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" THE TRADER.

make somo improvements in the direc- l to withidraw the mensure entiroly for the |is not onuly worthless as & guaranteo of
The convlusivn renched by |quality, but o serious drawback to the
theso geutlomen, and in which the Prem- | manufucture, without adding much to
ior scems to havo comnourred, wes, that | the rovenuo.

tion of chieapening the rate, and carrying
Iarger parcels, it would bo a great boon
to the public in geueral and the jowelry
trado in partioular, Wo think tho time
bias come in Canadn, when o ten and
twonty cent parcel post might be intro-
duced with advantago to the public, and
profit to the dopartment.

Tho charges made by the Lxpress
Companies, who have a wonopoly of the
small enrrying trade, aro so exorbitant
that it would be but a simple wet of
justice on the part of the post office de-
partment, to deliver the public from
their clutchies in this partioular at least.
We understand that Mr. Fawcott, the
English postmaster genoral, is introduo-
ing a clicap parcel post system in the
English post oflices, and, as the mother
country leads the van in all such econo-
mic reforms, it is to be hoped that, if the
oxperiment is successful, a similar system
will bo tried here. In the jewelry trado,
such an arrangement would be highly
appreciated, on account of the many
smell and valuable parcels that rre con-
tinually passing between the wholesale
and retail merchants, and it would at
onco form a safeand inexpensive method
of transit for such parcels, that they do
not now possess. The present rate of
oxpress charges, from twenty-five to
forty cents, is & decided imposition, and
tho only way we can seo of putting a
stop to it, and giving the public a fair
show, is for Government to tako somo |
such step as we have suggested above,

ENGLAND'S MANUFACTURES OF
SILVER.

{
|
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1t is somewhat of an anomaly that u:

freo trade country, such as England isé

supposed to be, should have chingmg to,

the ship of State, such a barnacle as the
duty or excise which 1s levied on hor;
manufactures of sterling silver,

Not ouly 1s such a tax & direct viola- ‘
tiou of England's free trade principles,
but 1t 18 & drawback to tlus branch of
manufacturo of the most serious deserip- ;
tion. Indeed, so seriously has this tax .
affected the plate trade, that Mr. Glad.
stone recently proposed the gradual aboli- i
tion of the duty, year by year, until 1t
was entirely extingmished.

i

present.

the gradunl remission of the t-x would

prove unjust in its operation and inci- fundor tks Awerient system, professional
| dence, both ns regards the manufuoture. s | pride and self interost, aro as reliable a

aud purchasers, whilst, at the same time
there need not bo the slightest diffioulty
cithor in grantiug a proportionute annual
rebate, or in abolishing the charge at
once and finally, ‘T'he latter courso, t.hoy
all think to bo the fairest and most ad-
visablo course to pursue, but, as Mr.
Gladstone could uot sce his way clear to
abolish it altogether, thoy preferred to
have it remain as it was, to have any
tinkering with it. Oune brief glance at
tho figures below, compiled by Mv. E. J.
Watherson, of London, the well known
advocate of the freedom of silver plate
from taxation, shows that that trade is
on the decline :

“'The drawback, we may state, is al-
lowed on plate exported. Prior to year
1719 no duty was paid on this class of
plate, so that antique plate properly so-
called was in no degree depreciated by
the proposad alteration. From 1718 to
1758 the duty was 6d. per ounce, From
1758 to 1784 it was free. In the latter
year the Gd. duty was reimposed, and

‘wns raised to le. in 1797, to 1s. 8d4. in

1804, and to 1s. 6d. in 1825, since which
time it has remainel stationary.”
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Comparing this decliming exlubit of
This pro- ¢ the siver trade m England, with the small a vessel to leave her dock with
posal ias been the cause of several meet- i healthy and ncrensing trade of the, almost double her registered number of
wmgs of the principal silver manufacturqrs - Umted States, where the wmianufacture is, passengers. )
of England, the result of winch has been 1 free, we are forced to the conclusion that,

that ncu.ng 1 accordance with their rep- | the timo honored polioy of England in
resentations, Mr. Gladstone has agreed |regard to & government tax, and stamp,

It has beon fully demonstrated that

gusarantee ns to qualily, ss any govern.
wment trado mark in oxistence, whilo its
freedom from taxation has given it an
advantage over its Iinglish cowpetitor,
in the open market of the world, by
choaponing the cost of production, that
American manufacturers have not been
slow to take advantage of. If English
manufacturers even oxpect to be able to
competo with their American competitors
in this brenoh of industry, they will not
only have to have the tax abolished, but
to adopt & more modern system of manu-
faoturo and keep abreast of the times.
If they can succeed in accomplishing
these two things, they may expect a re-
vival in their silvor trade, for it isan
established fact, that a country's consum.
ing power for fino goods increases with
its wealth, and, there can be no doubt
but that the wealth of Eungland is steadily
increasing.

THE LONDON EORROR.

The terrible accident at Liondon on the

Queen's Birthday, by whiok nearly two
hundred and fifty souls were hurried into
eternity, is an event so appalling as to
call forth at once our sympathies for thie
| bereaved families, and our maledictions
upon the avaricious wretches whoss
greed of gain made such a dreadful cal-
amity possible. Both in respect of the
number killed, and the dreadful circum-
stances attending their death, thie Lon.
don bLorror stands unparalleled in the
history of Canadian accidents, and whils
it is our melancholy pleasure to offer our
sympathies to the grief stricken mourners,
itis also as much our duty to demand
that justice be done upon those whose
carelessness caused the bereavoment, and
that tho law be so amended as to prevent
as far as possible such an occurrence in
the future. From the accounts given
thus far, it is quite apparent that a great
want of foresight was shown, or inten-
tional risk was incurred in allowing so
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In this respect the ¢ Thames Navigs.
tion Company " are pretty much like all
other corporations of a similar kind,
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