HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812, 549

Detroit, gunpowder for the service of one day. ! fivst proposal of re :.:1ptm'ing Detroit by a coup
Sir Gieorge has sinee shewn him the veturn of | de meein,® he planned a march by three sepa-
the large supply found in the fort; it did not j rate and distinet routes across the swampy and
create @ Dlush, but he made no reply. Ile juninhabited region in his front to the rapids
professes great surprise and admiration at the {of the Miami—~whenee, after accumulating one
zeal and military preparation that he has every | million of rations for the troops, and ferage for
where witnessed; that it wasentively unlooked ; two thousand horses and oxen, he proposed
for, and that lie has no doubt that his filend,  marching vapidly on Brownstown, crossing the
General Dearhorn, will share his fate, if he has viver Delroit, and befure the commencement

the imprudence to follow his example, Hull
seems cunning and unprincipled : how much
reliance is to be placedon his professions, time
will shew.”

Before entiring on the consideration of the
General siteuion of  aymistice, it willbeexpe-

afiairs, the efeets of the . .
arumsti-e upon them, dient to cast a rapid

glance at the general position of affairs in both
Provinces, at that time, and {o examinge how far
the enemy’s plans were cither promoted or im-
peded thercby.

On the commes of Lower Carada, large
bodies of American troops were stationed, and
cach day was adding to their numbers, a des-
cent upon Montreal by St. John's and Odell-
town being evidently the ohjeet in contempla-
tion. At Ningara, and aloag the whole of that
frontier, General Yan Ranselaer was indefati-
gable in hisexertins and had already assemb-
led so formidable a foree as to allord serious

of winter, taking Malden and recapturing the
Michigan territory.

Such was the position of affairs along the
whole frontier of both the Canadas; and we
will now proceed to show what were the
cffects of (according to Veritas) the deadly
armistice entered into by Sir George Prevost.

The American commander-in-chicf, General
Dearborn, a short time
after the commencement
of hostilitics, fixed his
quarters at Greenbush, near Albany, where
he bad formed a military dépédt, “with a
view,” says Christic, “of collecting an army
to overawe Lower Canada, and, by preventing
suecours being sent to the upper province,
afford General IIull every facility for the ac-
complishment of his designs in that quarter.”
About the commencement of August Lie re-
ceived despatches from Siv George Prevost,

‘The Armistice, and
the subsequent policy
pursued.

grounds for apprehension; on the partof Gen. by the Adjutant-General, Colonel Baynes,
Srock, that an irruption, at no distant date, | bearing a flag of truce notifying the repeal of
might beexpeetedin thal qam ter. Fartherwest- | the orders in Council, information whereof
ward General Harrison was actively employed
in raising troops, and concentrating them

*While acting in a subordinate capacity to
about the river Raisin, near Detroit, with the | Winchester, the General had no doubt of heing
. . N L able, with a few mounted men, to re-take Detroit
intention of recapluring that position. Ae- |y, coup de main, and was careful to inform the
cording fo wome American accounis the hopes | Govennent of kis plans and their practicability.
General Arme-, When, however, by means of this and other re-
e \ ... | presentations, having the same object, he became
strong, after noticing several desultory attacks, | commanding oflicer of the army and district, his
by the Kenturky anl Ohio wilitia, against views swidenly changed; the rapid and certain
some Tadian scttluments, obseives “aach was  Process of aeonp de main was abandoned ashope-
. . le<s, and one more systematic and imposing sub-
the state of things on the western frontier, I'stitnted for it, requiring as a preliminary to any
when the Government, having decided the | direet movement on Malden or Detroit, an acea-
rival pretensions of Generals Winchester and . mulation of twelve months' provisions and forage,
Tawtison, vesivd in the latter the ¢ aned of | with carts, wagzons, &c., to transport them from
arion, vested in the faiter the command ot oo wiace of deposit to the scene of action, or, in
the army and district : with orders sufficiently | other words, the cutive purchase of all surplus
definite, as fo the oYjucts to be pursied, but j corm, flour or fodder, oxen, horacs, carts, waggons,
entirely di-eretionary as Lo the Gme and mode | S0 10 be found within the state of Ohio; and
ALTCY diserelondiy s Lo the Tme and mode e 4 time (220d of October,) when he says of
of pursuing them.”  Availing himself of the { the roads, * to get supplies forward through z
latitule given by this new and increased au- | Stampy wilderness of niore than two huudred
thority, the Goneral hastened emodel his miles, in wagzons, or on pack-horses, which are
jority, the (oneral hastened to vemadel his 156 to carey their own fodder, is absolutely im-
pln of campaigns and premptly rejecting his | possible."—Medfec’s War, page 167,

of this oflicer were sanguine.




