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A MINISTERIAL STATEMENT,.
T thoeud of last week a Banquot was given to the
Canadian Ministers at Cornwall, and {a roply to
vuo of the toasts tho Minister of Financo dolivered a
speech, i which he mado roferenco to tho trade posi-
tivn of tho cuantry, and furnished an indication of
his commercial policy in the cuming Session of Par-
pament.  Without alluding to the political subjects
ot wineh hio touchied, we will give tho points of his
stalunuit waith rulerviney to cvinttercial subjects.
Alludiog to the Reciprocity negoctations, ho stated
that Caoada was aever in a better condition thau she
18 ow to bear any political chavge.  Ho said .~

SAysthitn my recolicction Canndn was never in s0

rusperotts a condition 8 it 13 at this prosont e I
judge by tho Returns, which are submitted to mo in
tov oflicial capacity, which show the extent of our ex-
purts and our impurte, our dealings wath Eny land and
all furesgn countries, and 1 thero soo that in the last
soren months woe have gold ten millions of dollars
worth (210,000,000) more than we have bouglit—a
thiug wiuch has nover before occurred,—and whon 1
miae thid statement, 1 maks oue which certainly vught
to hring forth {n covery body feelings of thauktuluvss,
and alsv of pride and seltreifunce [Applause 1 Itis
woll, 31F, that wo should have such sentinents; it is
weli that we should feul that woa.e, that wo are able
to weet the ditlicultica which may anse from the fact
that on the 17th of this month our T'rade RRelttious
with tho Luited States will probably be subjected to
eufivun diswarbanee.  (Ulieera,§

This 14, undoudtedly, a stat t on which tho coun-
try may well be cougratuluted. He noxt contended
that thiere had been a disposition on tho part of the
cvubtry to oy er-cstinate tho importance of the Reci-
prucity Licaty, notwithstandmg that he held it to bo
groady impurtant, and further that tho utmost cuer-
gen of the cuuntry would require to be taxed to meet
tiederangement of presont business relations tiat com-
wence vb the 17th dustant.  He dented in very ciopha-
Lo leas Laitl the Goverument had been apathcetic in

£ g4t tu tuls yuostiva o stated that thuy had dong
ad Wl they deemed it bugt to dv. As much has )
s saad vu Uus puiug, 1t 19 probably oudy fair to givoe |
M Uult sown words, -

Wo wuio charged last Session with not having |
o wuav dllvutiva tu at, tur, we wuie told, tho alva.
un0 g rns couttry (if 1 may use the word) depeaded
upul the mumtenance of the Keciprocity Treary
o tuiiied Parhuaiens that we wero awiake to the
uettssiavs vl tuu Gy, 8ud tu the intorest wo bad m
contiiarng the ficust pusaiblo wtercouso with our
neghbours 1w the Luted States—that our attention
had been cunstantly dirocted to tho subject, und that
whel the piuper Wiuy cawe, tue peoplo would be

aware that the Adnunsteation had oot beea “3"'"111' |

[

1 their duty fn this respect * ¥ & o ywhut
would ask auy genticman in auy part of Canadn—
what was thy pusition ot the country a fow onths 1
agu” What did mauy taen -toe real encines ot the |
coutitry—-say woultl be tho rexult of the cossation of
vuf Cunedutcativus with the Linted Statea” Moruz
tusl 1ty duo mporiance, Sir, Wity givou to that Trade
and the country was aypareutly woling to surrcuder {
for tt moro than oughit to bogiven  Tue Goverumcat,
however, did uot skare tuat techug: thoey oelfevedat !
was Light to do what was tar, but tv do uo moro thau |
what wag fair  [Cleers.] % * & * Agong 50 as
July last wy hon triend, Mr Howlaud, aud w)seif
were deputed by our coliesgues to visit Waslupgton

We shuply give this statement withuut entering mto
aay discussivn which might arise upou it. Mir. Gait
theo gave & narrative of the nogociativus at Washing.
ton- in which he wado this statement . — l

Wi found that the priocipal ground the Ameri.
cans hnd in opposing freedom of trade with us w:ux
coutitcted with the taxatiou under which their pooply
are savounag. lncy sawd tuat British poople should
nut Cumy tuto their markets without beariug simlae
burdeus to their own  But they never aske saud wo
never propused that they should tax our exports
witbout vur hawing tho same Liberty to tax thers
To was neser propused that it they choso to put a duty
of ouo cent_or of twonty conts on a bushel of Cana.
dian wheat imported into the States, we should not
havo the option of putting an cquivalent duty on
Apierican w heat imported 1uto Cauada. Tho Awmers.
caus liever arcamed of azkiug that they should imposo
dutics on Canadian products which Cauada shiould
vot havy the right ot imposing on theirs, e
it was proposed o leave tho caual, tishieries and {sansit
yuesitons iu the samo § a8 at pres that 50
18g 48 othier uatters were satisfactory, tho oxistin
arraligements respecting them sbould” g on—and
canoot conceive how it 13 pu ible tuat any man cag
make it g chrge agaiust the Government of Canada
tuat we should be willisg to continuo agreements
which have been bunobcial, provided arrangemeonts in
othier reopects wers suthiactory.”  (Uear.)

He added, with respect to the canals, that the nego-
ciators propused tho sawmo policy that he had an.
nounced in his place w Parbiaincut, and w ich 110 au.
derstood tno couuntry to demand. With reference to
the important point of eateudivg the Fieo List, we
think it better to givo Mr Galt's own words.—

* What wo said was tius, * Eot us see whether tho

Reciprocal Free List, which bas beocidtted both coun-

trics g0 much, cannot Ly extended to cortain classes of
manufactures.’ We had faith fn tho ability of our
peoplo to manufacture; wo know we had a chesper
country; wo belioved wo hiad a peoplo equal in intol.
ligencg, we thoughtif cur pooplo had a fair start in
the raco, that, betng mora lightly burdoued, thay
would win it. If we wore wrong, we wore wrong in
onr eatimate of tho abillties of our peoplo to compceto
with tho Americaus, and not fu what was our concep-
tion of our duty towards thom. [Loud chioers,| Ounco
again, Sir, it has been said that_our futention was to
discriminate agalust our owa Mother Country. A
more flagrant violation of truth was nover written.
[Chcons.z Such an ldea never entered the brain or
any of the delegates. Wo would never couvsent to
treat our fellow-subjects in Great Britain—with whom
we aro counceted by the bonds of blood and of affic.
tion, worso than a foreign power, Whatever wo wero
prepared to glve to the United States, wo were pre-
pared to give to our mother country, aye, anl moro
too, Wo were and are, and 1 hope shall bo for cen-
turies withng to spend our Iast mau and our Iast shil-
liug for hier  How cau it bo supposed that wo would
dream for a singla indtant of putting her productions
on an fuferior tooting to thoso of tho United Liates?
1 desiro to give the moat emphatic contradiction to
any such statement us this.”” [f.oud applause.]

1o claimed for the negociations that they had estab.
lished good understanding, and that leading papors |
and people of the United States hiad como to lovk upon
trado rolations with Canada in a different light than
formerly and to speak in a different and moro fricudly
tone i fact. they cundemn in decided languagoe the
nurrow viow which Mr, Morrilland his friends in Con-
gress have taken,

Wo now come to the imporlant announcement of
the specch, namely, the course to bo pursued by this
country in view of the abrogation of tho Reciprocity
Treaty Weo quote Mr Galt's words:—

“1t is necestary for tho Governmeunt to consider
now, and it will be necessary for Parilament to con-
sider svon in tho most earnest way how they will deal
with the comnwerctul future of Canada, and what jts
Trade polioy shall bo. [Chcersl It ts perfectly cioar
that the Unfon with the Lower Provincos must speed-
ity be carried out, We must completo our communi-
cations with them, ad higvo our mutual comnerca as
S0 a8 pussibic.  Tho Gyuvernment have sent a com-
niission to the West Indies and Brazil to forestall tho
action of tho .morican Governmont. It 13 the inten-
ton of tinus U vernment tu give effect to tho recom- |
mtndations of thy Cummision whvdeser they have
made their 1 p0ort 10 Partament  With regard tu
tho markets of England and France, the two great
cunsummli countries of Luropoe, it can scarcely be
imained that they can be made nivre trev thaa they
now are  But it {2 tho duty of the Government to on-
deavour to mako such arranigoments with the Colonies
of the~o Powurs, and witle-Sputu and her colony, Cuba,
a+ will sccure the reciprocar futeccaaogo « € some ot
their Produc!a and ours [Uear, hear) 1 s plain
that the Government will havo to proposo to Parlia-
ment a compiete revision ot our system of taxation:
for tho burde: 3 of the peeple will hase to Lo ro-ad-
nsted te etimulate the great agrioultun.t interest ot
the Province and to make Canada at once the cheap-
est sulihtry to Hvu 1, and tho most attrasuve country
in the world for tho lubuur aud capital of fureign
lands  filear liear ] Our policy maust bo one of do-
velopineat and nag of n\onage—dovclopmont nat of
Cauvuda aloue, but of ali the vast terntory streiching
frum Nowlvund aud on the ooe hand to the Pucitic on
the othor  We may have to postpone fur & ime the
enlargement of the ‘cunals that has been spoken of for
gesviatl yoars, becanso wo hasve not yet the assurance
that the Amencan trade witl bo pennitted to use
them, but this Wl leavo us all the more means tor
opening up the great North-West [ear] The
opening up of these lands, Eastward and Westward.
and cspeciaily Westward, wili ental the inaugaration
of a new gy stom of cmi{;ratlun Immigration is what
the New World must ook to -and the fact that my
hou. friend, Afr. McGeo, fs at the huad of tho depart-
ment winch has chargo of that subject, tust give tho
poople c.atidenco that emugrabivn will b drteied in
the best manner for the hard-working song of labour
who come to Canada as a refuge {rom &l parts of the
world.,” ([Cheore.}

Wo thwk the great majority of the people of thig
country wi'l gustawn the Mimister of Finaance in the
policy which is hore announced. It §sonn which will
promotae trade and build up the commarcial prospar-
ity of this country, in & manner heretofore uukunown
It is duo to Mr. Galt to say that, throughbut, his
speoch is romarkablo for clcarness and ability.

There i3 one other point which we may montion
horo  We belicve it is not tho policy of tho Canadian
Goverament to recommend any measure of reprisal,
1t1s understood that tho Trausit in Bond Regulations
will remain aa at peosont, ag will also the navigation
of tutand waters. No duty will belevied upon Ameri-
can natural products now in the freo hst, eacept, per-
haps, on coarse grains, which aro chuefly used for the
purpose of distillation, the object boing to check fm-
portatious feowm the Westornn States for this purpose,
and 80 cauro the consumption of graius ot Canadian
growth. o

—~—Tho Crown Land sales in tue County of Simcoe,
advertixed to take place on tho 1stof Alorch, bave been

ghostponod til the 15th of March, some alteratioa {n
ecouditions of sale having beon made.

—— ——

NEW CHANNELS OF TRADF,
ON the 17th of this prosent month, as is well knowa
to all Caunadians, will terminate tho Recl, oty
Tree.ty between tho British North Amerlcan Pro«ncos
ard tho United Statos, which has now beea in forco
for clovon years,

That it has been a boon to this country, and that
through its influence, to a great extent, Canada has
becomeo what sho now is, mo one wilt deny. Whea
this country was in its commercial infancy, when cap-
ital was wanting and cuergy slumbered, when rafl.
roads wero measured by hundreds ouly, instead of by
thousands of miles, when dense forests had stitl to falt
beueath tho axe of the settler, whoso feet yet tarried
afur off; when our powers were undevoloped, and we
kuew not our strongth, then did we need, as sinco thean
wo hiavo protited by, tho near market for our coreals
and our timber that this Treeaty of Commerco afforded
tous. Unfettered by legistation, trade flourished aud
grow into manly proportivus. All parts of the land.
even {o the most reote, felt the quickentug intlaence,
und though during tho fast decade, there have beea
“easons of over-spuculation fullowed by almost utter
staguation, still tho matenal prospority of Canada hus
gutic on Increasing with cuwmulative forco and rapid-
ity  We du not suck to lusien or make hght ot the
great benefits which lavo arisen as a dircct result of
tho Reciprocity Treaty, nor do we wish it supposed for
an [nstaut that wo beliove Canadu will suffer no pros-
ent loss from its termination. Nevertheloss, weare cou.
fident that out of this present apparent eval will spring
much good, and many happy rosults. Amongst them
we tay mention, moro reliance on ourselves as a
nation, and the development of new aud much more
profitable channels of trade.

Scarcoly Lave the negociations for a renewal of the
Treaty been broken off and our Commmissioners re-
turined from their not altogother fruitless mission to
Washington, when we reecive intelligenco that ovonts
havo trauspired which will renderitalmosta certainty,
that ore lonz the ¢ommarcial barriers now existing
hetwean the British Colonies on this cuntinent wall be
broken down and swept away by the trlumphant cac-
rying out of the grand schemeo of Confederation  New
Rruuswick and Newfoundland have alecady doclarcd
in favour of it, and Nova Scutia and Priuce Edward
Islaud must follow suit. The immediato construction
of the Tntercolonial Railroad will be a necessity, and
thon will commence a new stato of things commerci.
ally, batween Canada and the Maritimoe ovinces.

Another sulject of congratalatiun is the progress
madv by the Trade Cummissioners to thie West Indies
Weare not 1 possessivn of thie detailsof what they have
accomplished as yot, but it 13 certain thoy will be ablo
tv make a report mure favourabto and satistactory than
most people eould have at alt anticipated ot ventured
to predict. At a dinuer given to the Commissioners
at Georgetown, British Gmana, Govornor Hincks, fu
the course of a speech, in which he pointed out the
deficiency in the present means of com:unication
between this countiy and the West Indies, said that
‘a1t was oue of tho objects within the scope of the
preseut mission to conader if possible the extension ot
posial commumicativn botween the North Amenican
provincos and tho West Indies, a3 welt as othor
cuuntrics, and he jtho Govornurj had not hicsitated to
assure thy Comnussivaers that e any well-constdered
measures for meetiag the object, they might rely on
tho cordial co-oprration of British Guinna,"”

The importance of the trado which may bo carried
on with the West Iodics and South America cannot
well bo over estimated, and we trust ero long to seo it
in go flourishung a condition thatall regrots for defauct
reciprucsty may bo entarely absorbed and forgotten in
the prosperity attendant on it.

Now G, W. R, Passengor Btation at Toronte.

The celebration of the opening of the Station took
place on Saturday the3nd inst, and wash voured by an
excursion to Niagara Falls and a luuch at the Clifton
House, with eppropriate speechies and toasts. The
uew station, situated at the foot of Yonge streot, con-
sists of the main building 8 loug rectangle 310 by 61
feet. arched over with a very lofty roof; a lower
building, flat roofed, on the north side, contalning
the waiting aud refre-hment room, offices, &¢ ; and on
the south atde, noxt to thoe water, {3 the freight house
and offico The bullding presonts & very flao appear-
auce, and 18 altogotber superior to auything of the
Lind in Canada, which, after all, is not saying a gros
deal for it.



