
cach animal giving hus own notc to the
gcncml concert. saw one funny gray

onkey kick-his neighbonr over and over
again. He seemed to do.it just for the fun
of it. Once & rather frisky horse begati to
charge round genérally, whereupon there
wasa grand stampede towards & plies of

acctirbed &t 5ne of the stations of the Un

About five o’clock the priest came « it
an old man with two lighted caniig_
and ho had a bucket of holy water 1 .ppe
boforo hims.  All thoe huts in his noight .y
hood were tnken off, a8 he mount.i ,
betich near the 2dows, and tho cereu .y
beogan. -

o took tho water in n gourd-like dip.
per, mumbled a few words, and aprinaled
ay many us ho could reach. The pople
laughing and joking, crowded up near L,
somy almost throwing others out.  They
climbed upon the boneh and fairly ran wrer
cach vthor in their eagerness.

The blessing is supposed to keep the ani.
mals from sicﬁnus. iseaso and death, ad
the immense number that flocked to the
church show that many people believe in
this foolish superstition.

How T dal wish that you boys and girly
could have scen the picture! T am sare
you never have seen such fancy-looking
dogs, cats, chikens, and pigs as we saw;
thus afternoon, nor such very, vory rag, o))
people.  One mite of a boy was leading s
seraggy black dog by one hand and hitch.
ing up his tattered trousers with the other
at every stop.

But 1 mnst not make my letter longer.
Whon we left it was after six, and not
more than half the animals had yet been
blessed.
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The Bottle of Gin.
BY ELIZABETII A. VOSK.

Oxcy a bottloof gin,

In a stnart, flashy inn,
Looked craftily out on the street;

Till a boy happened Ly —

[Like *he *¢ apider and fiy"
Is the tale I'm about to repeat.)

Said the hattle of gin,
“Come in, come in,
Young sir, and be friendly with me.”
And the youth came awhile,
At the bottle’s bland snule,
** I'll stop but a motient,” thought he.

Then the bottle spoke up,

. ** Také u sup, take a sup,
Young sir, aud make merry with me.”
And the boy took a drink,

{Oh, children, just think *
It was dreadful as dreadful could be.)

Cried the bottle df gin, _

WWith a bad, Jocking grin—
“tTut! tut! iy young sir, oh, 1 say !

Yout nose i3 too red,
. Ard too light is your head,
You are really in quite a bad way 1

Then the bottle of gin

. Looked as ugly an ain,

And langhed in a demon:like gles ¢
For he welt knew he had
Enchained the poor lad,

Till a slave of the bottle was he.

AR BXAMPLE WORTH COPYING _

. A SPPAXER at & temperance suesting
Iately; telated the following incident whidh®

deigroghd Railvay in London: .
Twp getitlemen, an Englisliman and vne
who seemed a native of India, ware pom:i
the platforin together; ai they spprodch
the refréshment bar the Eviglishtfian, think-
ing to beguile the time of - waitiig for the
train, said to his compafiod :
% Will you havo & drink 1" |
The foreigner returried him the answer
we trust yon also would havé made: :
t“Thank you, I néver tike strung.
liguoss.” .
is friend then offcred Him & cigar, vui
was told, I never smoko.” = .
The Englishinan gazed at him with s
tonishment ; whateverdid he find to occups
his tune if he neither drank nor smoked . -
*Why, whatever do you do 7" he asked, a-
ittle unpatiently, peshaps. .
The quict reply proved that his com-
nion, though a stranger to England, un-
erstood the highest wisdom of, all, and
had learncd.the secret of joy and blemcd:
ness—*1 try to serve my(!od, and help
the people around me.” ;
Is not this-an example worth copying!’
Boys and girls, if yonshaps your lives after:
this fashion, yours will be she giadness un--
known by thoss who live for selt; snd i




