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EbITeRrIAL.

EXCELSIOR'S ARTICLES.

Agreeable to our promise, we commence in this issue,
Eacelsior’s articles on Watchmaking, and will continue them
regularly from month to month until they are completed. We
need hardly say that wetrust our readers will study tham carcfully,
for we are satisfied that they pussess su much inhorent mernts
that no practical watchmaker that ever commencds thum, will
leave them off until they are complited. In order that our
readers may have them complete, we have started at the very
foundation, his Treatise un the Balunce Spring, and will con-
tinue them on in the same order in which they were originally
published.

In another part of this issue, will be found a few, frum
amongst the hundreds of fetters we have recanved from all parts
of Canada, endoursing our remarks regarding the menit of Fa-
celsior’s articles, and it will be noticed, that those must enthus-
iastic are the oncs that have read and studicd them attentiely.
All of these gentlemen are unanimous in their opinion that
these papers are invaluable to any watchmaker who desires tu
make his mark in the craft.

Many of these correspundents are guud cnough to say sume
kind and flattering things about Tur TrabER, and how
they regard it.  For these we thank tham sincerely, and shail
do our bust in the future to deserve their confidence and good
will. W have now ceased sending our paper to anyune not a
bona fide jeweler, and now that we have made it purely a jewel-
ers’ paper we trust that the craft will make it more than ever
their own, and help to make it a success by sending in contni-
butions on trade topics and any item of news that they think
wouid be of interest to the trade in general.

As we only print enough pupers to send one to every jeweler
in Canada, we trust that our readers will preserve then, carefully.
Althouh we are often written to for them, we cannot furnish
back numbers. Our readers will please take note of this, and
govern themselves accordingly.

Cur advertisiag pages «re now so varied and interesting, as
to be fully as good reading as the rest of the paper.  They
are the monthly messages rom our leading manufacturers and
‘sbbers to the trade gencrally, and we ask for them your care
ful perusal and cunsideration.  We would take it as a favor, if,
when ordering goods from houses tu which you have been di-

HOW ABOUT INSURANCF?

——

The disastrous fire i Hull Last month, involving @ luss of
nearly a quarter of 2 nulhon of dollars’ wotth ot property, 15 but
anuther instance of the danger to which must of vur country
villages are exposed.  Had Hull, like half-a-dozen other places
in the Dominion which have been reduced to smoke and ashes
during the past ten years, not been built punupally of woud,
and allowed to remamn without adequate water and fire protecc-
tion, its two hundred buildings might have been standing to-
day, and 1t is scarcely probable that we would have been called
upon to commisscrate its citizens upun the awful calanaty
which has reduced many of them to poverty, and rendered
most of them homeless.

The era of wooden buildings has gone by, and if people
who ought to know better would look a short way ahead, and
estimate the risk they are running by living in wooden towns
and villages, inadequate]y protected against the ravages of fire,
we are satisfied that in most cases brick ur stone would be usdd
in preference.

Of cuurse there are lots uf places that arc now in eaistence
whouse prople are not wealthy cnough and who probably woeuld
nut care tu pu" duswn thar wouden liluldlllgb and r\,pl.uu tham
with bruk ones, and o any jescder whe may happen to be
carrying on busiiess i such a place, we take this vpportunay
of saying that they cannot be tou carcful in looking after ther
firc insurance, and having both thar budding (f they are foru-
nate enough to own it) and stock adequately sured. A man
who owns his own sturg, has his stock paid fur, and vwes no
man any thing, if he is foulish cnough to du su, can afford tu go
without msurance, brcause he tabhes all thie nsh Lnsdf, But
the merchant who buys his guods on oredit, has no night to ox-
puse his craditurs to a4 chance of luss that can be su easily
guarded against as luss by fire.

As a rule, most peuple insurg, but many of them, when they
put on a few hundred dolars, fancy that they have done all
that they vught to duin the matter.
mistake.  Total luss by fire 15 an ever present nsh, and
should be as intclhigently loohed after and provided against, as
rent or taaes, or any uther necessary expense that it s unpus
sible to do without. It is true that a man may go un fur a Lfe-
time and never have a fire, but he may have one the day after
he insures, or, as has happened, the day after he has alluwed
hus pulicy 1o lapse, thinking that the risk was not worth the
expensc.

Anything that is worth doing at all is worth doing well.
Therefore, if you insure against fire at all, do < intedhigently,
Tak stock, and find vut how much your lus would amount to
in case you were burned out withuut a chance to save any thing,
Then go to sume first ass company and insure fur as near that
amount as they will allow you to do.  If insuraace, no matter
how small the amount 15 good, adequate insurance, 5 as
reduce your loss in case of fire, to A minimum o ‘r butes,
Hundreds f wealthy merchants in Canada have been reduadd
from affluence tu purerty simply becauvse they neglected 1o
sure their stock and property in propurtion to the amount of
nsk volved, whilst uthers, who have been egually unfortunate

There nover was a greater



