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TO OUR READERS.

As we close our sccond volume we have a tew
words to say to those who have hitherto supported
and.encouraged us in this undertaking, Once
more we wish in the most hearty manner to
express our thanks to those brethren and sisters
who-have held up vur bands during the past
two years which we have been endeavoring to
publish a-paper that might prove helpful to those
B who are in anxious to save themselves and others,
It has been -our purpose to keep this high aim
before us month by month, believing that no
: lower standard can justify the publication of a
. religious pay2r. “Howfar we have in this direction

succeeded our readers must judge 3 we trust thay,
at least, our.object has always been apparent.

In volume three it is our intention to pursue
the same general course as in volemes one and
two ; though we hope that experience will enable
us-to improve as we procecd. Parucularly do
we” hope to be able to devote more attention to
the cditorial department. | Not a few times here-
tofore the pressure of duties having a prior claim
upon our time has compelled us to send out the
paper with listle in the line of regular articles of
our own. But we venture to think that the con-
tents of our other departisents have never failed to
be interesting and profitable.  And in this con-
nection it will not be invidious to mention the
name of Bro. Sheppard who from the very first
in the most cordial way has lent us his ad by
furnishing us a series of articles which would
grace the columns and delight the readers of
any paper published by the Disciples of Christ,
Inasking a continuance of that kind considera-
tion and that hearty support which have been
given to us by so many of our biethren and
sisters thus far in our editorial carcer, we feel
that we have no personal, no sectarian ends to
serve, but rather those great ends-—those greatest
of ends—the conversion of sinners and the
. edification of saints.  And we believe that so
long as we pursue those holy objects in a holy
way we shall sccure the appreciation of our
brethren and the blessing of our God.

- We have never sought to disguise the fact that
it takes money to pubhich a religious paper, we
do not do so now,  On the other band we frankly
ask our readers to see that their subscriptions
are paid up regularly—many espire with this
nuinher—and to aid us, as many have in the
past, in increasing our sphere of uscfulness, by
enlarging our circle of readers.
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CHRISTIAN ACTIVITY.
1 Pl

Christianity calls for constant activity on the
part of all who embrace it.  Unlike arbitrary
systems which do littie for us Tt 1w place us
wnder restraint it incites to activity  Good works
are the frunts of Christian® y—-the natuml fruits.
“This is its glory.  Wicked men by embracing it
beeome “ fruitful troes”— * trees of rightcousness
the planting of the Lord.”  The system is char-
acterized by ns wransfonmmng power. It teads
sinful men first into the presence and fellowship
of God, and then with their sonls punfied, their
minds elevated and their heants enlarged it leads
them out, foll of sympathy and zeal, to become
coworkers with God m helping their fellows to

; happiness and Heaven,
1 Inactive Christians is a contradiction in terms,
/ T would be us consistent to speak of a cold heat
or w virtwous debanchee,  Where ther: is no
activity there 15 no Christianity, for Chnstianity
is a vital principl =-a bfe the very nature of
which is to- manifest itsell.  Christ did not de-
clare an absolute decree when he said to his
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disciples: * You are the light of the world,’
neither did he make an arbitrary demand when
said, * Let your light so shine before men ™ - 'Fo
receive Christ into the heart is to love him and
to love him is to «wrve lim--to do his will
Activity in the service of the Lord v then 2
result—the natural result of hving i Cidst, or
rather of Christ fiving inns. “The apostle Paut
sounderstood it. [ am crucified” he says “ with
Christ : nevertheless 1 live; yet not 1but Chrivt
liveth in me: and the lite which I now live in
the flesh | live by the faith ot the Son of God,
who loved me and gasc himself for we.”

Plhic sibner as soon 45 his eyes are opened to
a sense of his condition and to an appreciation
of the love of God as manifisted in Christ Jesus
towards him immediately exclaims, * Lord what
wilt thou have me o do 7* He desires to becowse
obedient and active.  ‘This desire, begotten by
the love of God, is the voice of the awakened
powers of the soul which need scope for develop-
ment. T'he ainer is not only called by the
gospel to a kife of activity but his renewed heart
both desires and demands it,

This being true it may be asked, how is it that
so many, alas{ instead of continuing active in
the Master’s vineyard become idle and m-
different?  We cannot close our eyes against
facts. We-should have no desire to do so.
How many are there who insteaa of working for
the r.ord have folded their arms mn idieness and
stretched their limbs in repose!  Many have
died and many are dying from having nothing
todo. Whole churches have died. and we know
of some which are dying as fast as possible for
the same reason.

While it is true that Christian activity is a
result of the reception of the gospel, it s also
true that it is a condition upon which depends
the Christian life. I'his 15 neither contradictory
nor inconsistent.  Christ says, “If a man love
me he will keep my words” He also says “If
you keep my commandments you shal/ abide
wy love.” .

It may be said again that the Chnstian is
cettainly safe,.for if he Joves Chnst he will be
active in his service and as Jong as he is active
in his service he will continue to fove him, but
we must remember that babes m Christ though
willing and anxious to be active need to be
taught ivhat to do and how to daoit. “I'oo many
obey the gospel and wmake no progress.  We do
not say that they are altogether to blame.  ft
the duty of the leaders of the church to help
new members untit they become-strong and well
started in the use of their newly awakened
powers. ‘There is safety only in activiy. We
would do well to heed the admonition ot Paul
to Timothy, * Fight the good nght of faith, lay
hald on eternal tife.”

‘I, L. E
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THE JUNE MEETING.

In another column will be found the announce.
inent that the Annual Meeting is ths year to be
held with the church at Enn Centre. Al funtner
necessary particulars may be looked for in the
May number of this paper. 1t 1s hoped there
will be a large and representative gathering of
brethren and ststers from all parts of the Province.
It is good for Chnistrans 10 come together to
confer concerning the cause of Christ, and to
enquire what they ean unnedly do to further at.
‘There is some reason o hope that Bro. A,
MeclLean, the indefatigable and enthusiastic Cor-
responding Secrctary ot the Foreign Missionary
Society, will be present.
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.

“Ihe time is at hand when those Sunday
Schools which were shut down during the wint.r
should be opened again.  No tume should be
lost in getting 1n good running order.  Arrange-
ments should be made wnd supplies provided
so that an enthusiastic opening may be made
not later than the first Lord’s Dayin-May, Those
who were imrereste. st year will almost certainly
be mterested this year, and those who were nof
interested Jast year should, if possible, be m-
terested this year.  .And now two words of
exhortation to the church not having a Sunday
School,---“ dtart one.™
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NOTES,

This is the fust nutber of Vol 11 of Tin,

ONPARIO EVANGELIST.

At Bowmanville, March gth, the wife of Bro,
M. Gunn of a daughter.

It you want to know what Prohibattomsts are
domng i the United States, you should read the
Voice published at $1.00 per year by Frank &
Wagnalls, 13 and 20 Astor Place, New York,

It 15 2 wonderful paper; a mighty power.

in ¥ e

We Jub with the Chrastan Standard. Any
one sendmg 1 .00 will gt the Standand anc
the Evanoieise both for one yeat.

We e pleased to note that the church at
Portage Ia Fraine has aain shownats nterest n
Forcign Missions by contnbuting $19.25.

Will not our agents and friends make 2 spec wl
cfiont this month to get rencrvals a well as new
subsenbers?

The editors of the Evasarist take the hand
su racetully estended by Bro. Gatf in another
column, and bey to assure him ot their con
unually increasing interest 1w the work in which
he is engaged, and their unchanging purpose to
do all they can 1o heep 1t before the brethren in
the Province.

Contributions fromOntario to Foreign Missions
sice last report in this paper =-—Cotswold,$5.15 :
2o Village, $10.80: Hamilton, $20.00; Onen
Souud, §8.00; Stayner, $3.35; Totonto (Dem-
son Avenue), $18.c0: Walkerton, $10.70; S.
S., Hanulton, $r2.28;
Garafraxa, $1r.00: Collingwood, $4.80: 8. S,
Collingwood, $1.20.

If you don’t get your paper regularly, notify
as by post carc.

it passes m going from us to you.

few letters and papers go astray.
2o/t happen sometimes, you kunow,

We are grieved to have to record the death,
in Neligh, Nebraoka, March 16th, of Mrs. Rachel
. Beach,  We have received an obituary notice
which we are compelled to hold over untl next
month.  Another ofthe Lord's honorable women

has gone home. A peculiarly affectionate circle

of relatives baz so soon again been broken, but
they have the joy of reflecting that as the circle
lessens here it enlarges on the other side.

The feading article in the March number of

The Library Mugazine s upon The Higher Line.
Lo is @t 10 be sustained ! Veing a review of an

anticle in the NMneleenth Century by Prof. Hunley
The number is filled
with mteresting reading upon important subjects.
Pubhshed monthly by John B. Alden, 393 Pearl

on Serence and the Bible.

Street, New York.  Only $r,00 a year.

IHave you taken up a collection yet for Foreign
7 Don’t you intend
giving something for this purpose? 11 so, there

Missions?  If not, why not?

is no tme hke the present. It we should ask

some churches: How much did you give dunng
the past year tor Foreign Missions? the answer
would be, Nething,  1f we should ask some of the

same churches; How much did you give duning

the past year for Home Missions? the answer

would be, Aotzung,  How much do you pay for
the regular preaching of the gospel at home?
Nothmg. A rehgion which costs nothing is not
the religion of Christ.  The result of our obser-
vation is, that such churches will die, and they

ought to die.  Just think of 1t.  No# one cont for

Tesus.

Growrh 01 A Bto Book.—\When Webster's
Unabridged was firt published in one volume,
it was a comparatively smali book.  Some years
after, an addition was wade of 1500 Pictorial
lilustrations, A Table of Synonyws, and an
Appendix of New Words that had come iato use.
A few years Jater came an.entirely new revised
edition of larger sive, with 3000 Pictorial Hius.
trations, then, after an interval of a fow years, a
Biographical Dictionary of nearly 10,000 Names,
and a Supplement of nearly 5000 New Words
were added; and now there has come a new and
most valuable addition, a Gazetteer of the World,
of over 25,000 Titlc.. The work is now not
only the Dicvonary, par excellence, but a Bio-
graphical Dictionary, a Gazetter of the World,
and .t great many other good things m its many
valuable “Tables

e Dewart editor of the Clrastian Guardian
recently delivered a very able senmon a0 the
opening of 2 new Methodist Chureh at West
Toronta Junetion.  His subject was © Chnstian.
ity Justified by sty Record.”  In speaking of the
Bible, among other fine things he said- “ Here
are offers of rest tor the weary and heavy faden -
f({rgivcnus for the guilty; peace for those m
disqutctude and troubie - powcrover temptation ;
consolation i surrown | and hght and guidnnct;
for the datk and stormy paths of life 1o i who
repent, helieve and obey the Gospel,” W,

. 4 © may
not he well informed as 10 Methodist teaching,

but wewere notaware that to Yobey"was consider-
<d by Methodists as & condition of enjoy
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irin Centre, $35.001

Perhaps 1t is our fault, or per-
haps of ene of the many throvgh whose hands
For curseives
we try to make no inistakes, and we judge the post
otfice officials are also careful, for comparatvely
But mistakes

ing thel

blewsings ot the Gospel. We have trequenty
heard Methodists, and even Methodist preachers,
find great 1t with the Iuseiples for msisting
that vbedience 1 A condition of pardon, W
are very glad to lean that Dr, Dewart, who g
perhaps the ablest man i the Methodist Churchy
of Canada to day, agrees with the Disciples on
that point, tor certunly tis the plam and constant
teachng of the New Testament,  When the
Methodists as a body learn to express themsclves
as D Dewart does on this matter, they wiji
understand better than they now do the position
of the Disuiples on the subject of Baptism,

After answermg a querist the editor of the
dApostoite Guude has this 10 say ¢

We would remark to Bro. Gooch that 1f he
will read exclusively the Revised Version, and
wrap up his Old Version in 2 tough piece of
paper with a good strong strng around it, and
Tay 1t away As 4 cuntosity for his descundants of
a future generation to gaze upon, ke will mea
with tewer paiplening questions of 1aterpretation,
So with others

How many of the readers of this paper, we
wonder, ate neglecting to use the Revised Ver
ston, declared by competent-authonty to be not
only the bust-Enghsh Version yet produced, but
the best Version yet produced mn any language?
We often hear it saud that there are not many
changes n the Revised Version ; for-the infor-
matton of-such as thmk so, we may say that
there are over 25,000

Qur attention has been called to a lengthy,
but wtensely mteresting speech delivered at the
Industraal Conference held m Washington, Feb.
2nd, and reported m full i -the Navwonal Re-
JSormery upon Partics n the United States.

Bro. E. declares amself a ** National Re-
former” and n favor of a * National Reform
Pruy.”

‘The following is what he s2ys relative to the
hquor traflici—

We witl now spend a few moments in the con-
sideration uf the tour great questions which
naturatly fead-all other questions; viz., Liquor,
Labor, Tantt, and lnance!

We place fiquor tirst, because wc'bch‘c\:c—no
rest can come to this pation, unul this evil is put
away.  thigh license in order to suppress this
greatest of all curses to the laboring man ot this
country, is only playing the devils fest card -in
the interest of the hquor traffici ** Licenscs,”
says the Court of Appeals of the State of New
York, *are mere temporary permits to do what
otherwise would be unlawful.”

Therefore it would become unlawful to carry
on this traffic were it not allowed under, and by
vintue of a spectal license latw ! ‘Therefore we
say, Lown with all license laws !

GoLoky WEDDING.—Ilad the Erin Advocate
been i custence fifty years ago, the following
iem nnght have graced 1ts columns :—** Married
on March Tth, 1838, by the Rev. D. McMillan,
at the residence of the bride’s father, John Me-
Lean, Mr, Hugh MeMllan, to Miss Marguret
Mclean, ail of Erin” Last week the fifticth
anniversary of the above event was duly observed
by friends and neighbers,  Many of the guests
of 1838 are still i existence including the ofticis
ating mimster, whose parish at that time com-
prised several townsiaps.  ‘T'he festivitics on that
occasion were contmued for a whole week,
However, the young couple sct out for the
journey of life with health and strength and
ambition to carve a home,  “The place selected
was con, Y, lot 22, kun, containing 200 acres
more or Jess.  Here they have remained ever
sinee clearing and cultwaung the fand and have
surrgunded  themselves  with many comforts,
reared a large fanuly who, with one eaception,
are stil living. "The family consists of Danicl,
Charles, Joseph, Duncan, Barbara, and Mrs.
Currie, in Erin; Hugh, at Guelph: Mrs. Me
Wilhioms, Puslinch; Joun I Saugeen; Flor
Ann, Wilnot; and Archibald, at Fergus, The
venerable couple have passed the alloted three
score and ten, and are still in good lualth
and vigor of body and mind, In the midst of
all the cares of farm and family, religious life has
been a source of pleasure and- comfort at all
times,  Dunng the whole of their united life
they have taken an aetive part in the afiairs of
the church of their choice, May it be said of
them-when they exchange life for immortality,
the church mititant for the church triumphant,
* Lafe’s race welk won, life's work well done.—
Guelplh Mereury.

CHURCH NEWS.
Kitsvni-- A tetter from Iiro, Lediard, of late
date, mforms ws that he was engaged in an in-
teresting meceting in Kilsyth,

ER!N ViLLae-~The sisters in this church
organized on March 2lst a Mission Band with
Jencouraging prospects of success. ‘They will
;E mect the third Wednesday in-every month, and
W have « monthly fee of ten cents per member.
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