
THIE GOSPEL TRIBUNE

Wiîhout aile sigll. 0110 <ccn regret,
.Ald of illy iliICits leave i Plo pcfis-

1 slîould uiumworuluily repniy
The kiiidinss of tilose fricads,

Wlîosu wvozita descives as ivarn a lay,
As love or ftietidsluip ever p)etis

Following tho examiff of tho Co-Delegate, my
next wili bc a dissertation on Red River, ia seine
cases confirming bis statenients ; but in the gencral
fuirnishing additional observations.

OLD FORT, July 4Oth, 1855 .- B3efore proceeding
forthcr, iii refcrence to our journeyings, I %vill furnishi
sotue observations relative to Seikirk's Settlements,
alias Red River; for whV*ich i ama mainly indebted to
one of the residents.

This region of country appears te have been ex-
plored and Iirst occupied by Fur Traders about tic
middle of thc 17th century. P>rince Rupert and
other British lords undertook at thieir own expense,
an expedition to Iltidson's Bay, for the discevery
of a new passage into Uic South Sens, or to China,
and for thc purpose of fiîîding soine trade for furs,
minerais, and other ccmmo(iities. Tiîey mnade soine
discoveries, and wvere subsequcntly incorporated, in
the year 1670, under the titie of lludson's Bay Coin-
pany, and received a charter from Charles IL. grant-
ing to tlîem and their successors ail the territory in
North Ainerica, subject to the British crown, that
was driined by wvaters flowiag inte ltidson's B3ay.-
flesides this territory they have extended thecirjuris-
diction over the lands watered by tic rivers that

tory wrest of the Rocky Mouintains. In faut, their
territory embraces ail North t America (with the
exception of the Russian possessions in the extreine
north-wvest, and Creenland, in the nortlh-east> that
lces nortit of Uie Canadas and the Unitcd States and
its possessions.

The first permanent settleitent of Ried River tvas
made by a few Scotch Hlighilanders, sent out by Lord
Douglas, Earl of Selkirk, iii the years 1812-15. lui
the summer of 1812, seoine sisty youg men and
women, principally relatives loet tlîeir fatiîerland te
flnd a home in the American wilderness. They had
a rougi passage, and many of them, dicd of typhus
foyer, after they entered fludson's Bay. The remain-
der trere obligcd te tvinter at Churclhill, wlîicl they
ail left in Marcli, ou snow shoes , and after encoun-
tering many difficulties, arrived at Ried River, not to
Eind a quiet borne, but to meet additienal trials and
disappointments. (Two of tliat number are now lit
the seutlement.) Subsequent proceedings Icd iutost
of tluem te Canada as titeir future berne, andti Uat,
samne suimmer they settUed on tue North of Lakc
Erie. In the stinmer of 1815, a second and larger
party left Scotland. Tléey reaclied Ried River in
October, and not being able te get provisions for the
wdnter, tbey werc coînpelled to go out on the plains,
te live as the Indians did, in quest cf l3uffiio. Dis.
turbances followed, in -%vbiitGovernor Semple fieI
wounded, but net mortally. An Indian, however,
put the muzzle cf lis gun te bis bond, and blew out
the governor's b-.àins. After staying at ReMViver a fetr
weeks, they, %vith others, wbe badl conte from Euirope
were driven eut by bunger to winter on the plains.
Thcy were a mixcd cornpany, as niay bc inferred fren
the fact, titat in their camp, tlîat wintcr, they rie re~
able to spcak several different languages. In the
sî'ring they returned, and did wbat they couid towards
malîing comfortable habitations, and te get in wvhat
seed they liait; but freux this tirne, fer tlîreo years,
tbeir crops werc partly or entirely cuteoff bygrassb op-
pers. Voyagers, in passing tue shores cf Lake Winni-
peg te lludson's Bey, are said te bave found dead
gtasshopperstaped upU7ke snow-drifts. Tha tttluisi

were again driven te te plains, until te fourti t nd
Iast time, ivien, in 182 1, the colony began te prosper.
Many a curious littie story la told cf those days.

The French emigratcd here, freux Canada, in 1818,
and tuie Swiss in 1823. Floods"have occasioîuniy
destroyed blueir crops, swelit away tlieir bocuses, and
destreyed inucbi etier lroperty. One occurred in
1826. Another iii 1852, compciiing the iuiluabitants
to lice te Borne bigli ground far aivay front their
dwvellings. he grave-yard, the Il seed-plot for
etern;ty," tvas conîpletely inundàted nt that tinte.

The number cf its inhabitants, &c., Nv'cre fully
detailed by tite Co-Delegate. Upon these items,
therefere, I tvili net dwell.

The seuemtent lies on both sides cf the River, and
extends more tItan forty miles. On the tt'est side,
bctween Uic ttve forts,' the bouses, parks, and cultiva-
ted fields lie bctween the river and an extensive
prairic,-where, in Sumnuer, ail their cattie feed in
comunon. . By a law of the place, hay-rnaking cein-
inences on the 2Otii Jxuly, in each year;- and as this
lhay-field is common, and far out on the plains, titis
is donc that caci eue inay bave an equal sliore.

OLD FORT, Juiy-3Oth, 1855 .- Our voyage freux the
Upper te the Lower Fort rnay be consideored as otut
the start for our ultimate destination, fer on rcaching
tliere ive anchored for the niglit. We verc most
courtcously received by Dr. Cowan, the gc.utleman in
charge, and a very excellent rcpast at once furnished
for our entertertainni ent. Wlbilc here ivepaid a isit
te J. E. Marriott, Esq. a retircd chief-factor cf the Il.
B. Ce. This gentleman, I arn iuformed, rnay be re-
garded as one cf our mest vaiued friends, liaving
rendered inuch assistance in translating eur byrns,
&c. lc was greatly interested in us, and made inany
enquiries relative te our future meveinents, wishiing
us overy possible success la our great and glorîcus
tvork at Edmnonton. I cannot speak tee ceampliment-
arally cf te kindutess shewn us by hirnsclf and bis
god lady.

July 20.-Left Lower Fort Garry nt 6 A. «M. Break-
fasteti at the Indian Setulenment, with t ho Rev. A.
Cowley and lady, and Mr. George, of Uic Churcli
.Missionary Society. A.iftcrards were shown oxer
the mission promises. Hlere is a newv stoe church,
commenced by the Rcv. Mr. Cochran, whose indefat-
igable energies bave directed Iîim te another field ef
labour. Mr. George pro ceeds sh ortly te Fort Alexan-
der. The Rev. A. C. actcd towards us in a inost gen-
tlemaniy nianner, wishing us every success. Dined
nt tlîe metith cf Ried River. Tbe grass at this point
is frem, 5 te 7 feet in lieiglit. After severai bourg
liard rowing, effectedl a landing nt Uic Willow Islands
at 9 P. M. The approach was dangerous, in conse-
quence cf this part cf tbc lake being excecdingly
rocky.

July 21 .- About ene e'clock areused bycur guide,
and wero soon bounding over te agitated waters.
After a very rapid mun cf 7 heurs landed for break-
faxst. During te next bueo or tbce heurs we eon-
countered a violent sturm, %%hiLh compelledl us te bxndi
as soon as possible. After dinner our guide vcntured
te cross over te tbe Dog's Ilead Point. Serious ap-
lprtdiensiens wcre soon entertainedl, but l'y the good
providence cf God, nie ultimately cffccted a landing
near bte above named point. Tbe const in titis
direction presents a bold front cf granite rock, very
irreguiarly formed.

July 22.-Sabibal. IIow calai and tranquil was
titis dey cf rest. How different from te past. A
heavy swell front the west bad produced vast undiula-
tiens like the mxounds cf a grave-yard, and bad buraf
everr mieve rocks on -vwhiclx -we '-%vcr now stated.-
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