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Mutual Beneflit,

L.ifc 1s so uncertin n tis busy, husthng
world of ours 1hat 1t becomes a solemn duty
to every man who has others dependant up-
on him for support not to leave them totally
unprovided for in case of s death.  Many
men do not from vanous causes save any-
thing out of their earmings, and when the
dread summons arnves their fanuhes find
themselves 1n a position that need not be
desenbed A man who could ve guilty of
such conduct, considering the various ways
in which it can be avaided through life in-
surance, 18 not worthy of the name of man.

Always | enly alve to the best interests of
their members, the vanous Commercinl
Travellers' Assaciatians 1 Canada have in-
augurated life insurand e schemes which have
proved most successful  The members
themselves have also fully recogmsed the ob-
ligatlons sncumbent upon them and have
started mutua)l benefit schemes which
are i a most flounshing condition  We
propose in this issue to devote someat-
tention to these schemes, as we are fully
impressed with the fact 1hat every com-
mercial traveller should, whether marned
or single, support them lovallv, and they
can best do so by becoauny members.

It wasin March, 188, that a special
meeung was held in Taronto at whieh at
was deaded to form the “Commercial
Travellers’ Mutual Benefit Society ” The
oniginator of this humane scheme was the
late Mr. Lews Samuel, of Samuel, Hen-
janun & Co., Toronto, who was honored
by being elected the first President of the
Society  That year an Act of Incorpora-
ticn was apphed for, the members named
in the charter being  [ewts Samuel,
Witham Chnstuie, Warnng Kennedy, lobn
F Elbs, W G H Lowe, Joha Zinmer-
man, Robert Edunnson, Jahn Burns, \WW
P Garvin, E R Prole, R B Linton, R
S. T Davidson, James Sargant. of To-
ronto, Adam Brown, E A Dalley, of Hamil-
ton The Act of Incorporation was passed
in January, 1882 The soctety begar. with a
comparatively smwall membership, the Adeath
benefit beng only $100, but 1t quickly grew
an populanty and membership and the by-
laws were amended providing for the pay-
ment of a definite sum upon each certificate

$1.000 whih certamly was more satis-
factory than the ordinary system of so much
percapita  This sum has been paud to the
beneficiances of deqeased members for the
past seven years  Another progresave fea-
ture was introduced n estending the bene-
fits of the sacwety to whalesale merchants
and manufacturers and therr salesimer and
clerks an equal terms with the angin ¢ inem-
bers  Up to date nearly $°0.000 has been

paid to beneficaanes at a small average cost
to the members, makmng 1t about as cheap a
scheme of life msurance as there s i exist-
ence. The only expenses are for the Secre
tan's office, the President and Trustees gav
ing their servues gratatously  There are

no cansvassers to pay, every member being
expected to help the Secretary as much as
pIssible n inrreasing the membership,
which hasnow reached over i,700. Last
sear $12,000 1 death clums was pad and
2,000 reserved for two other claims for
which the necessary papers had not been
filed, but notwithstanding this heavy call of
$14.00¢ 'n one year, the reserve {und amounts
to nearly $13.000, and at the close of the
vear there was a balance of over $1,200 at
the credhit of General Expense Account,

Any person n snound health between 1§
and 5o years of age may apply for member
ship, and if accepted has to pay an admission
fee of $2 and a small fee for medical exam-
ination.  The graduated table of assess-
ments 1s as follows : —

AGE AT ENTRY

Under 25 years $1 10
24 years and under 30 years 1220
30 (13 “ ;S " l 35
zs " . 40 (13 x 50
40 % - 445 " 178
45 * 50 2 0o

Mr WARRING KENNEDY, Treasurer.

only $2. The average yearly cost for $1,000 1s
$9.10, a very trrfling amount, constderiug the
benefit (0 be ulumately derived from 1ts pay

ment  There are no restrictions upon certi.
ficate holders travelling in the United States,

Brinsh Provinces and Europe, excepting 1in
times of war.

The advantges to be obtamed Ly this
mode of insurance need not be commented
upon, and they should appeal to the common
sense of every intelligent person 1t may be
pmnited out that the Commercial Travellers’
Mutual Benefit Society ts the only society of
its kind 1o Canada which 1s not only incor-
porated by Act of Parllament, but 1s licensed
by the Domuimon Government and 1s under
the supervision of the Department of insur-
ance « Ottava, which forms a guarantee of
its stability

Two unportant clauses m the By-laws are
as follows

17 Any member who does not pay to the
Secretary the amount of the assessment

within forty days from the date of such
nolice shall forfeit his membership, and the
certificate 1ssued to him shall thereupon be-
come and be nuil and void, and of no cffect

(a) Every such person may agan become
a member upon payment of all arrears, fur-
nishing a new medical certificate and such
other cvidence of good health as shall be
satisfactory 1o the President and obtaining
s approval in wnting, which approval shall
operate as a revival of the certificate.

(b) No forfeiture shall be wawved n any
case by payment after the expiration of the
said forty days or by any action or notice, of
or from the Secretary, or other officer of the
Society without full comphance with the
foregoing and obtaimng the approval of the
President as aforesaid.

(¢) Non-payment of the annuoi fee on or
before the 1st day of Marsh in each year,
shall operate as a foeferture as in the case of
default in payment of an assessinent, and re-
admussion shall only be secured by full com-
plhiance with the provisions of this By-law.

21. Should any memberinrespect of whose
death any benefit 1s claimed have been per-
sonally engaged in transportation of
highly mflammable or explosive sub-
stances or 1n any extra hazardous occu-
pation or shall have entered any military
or naval service whatsover (except the
militia when not 1n actual service), or
shall die 1n consequence of a Juel, or
of the violation of the laws of any nation,
state or proviuce, or shall become so
far intemperate as to seriously or per-
manently wnpar his health or induce
delirium tremens, or 1a case the answers
and declarations made in the apphca.
tion for membershup shall be found 1n
any respect untrue n any matter ma-
tertal to the contract, then the certificate
1ssued to hun as such member shall be
null and void, and 1n every such case
the Society shall ant be at all hable
thereunder or under the provisions of
these By-laws.

The following gentlemen are the
past presidents of the Society .— Lews
Samuel, John k. Elis, W. ;. H. Lowe,
and R. L. Patterson.

The present officers are President,
los. Bonnick; Vice-President, James
Greeafield ; Treasurer, Warring Ken-.
nedy; Trustees for Toronto, T. M.
Bayne, Rubert Crean, Thos. Dunnet,
W. B. Dack, H Goodman, W H. Lailey,
Hector Lamont, Joseph Taylor, S. R
Wickett ; Trustees for Hamilton, Wm,
Bremner and E. A. Dalley.

Mr. W G. H. Lowe, a past president of
the Society, 1s the Secretary, whohas earned
for himself the respect of every member by
his admirable conduct of its affairs,

It 1s surprising to us, n view of the very
small annual outlay, that every commercial
traveller, young or old, and every salesman
in a wholesale house, is not 2 member of the
Mutual Benefit Society. The business s ad-

S

mirably managed, being under the super- *°

vision of two of themost competent actuaries
n the Domin.on.  The members have every
reason to feel proud of s success, and itis
safe to say that no other society of is kind
has such a thoroughly devoted anc enthusi.
astic membership.  Every membe: takes a
personal pride in furthenng its interests, and
we trust the day 1s not far distant when all
wno are eligible will have their names in-
scribed on the roll of membership.
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