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of Abiezer. lic is ofi'ered the tinone of Isr-acl iii perpetiiity; but aware
tbat lie coul1 iîot live for ever, thlat, bis son ilnigit, bc a tyranit or IL Ibol,
and thiat it belougs xîot to tman to grive peace, stability and succcss, lie
r(eftises the ten-ipting- offer, and at oncc suggrests that lio who cait cornniand
the blessing must rule. "I1 will îîot, rue over you, nieither shial my son
mile ovor you :the Lord shall mule over you,"-a ruler little thiinlît of,
or at ieast spoken of, at the present tiiie. Wliat a contrast to those wvhO
would eînpty the public puirse to fill thieir owil pockets; wvbo wvould tr-cad
tupon the necks of thîousands to secure thieir owvn elevation ; whio wvould
sacrifice the inidependence of nations to gratify their insatiable ambition.

\Ve lhave boere exemplified the %veldefiiied difference betwvcca the
Christian -I do neot say professor-and the unbliever. Put hM wvhere
yon xvill, the Christian ]ives for o1Mers ;the unhieliever lives for i' rsf.
By hoth tlîat situation is iiiost coveted that is rnost directly subservient
to thec object conteîuplatedl. Hannihals, C.esars, anîd Napoleons, you tind
iii the wvorld; but Moseses, wlbo choose affliction wvit1i tho people of God
r-atber tbiaî the pleastires of sin; Gideonis whio refuse a crowva thiat the
people inay bc firee; Pauils wli1o suifer the loss of ail posessionis and pros-
pOcits that the cause of trutli and r'ghiteousiiess înay prosper; and Calvins,
-%vlio, leaving tlieir imj)ress on nations and geiierations, wvitlî the procecds
of a librai'y ean bequeatli tliree liundred crowus, are founid noivliere buit
under the bannier of Hiini %vlio sits ia Heaven. I kiiow there are somae
who would tell you they wvould place more conlfidenice in othiers thaîi
professors of religion. Btut there is not oie of tbem 'vho, obliged te seek
the hiospitality of a solitary ]lut iii the foi-est, wvould niot Loch hiniscîf more
saLe, an(l sheel) more securely, unider the roof of the mnu -%vlîo î'cads a
portion cf* Seripttire, anîd bowvs blis knees iii prayer to God before retiring
te, rest, than of Mia -%vlo bids good nighfe te bis guest over a decaniter of
ruin. The inoinitain and the plain nîcet, but no oma hauglîs at the idea
that the inountain is nmore elevated than the plain. Yout inay find a1 point
wbere tlhe lowcst iii the Chuircl and the iînost elevated in the world seem
te, meet, aîîd the distinction b)etwveen themi could iiot ho pi'ecisely iiidi-
cateci, yet that deoes not piove that tiiere is iiot an essential differeuce
betwveen the Christian and the infidel.

Conisider the ebaracter of our great exaniple biixuseif. We sec Jesus
;deiitifying- luiniself wvith blis people, nieveu' standing alonie, nover for a

mornent forgettinig iniihinsrulf tiiju responsibilities, suiffe'ings, tenmpta-S ionsjoys, hopJes, thieir temploral as Nv'ell as tlieir spir"itual necessities-
in Ris life, in R-is deatb, in His resurrection, iii Ils ghory thecy are a
part of himself. H1e camue niot te be niinistered unte, but to nîhister ;
tiioigli Hie wvas ricbi, yet for their sakes Hie beesme poor, thiat they
thîroýgIi Ris povcrty iigh-it be made x'ichî.

Are we Ohristiaîîs at al f Are -%ve truc nieni, u'chis the saie thiiîg?
Thon beliohding as in a glass the ghory of' the Lord, wve are traxîsformed
into tue saine image, and the per'fection of liuinaniit- and of blessedîîess
stands ia iiiiion witlî Hiiîu, and bcing like Huju as Hie is. As Gidecon
said to, bis~ soidiers, se the Captaiin of saivation says to us, "Look on nie
and it sbail be, tlîat as 1I(do, se shial ye do." -Rev. IV. 'ommem'ville.


