Il CANADIAN GENTLEMANS JOURNAL AND Sl‘bhlxNU“TIMhS

CAPTURING A DEVIL FISH.

E 171%.07-WAR'S CREW IN PURBULTOF A 3,000 rOUND
\ MONSTER.

(From the Vallejo Chronicle.)

- Anofticor of the flagship Pensacols, of the
2. Pseific Sqnadron, writing from La Pax, Calfor-
is; Dec. 9, communicates an interesting ascount
of the pursuit and capture of an enormous sea
motater resembling Viotor Hugo's famous devil
2 fsh, The writer says :— ]

The most exciting event of our ornise thus far
\ wsa the oapture to.day of an immense levil fish.
Erer g,n06 our arrival in these waters several
3 hogo fish have been observed iu the vicinity of
b9 1o ship, aud ninch speculation has arisen as to
i viat they were. One making hir sppearance
F bis afternoon, our gunner, Geo. F. Cushman,

7 deelded to establish his identity, if possible, and
¢ seompanied by assistant enginesr Edwards,
;; Midshipmen MoDoisld, Wood and' Craven, and
xi Piyymasters’s clerk Spaulding gave ohase in the
i dingy, The fish, swimming slowly and néar the
Y suface of the water, which is very olear here,
£ Jooked like a shapeless brown mass, frequently
B throwing above the waves the thin white tips of
3 jiasides liko the dorsal fin of a shark. If

allowed the boat to approach within a faw yards
{ of it without showing symptoms of alarm, when
¢ it mddenly sounded. Lhe barpoon thrown by
2 Mr. Cushman struck, bdt not with svficient
5 foros to hold, for the fish freed itself and dissp-
i} pested, after d-agging the boat with great velacity

' forseveral seconds. Another was seen, however,

k. afier o short search, snd was approached more

- gucoegefully, As it showed an indifference to
ki our vresence, equally great to that of its com.
¥¢. panion, we pulled the boat directly over, and no
& mcre than a foot of two above it, and Mr. Cash.
¥ man; standing in the bow, plunged the harpoon
firmly into.ats fleshi. In an msatant thet esem-
1wgly passive mass was iransformed into an
infarigted monster, which fizat threw itself bodily
out of the water, and then, settling down to
< butiness, sent the harpoon .line whizzing out at
s amte that would have made it decidedly uncom.

% fortable for us it it had become foul.

I Thestrain soob came upon the dingy, and as we

-4 wite whisked with the speed of an express train,

.5 we felt asthough we had appliad the mstch to

¥ some mine, or that wa wero taken in tow by the

-+ geutlewnan in black himaelf. It. was a ride that
g for novelty and speed conld rarely be equslled.
§; imagine our sifnation in a light boat, with suoh
s mongter attached to it, which as it rushed
along;.now on the aarface, and again diving deep,
threagening to upset us. among the sharis, and
Jou can realize the intense excitement of the
moment. Thé only svailatle thing in‘the boa.,
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line to offer some. additional resistauce, but the.
B fish seemed to regard it no more than a featber,

oontintied to drawus up and down the bay at
fall speed.. During all this time its efforts had
! been confined to an attempt o escape, but as
"W ita [oad grew heavy it bicame belligerent, and
sevoral times turned upon the boat, exhibiting
the full capacity.of .4 month. some two feetin
diameter, and lashing the boat with its'sides,
We made npour minds that if the fish decided
10 jump into the ‘dicgy, we would quistly.-alip
out.gver ong side as he'appsared at the. other.
But a vigorous resistance from bosat hooks and
osri‘induedd him fo' resumie his flight’in each’
iostapce. By thistime all hands on the ship
wete watchipg the straygle, and the whaleboat
was gent to our aasistaco, but, for fully an hour
both-boats, 1ashed together. were towed withodt
signs of sxhausticn from the fish, the thrusts of
boarding pikes -seeming only to accelerate its
specd. Finally its immense exertions told upon
it, anit came to the suriace direstly betweén
the two boats, where it was placed hors de com-,
bat.by tlows from an axe, and dyeing the water
crimaon with its blood, was towed 'ashore and
gigéd upon the beach. It required: the anited
exertioris of:neazly forly men. to-accomplish this
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devil'fiéh .could: hardly- be !imagined. It was
shaped somewhisf liko An immense bat, messur-
ing 3153 feut in width by 11 feet in length; it
wag twenty-nine inches thick, and weighed prob-
ably 2,000 pounds: It had but one f8n, unless
the wing-shaped extremities by which it propelled
itsolf cAn be considered such, or that at the base
of o Tong {tin tail, similar in appearance to s
ridisif whip, and which is' preserved as's mo-.
mo#toof the adventurs. Iis eyes are- plsoed in
flexible projections which seem to have been
tsed to grasp and convey food to its mouth,
Thé maoutH, h & wsu

Iarge- enough- to egulph & 1w
whole, was deatitute of testh, but. furnished with
#olid bones, that, in the, dying.sgonies, of the
fish, ground large pieces of coral as.a stone crush-
or would stone. The skin of the fish was rough
ay & ooarse file andof a-3ark grayish hue on the
back-yitls, white patches toward the head, and
Purs white on the under side. SeveralMoxicans
Preséut viewod the dapture with great satisfac-

s bucket, had been made fast to the harpoon|.

and with the bifcket out -of sight undeér water, {'

undestaking. . Y
g’i‘ﬁb‘r‘e !gm'u'dablo ‘looking monster than {His

THE OCELOT.

The ocolod, or tiges eat, like the jaguar and
puma, is a native of tho almost endloss virgin
forests of tropical America. Here, liko the
above-named animals, it fnlfils tho eame mission
ie natare in  keeping in cheok the numercus
family of quadrumane rodentis, and other her-
bivions animals, that are spread throaghout
thoso Jark and gloomy auliudes. This little
aud elegant animal is about one-third the size
of the leupard, measuring about four feet in total
length from nose to tip of $ail, and eighteen
inches high at the atoulder. The ground colsr
of the ocelut's fur is a pale yellowish fawn.
continuous chain of black oblong patches runs
from the ghoulder to the tail. On the back,
sides, aud abdomen, 8re nnwerons rivgs and
oblong markings of & deeper hue. Each ot these
rings is surrounded by a deep black edging. On
the haunches the markings are mote like the
roseate rings of the leopard. The shonlders
down (0 the feet are marked with black trans-
verse bands and spots. Four black lines com-
mencing above the cyes, are continued down the
neck to the shoulders, Tho chesks, chin, and
throas are white, as well as around the eyes.
Asross the throat are two or three dark bands,
and two black eireaks bogin above the eyes and
jo.n each other below the ears, The tail is more
or less spotied with black. In threo atutfed
specimens now before me there is a great differ-
2uce both in the ground color of the fur and in
the arrangement of tho markings. Another
species has all the markings entirely black- with-
out any light centres. And the tail of this
species, which is more bushy, is nearly black.
No doubt this iz a distinct species from the other
three animals. The ocelot is found thronghont
the whole of the forest lands of Soath America
and Central America a8 far north as Mexico.
Two or three other speoies of this genus, aver-
sging in size frowa the ocelot to thé domestio
cat, are found thronghout these extensive fores:
lands. Another of this family is the Pampas
cat. This animel'is about the size of the Euro-
pean wild cat. The color of its fur is a warm
Yellowish grev, and numorous pale brown stripes
run obliquely from tho back along thesides. On
each side of the face are two gtresks of & dark
tawny color, commencing near the eyé and ox-
tending over she cheeks, down. the sides of the
neck to the shoalders. The muzzle, ohin,
throat, and ineide of the legs, sre a dirty whita.
The tail of this species i rather ghort. Thv
Pampas eat is found throughout all of the great
Pampas chains of America, south of 30 degrees,
soanth Iatitade.

FLOUNDERS' EYES.

—,

HOW THRY CHANGE FROM ONE SIDE OF THE HEAD
TO THE OTHER.

In the late summerof 1875 a little shoal .of
soms fifteen quite transparent flounders were
éaptured by Agassiz, on a quiet and brilliant
morniog, on the surface of the water at the
raouth of the harbor of Newport. They were
swimming vertically, and violently rushing after
the minute enfomostraoa which swarmed on the
surface. They were at once.translerred to shal-
low glass jars, in which they would remain at the
bottom on their right sides, for hours immov-
able. When disturbed they were rapid in their
‘movements, frequently jumping out of the water.
\When swimming vertically they usually: moved
obliquely, the $a1l being carrisd Jower than the
tiead. When one of thess was looked at in pro-
‘file, its nght eye could be seen through she head,
-slightly in advance and a little -above the left
eye ; owing to the great trausparency of the
body, the right eye waa then nearly as uscful as
if placed on the left side. Gradually it rose,
until in about zix days it was well above the left
ey ; shortly after, . wonderful to relats, il was
seen {0 sink info the tissnes at the base of the
dorsal fin.between this and the frontal ; slowly
it sank until the huge orbit became reduced to a
mere circular opeping. Little by little this be-
came sualler, the éye pushed its way deeper into
the tisanes, until. an additional opening was
formed on the left side. At this atage there were
‘thres orbital openings, though of eourse but
two eyes. The original or right-orbital opening

GEN. JACK3ON'S NERVE,

—
THE EXTRAOKDINARY MANNRR IN WHICH HX PUT 4
VETO ON BWINDLING ON 4 TENNESSKE RACK
COURYE,

—

. In Judge Jo. Guild's new book on * Old Timies
in Tennesseo * appears tho following sketoh :

‘ Many are the interesting ssencs of Jaokson's
life which have nat beon brought to light. When
a boy I saw hum scaro twenty thounsand men.
The oceasion was this :

Groyhound, a Kentnoky horse, had beaten
Doable Head, a Tennessoe horso, and thoy wore
afterwards matohed for $5,000 a side, to bo run
ou the Clover Buttom Course. My uncle Jo.
gophus B. Conn, carried me on horseback behind
him to see the race. Hoset me on the cadar
fence and told me to remain till he returned. In
those days not only counties, but States, in fall
feather, attended the race oourse as & great
nationsl amusement, aud the same is still kept
tp in France and Englaud under the fcstering
care of each government. There must have
been 20,000 persons prosent. I never witnessed
such flerce betting botween the Btates, Horses
and negroes were put ap. A large pound was
filled with horses and negroes bet on the result
of this race. Thetime had now arrived for the
competitors to appear on the track I heard
some lond talking, and looking down the track,
saw, for the first timd, Gen, Jackson, riding
slowly slowly on a gray hors, with long pistols
held in each haund. I think they were ag long as
my srm, aud had a mouth thata ground equirrel
conld enter. In his wake followed my unole
Conn, Stokely, Donelson, Patton Anderson, and
toveral uthers, as fierce an bull-dogs. As QGen.
Jdackson led the van and approached the judges’
stand, he was rapidly talking and gesticulating.
As heoame by me he had irrefranable proof
that thus was to be & jookey race, that Greyhound
was seen in the whent field the night before,
which disqashified him fur the race, and that his
nider was to recaive $500 to throw it off, aud
* by the eternal God ' he wonld shoot the first
man who brought his horse upon the irack,
that the people’s monsy should not be stolen
from them in this.manner. Ho talked inces.
santly, while the spittle rolled from his mouth,
and the fire from his eyws. I have seen beats
and wolves put at bay, but be was certainly the
‘most ferocious looking animal thet I had ever
scon. His appearance and mauner atruck Ser.
ror 1uto the hearts of 20,000 people. If they
fols as 1 did every or.oexpocted to be killed. He
anpoanced to the parties if they wanted some
lead in their hides to firs} bring their horses on
the track, fof ¢ by the eternal * he would kill the
first man that attempted to lo s0. There was
no response to this c{mﬂenao; and, after waiting
.some, time and they failing to appear Gen. Jack.
don said it was & mistake in the opinion of some
that be hud acted hastily without consideration.
He would give the scoundrels a fair trial, and to
that end Le would constitute a court to investi.
gate this matter, whowould hear the proof and
do justice toall parties. Thereupon, he appeint.
od & sheriff to keep order, and five judges to hear
the case.

Proclamation was made that the counrt wag
open and was ready to proceed to business, and
for the parties to appear and defend themselves.
No one appearing, Gen. Juckson introduced the
witnes -es, proving the bribery o! Greyhound's
rider, who was to receive $500 to throw off the
race, having received $:50 in advance,- and that
Greyhound had been turned into tha.wheat fleld
the mught before. He again called on the parties
to appear and contadict this proofand vindicate
theirinnocence. They failing to appear, Gen.
Jackson told the eourt that the proof was closad,
and for them to zender their judgment in the

accordanoe with'the facts proved: - -

I was on the fence forming one line of ‘the
large pound containing the properly.bet on the
race. Each man was anziouslo get back his
property. Gen. Jackson waved his hend and
announced the decision, and said, * Now, gentle.
men, go calmly in order avd each man take hir
own property,’ YWhen the word was given the
psople esme with a rush. It vas more tetrible
tban an army with bauners, They came talg-
ing against the fence, and, in the struggle to get
over, they knocked it down for hundreds of

soon became closed, and the colorud side had its
two eyes.

—
—

KINDNESS TO ANIMALS,

Tlie Japanese are very kind to animals. Pro.
tescor Morse tells us that a boy is never seen fo
throw a stone at a dog or bird, and crows come
into the eity of Toklo and lodge on the houses.
They, pay for their kind trestment, for they act
as scavengers, picking up what rice or fish may
fall to the ground. In's crowded thoroughfare
he has seen a dog lying aslu%.in the miadle of
the road. No ono disturbed him, but ¢arefully
turned out for him, Hoe once threw a stone at

tion, as they say that this creature is one of the
ig ho pear] diver.

how he would act. The aniraal rose
2 408 %0 500 ha gtong avd looked

yards. I wasovérturnedand aearly trampled to
desth. Each man got Lis prcperty, and thus
the fraudulent race was brokea up by an exhi.
bition of the most extirsordisar; coursge. He
did that day what it would hive required two
thousand srnsed :aen to bave effected. All this
was effected by the presence md action of one
man without the drawing of e drop of blood.
A certain kuowledge that in cne event streams
of blood wonld have lowed dfected this great
_and worthy object.

]

SHOWING THE WHI'E FEATHER.

The phrase is expressiveof cowardice, nsed

premises, which, in a few moments, was done io’

DESTRUCTION OF GAME,

A westorn United States paper cally attentlon
to tho wholesala dostruction of game, snimals
and birds, which is golug on in that country, and
urgently demands that some moasuros shall be
tuken to put san end to the slaughter. The
wholesale dsstruction includes the wlauglter ot
duoks, quails, rablits, squirrels sud doer, and
tho yuantities dostroyed are something ovormous.
It is s1id that fifty thoussad dollars represents
the weekly value of the wholesale trado 10 game
in Chicago; but this lump aum conveys no cor:
rect idew, eithor of the aggregate volume of the
trade or the prices at which thie game is retailed.
Quails are said to be sold at Afty-tive cents per
dozen, rabbits at five cents eaoh, sqairrels at
seveu and-a-half cdnts, ducks at forty cents per
pair, venison at fivy cents per ponnd, and other
game at equally low prices. The destrution of
the game this season appears to bo on a larger
scale than at any previous season, and it is sug-
grsted that thore muat be an organized company
or companies engsged in the work. It has been
remarked that ouly a few, comparatively, of the
carcasses bear the marks of gnnshot, and 1t is
agsumed that tho game is caught with snares and
{raps and by other unaportsmanlike devices.
One of the speculstions in connection with the
ulaughter golug ou is that of supplying the Eng-
lish market with quails, and the persons engsgod
in it expect to make very considerable profit out
of their venture. Bat, for the great bulk of the
gamo slaughtered, there does not seem to have
been eny particn ar mark:t fized upon, avd it is
sent forward hap-hazard to find the best markets
open, or none atall. Tho destruotion of deer
found in the woods of Minnesota is on aa im-
mense scale, and thero is very strong probability
that one or two more seasons like the present
one will sea the animals extermiuated. Siamdar
complaints may very properly be made respeot.
g the slaughter o game in this country, and
that notwithstending all the precautions taken
by the Gowernment to prutcol the denszans of
the forest and the lake in the seasons of breed
ing. Not many years ago, desr were as plentifal
within twenty miles of the city as sheep on a
woll-stocked {arm, bat now the sportsman is
neosssitated to go uack a long way in the sountry
to find his legitimate sport. This change has
been brought about, there can be no doubt, by in.
discriminate slaughter and wholesale and wanton
destruction out of soason. Even now, or at all
events until quite lately, pot-hunters and butoher
speculators have followed the deer to their re-
mote haunts and cat them down Ly the soore,
regardless of law or diolates of common sense,
to make & little money. In the same. way the
numerous likes aod streams of the country buve
been almost denuded of thewr fiuny inhabitauts ;
men have ruthlesaly netted, gpeared and butcher-
od ;the flah wherever and whenever they could
find them, perfeotly indifferent tc the laws of
reproduction or the public economy involved in
the proper preservation and conservation ot the
‘fish., Indeed, 80 thoughtless and inditterent are
people genersily with regard to the preservation
of game that the very guardians appointed and
paid by Government have been known to forget
their abligations and daties, and to connive at
infractions of the game and fishery laws. All
thoughtful men recognize tho great neccessity
which exists for measures, supplementary to
those of Gorernment, for the apprehension ot
this wholesale destruction of game; bnt it un-
lortunately happens thet the majonty of men,
‘on tius subject, are not sufiiciently thoughtful,
and withoat their actual and moral support it
would be difficult, in a country of the wide exten
«+ Canads, to properly carry into eflect any to
pressive messures.— Ottawa Citizen.

—

DON'T BITE Og? MORE'N YOU KIN

{Brother Gardner in Detroit Free Press )

The janitor was as proud as a boy with a new
pair of red mittens. Some kind soul in Hart.
ford, Conn., had forwared the club a jawbone of
s shark asa relic to hatg on the walls, and he
had fastened it up between the bar trap and the
coffee mill, and placed under its sharp teeth the
lagend :—* Don't bite off more'n you kin chaw.’

¢ Gem'len,’ eaid Brother Gardner as he point.
€d to the legend, ¢de languide of dat motto am
not slegant, but de words convey s heap of com-
mon sense, an’ we doan’ hav to go down ober
fo'teen fott to n’ de moral. De man who bites
off more'n he can chaw 1s gwice to got himself
in an embarrasin’ sityjouashun. De motto doan’
apply altogeder to de eatin® of meat an’ taters.
It means dat de pusson who wants to fling on
gorgeousness hez got to hev de rocks nght down
in bis pockets or fall kerchunk in de road. It
spolies to de young man on a salary of $8 a woek
who sm courtin’ a gitl who kin use up $2 s day
and oot half iry. It applies to de man who
finks he kin sell ont & ward caucus and deliber
de woles in a collar-box. It applies to de man
who buys up delegates and deponds on do honest
voters to push him frew. It applios to de chap
who sails along de avenow wid do 11oca 1n his

for instance, whon & persoz bas notoriously

.

boad dat ail bueiness would saddenly stup
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A SPORSTMAN'S, 8UGGESTION

.
en———

.

Edutor of Ottawa Citazen ;

Stz,—Although I can soarcoly agroo with
you in somo of your remarks respecting th oso
who aro Fuhally authonized by Guvernm ent
to look alter tho game and fishery Inws, stil)
1 sm Rlad tosve that you bavo taken up tho
subject of tho wantou, as woll as mercen ary
destruotion of game. Iu my opinfon the
only way to proveut tho utter extermination
of doer in Canada 18 to prohubit by law the
salo of ventaun aud its oxportatiun lot & num
ber of years. The ponalties fur killing dews
s the cluse seascn requira to be made much
wmore sovere than thuse now 1n torce. Tl
snariog of deer should bo punishable Ly o
fine of not less than fi%y doliats for emch
animal 4o 1llegally destroyed. with the alter
pativo of at least thres tmonth's imnprison
went at bard labor. Ere loog the baffale, 1t
not to be shortly exterminated, will bave t
bo protected by vreventing the salo of buffa! -
cobes in any tart of tho Duminion, and therr
expottation entiroly, for aay ten yeara, ¢ s

bow it will worle.y
Yours truly,

Sruntsman

— —

DAN MAGE RUBBRD.

Dan Mace, tho trothing Lorse driver, drove
to Police Headquarters, late on the night ot
the 9th, and tofd Inspeotor Tlcruo that ho
had been ** cleaned out * by burglars. H-
ipspooted the Rogues' Gallery and wen:
away. Mr. Thorne was nat at liberty to give
details. Aacs lives in lodgings at No.

West Forty-fitth airoet. His niece while act

tiog mith & frniead at sapper last cvenivg wa

distarbed by the barking of & lttle biach

and-tan dog op stauns. Neither of thewu,
went up stairs, and suddenly the dog cease.
to bark. After supper, when ths yoang lad,
went up stairs, she found her room 1n counfu.
sion. Mace, who was in bis stable closo bv

was sent for. He tound lus pet Jog doad ar
the foot of the staire. I had beens strangled
by the burglars. They bad broken open «
bureau in Miss Mace's roums and stolen
diamond cluster breastpin belonging to M-

Maoce and worth $2,000, watches, ear rings

brooches and other jewslry worth perhiag-
41,600 more. The rooms up stairs bad best
completely ransacked and robbed of every

thing valuable and portable. It.s suppuseld
the burglars Lad falso keys.

POMPEIL
Among the rains of Powpea aud Hercu
Ianvum the skeleton of a deg was fuuud
siretobed over that of & culd, It was cown
jecturéd on theic discovery that this dog.
from his pomtion, was attemnting Lo savo i..
ohild when the eruption of Vesuvias was
{atal to the city. The opinion was confirtne-.
by & eollar which was found of curious wor- -
manship ; its inscription stated thattho J s
was naraed ' Dddta, and belecnged to & s
callod Severinas, whose life e Lad saved
three occasions , first, Ly draggiug Lim
of the sea when nearly druwned , then, !
dnving off four rubbers who attacked L .
unawares ; aud, lastly, by bhis deulroying
sho-wolf, whose cubs bis Lad tskan in & grev
sacred to Dians, near Herculaniam. * De.ta
afterwards attached himsell particularly t
the only son of evcrinns, and would take o
food but wlat ho received from the chid
bead.—Dogs and thesr Ways

DOT SHICKEN WAS FLYL.: .

I noticed in your 1zsue of January 41", a
article headed 8 * Spurtsroan and A v tq
Dog.” I think Ihave one to matehist. Las
summer Moso O and ono of our sprtswuc
concluded to take & day's chicken bant  Arfll
rived at the field of action they loaded th.o:f
guns, and began operations belund a sty »

ointer, who soon eatered s atubble ficld an
row {0 & slauneh poins.  Mose Jooked on
few moments with a disgusted expreeripn of
bis classic features, and then procroded
light » cigar, after which. ho rowarked t 1
astonished companion . * Ifdut dogish g .
to stay dare al} day we doo't goin tv got an
chickens.’ Ho was told by L. (n-ud i
cock his gan, as thero were oL ~ken
near. 3oso slowly and dehberately to s 1
gun from s shoulder, cocked the right i wui
mer, sad replaced ue gun on bLis )
Ho was told to tako duwn Lus gur ar
o 1o . . ’ N
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