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National Assembly, and the charge
inight have been believed to this
day had iiot Burke set forth, in the
strongest terms, their true position.
Ilis description of those who would
have thrown Englanci into the
throes of a revolution is one of the
])est sketches that can be given of a
people dissi.tisfied with, and destitue
of, ail respect for law and authority.
It serves also to show to better ad-
vantage what was the true opinion
of the great body of the English
people concerning the French Revo-
lution. He demonstrates miost
clearly that: " we should fear God;
look up wvith awe to Kings; with
affection to Parliaments; with duty
to mlaglistrates; with reverence to
priests; and wvith respect to nobility."
This xvas no doubt the spirit that
existed amnong the EiIish people,
but it required the i)en of a Burke to
describe it, andi in doing so how well
has he made it in accordance with
the teaching of the Catholic church
on the saine subject. He said that,
when the idea of a revolution was
brought before their minds, it was
natural that they should be so affect-
ed. The Catholic Church under
similar circuinstances would say that
it wvalright, and for the same reason,
ogiven by Burke, that should other
principles prevail, there would follow,
as followed in France, that period of
vice and licentiousness which in the
justice of God would render them
" Cperfectly fit for, and justly deserv-
ing of, slavery through the whole
course of their lives."

I n niatters pert-aining to the wel-
fare of England as a nation, there
was found in himi that independence
wvhich can truiy be said to character-
ize the Catholic church in her actions,
which in their compass interest the
wvho1e world. Elected for six years
as the ineniber for Bristol, it was

natural to suppose that he wouldl
have regrard for its interests in mat-
ters relative to the financial policv
of the country. ( t is true that h'Q
was their faithf ul represent tive; buit
it is too true that for his devotioti to
the general welfare of England, he
was forced, in the face of sure defeat.,
to retire from, the contest in that con-i
stituency. Why ? Because he haci
forseen, as his constituents had îiot,
the baneful resuits that would surely
follow the intolerant policy of Lordl
North's government towards Amer-
ica andl Ireland. Seein this, Burke
had the courage of hisgconvictions,
and with that fearlessness which was
his inost notable characteristic, hc
boidly advocated, regardless of the
consequences to hiniseif, what he
thought was riglit. True, it cost hini
the representation of Bristol, but it
dicl not entail the losF of his prînci-
pies. The people oi Bristol were
selfish ; Burke was generous. He
looked for the prosperity of England;
they for the welfare of Bristol.
Burke suifereci the loss of bis seat;
he did flot, Lowever, suifer the loss
of his reputation for honest and pat-
riotic principles. So it is with the
Catholic church. How niany tinies
mnight she have retained millions
within her fold had she been willingi
to serve their selfish motives!1 How
often rnight, she have retained na-
tions under the banner of the ancien t
faith had she been williiig to alter
her lawvs so as to mneet their desires!
But, like Burke, she could not, and
preferred to, see a part suifer rathcr
than the whole. The principies of
the Catholic church are, if I may use
the expression, golden rnaxims pre-
sented to her by ber Divine Foun-
der; and by theni she has been, anul,
when the occasion arises, always
shall be, conipelled to, stand a willingl
victini and watch millions torii froîn
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