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extracted froin their prospectus, the pro-
fcsso:,-sof the College of Memphis bpeak flot
in their o'vn naine but in the naine of the
whiole teaching body of wvhich they are
nienbers. They say flot wve a,-'yee, but Ilthte
Christian Brotlhers agree wîtb ail 1 ,rofound
theorists on education, that the minc of
the student inust be accustomed to self-
activity." It mnay be safeiy concluded then
that such are the sentimients that anjînate
the whole society-a conclusion that is
confirmned by siiînilar professions in the
catalogues, and prospectuses of the
various and widely separated institutions
of this wvorld.wide Religious orcler of
Teachers.

'l'le systern of La Salle, then is hased
upocn the princil)le that the child must be
taughlt to reason, even iroini bis first lesson
the Brothers ofto-day proclaini in terinscicar
.and distinct, their strict adherence to thîs
fundarnentai l)rincile -but dco the
B3rothers putt this principle into practical
execution ? That the te-achers iii the
Ottawa Separate Scbiools lost sight of it, I
arn prepared neither to concede nor deny,
but this I wi!l aftirm, desp-te these
exceptions, if they be exceptions :the
charactcristic featture if the ]3)rothiers'
teaching is their a;rertiotus endeavor to
cultivate the rea.soning facuities of their
pupils. This statemient wili be found
indirectly proved iii the followving pages
by the arguments thiere adduced to lirove
that the miethods of the Christian B3rothers
are not behind the age. For the present
let mie select but three of the innumierable
witniesses that igbolt he brought forward in
support of my assertion. T1hey are a]l
three froni the Creat Republic to the
soutb, and muen wvhose probity, whose
knowvledge wh'ereof they speak cannot be
called in question. My first witness is
John O'Kane Murray, the gifted author
of A4 Peouliar His/ory, oi i/te Ca//zo/ic
C/wrcz in thte Uited States. Listen to
the testinmony of Mr. Murray -* Il We
cannot better conclude this chapter (on
Catholic conittnon schools) than by a
glance at the interior of a reprTesentative
Anierican Cathoiic schooi in this Centen-
niai year. l'le facts given are fromn
personal knowiedge. St. Jamies' Cathedral

*'Vide A Pop). Hist. of Catb. Churclb in U.S.,
1pge 429.

Free School is situated in Jay street,
Brooklyn, N.Y. For a quarter of a
century it bas been under the manage-
ment of the Christian Brothers. * * «I
Bverytbing moves with the utmost
harrnony, wvith the regularity of clockwork.
* * * Here notiîng is studied by rote.
Every effort is muade to develope the judg-
nment and to strengthen the nienory of
the pupils. The brilliant public examina-
tions show the thoroughiness of the work
done." Now lend the ear to the evidence
Of iReverend 1Father Elliott, C. S. P. :
"They knew bow to teach," says this
distinguishied Paulist in speaking of the
Brothers of bis schooi days, "and they
tat g h t us well. Their systern wvas intel.
ligent, tbeir dicipline strict - -alniost
niilitary--their affection for us deep and
religi,,ons. * * * I have nio hesimation
wvhatever in saying that the fact that. I
spent those years of mny boyhiood in the
Brothers' scbooi bas been the main reason
why I have remained a Catholic, and have
valid hopes of finally saving miy sou]. I
will also bear testiniony that in the sttudy
of theoiogy in later years, and in acquiring
the principles of Christian perfection,
their instructton laid the founidation for
nty whole course, or rather gave to niy
mind distinct outlines which had but to
be conipleted and filled out in a miore
elaborate course of stndy." T[his testiniony
of Fatber Eliiott is of peculiar value; for
theoiogy deniands of the student, reason-
ing po'vers of a far highier order than does
any other science, and biow could the
Cbristian Brothers bave laid the founda-
tions of their young pupii's after-course in
this Queen of Sciences, if they taugbt hini
flot to reason in bis eariy years? Right
Rev. John J. Keane, Rector of the
University of Washington, giories in the
fact that bis infarnt steps on the rugged
road v) learning were supported by the
Sons o! T.a Salle. IlOne of those tbings
in niy iS"le said, speaking in St.
Patrick's ( atliedral, New York, in 1888,
"that I nui especiaily thankfui for is tbat

O r.~ne ot the boys of tbe Christian
B others' training, that I had the bappiness
o being their pupil in St. Vinc ent's scbool,
ai zl Caivert Hall in Baltimore. There
are Christian Brothers in this noble
edifice to-day, froin wimose- lips 1
iearned words of eternal wisdorn, anmd to


