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Letterfroml Rev. Thos. Neilson, 3un.

J'OINT%'~ ENT TO0 TAN NA-IIOPEFUIxESS, ETC

-ANEITIWM., NieW IlIIItlDES,
Sept enber 171h 1867.

Ber. aiid J)eer Si,-I wriote 'vou lait in
thi nonth of Jtily from Fotîîrn'Nov Cale-
donia, o1n boRsI tht Da2jSpri7nq, and re-
reived votirweicome letter on 29thi Atigtist,
on the arrivai of the vesse]l here,' bringing
ilic mnissionarics to the Annual Mleetinz.
Mfr. NM'Fiirltine rat-oe witi tue from Liu, in
olîder to he present nt our Annual Meetin.-,
chiefly for the plîrpose of mingii arrange-
mnt, for tht support anfi sailing of the
vesse]. MIr. Inglis gots withl him to attend
thcir Annual «Meeting., wvhichi takes placecat
Uca iîn a wveek, or twvo. We svish, no%'
that tht John1 Wliliilnas, is bast, to mantage
ail the mission work iii Western Polynesia
by tlhe I)ayspriinq; and. if the Iobvalty
breîi.rcn raise £300 or £400 a-year, 1 ihink
we shall se the wvay plain to lier support.

Seiq. going to be Ji mllch more expensive
vesset than wvas nt lirst supposefi. Our
annuai charges 'viii amomtto £1700 or
£1800, ivith an additional £400 or £500
eyery tifthi year for coppering. Tise onlv
irav iliat I know of for making her expense
les; is to senfi ont more nsissionaries, and
tieu, instcad of the atinîsal charge for lier
support iieiîig alinost£200 a-hiead forevery
nan iii the field, it irill he proportionaliv
redîsccd.

Otir annual Meeting took place lbore on
tt first wvck of titis raontli, begiuning on
the moruingof Tuiesday, the 3d, anfi ending,
on tise cveîîing of Saturday, the 7th, so you
se wve hiave ]had a pretty long time of it;
and 1 dlaresay if you. iad been present, you
ivould have thoughit tlîat our debates %;ere
ais kecen, aila, perhaps, as ably conduetcd,
as tho>e, in tise Synod nt home. The most
importnt mateer to mne wvas, of course, my
appointinent to Port Resolution, Tanna.
It came about in this way :-Last ycar I
'vas appointed to Ilavannahi harbour,
Tecabi. Wiut on going there in the vessel it
Nvis flunîl tisat the ehief of the only village
wviere it %vas possible for a missionary thon
to settlc, wfi5 îot in tht hnmourforréetve-
ing us. ý:o there ivas nothing for it but re-
mainin, on Aneiteum during the last rainy
,zeason, andi I broughit a couple witli me
front Tcaliè for t1ue purpose of lcarning the
lisînge fromn thtin, withl a view to My
eettlement titis ycar. Tht Dnijsprilng, howv-
crer, on lier hast voyage to heli north,
broughlt wvord thant îhe people of Mêl had
muirdtred tht rre%' of a vessel, ami pillagcd
lier; this rendered it clangerous for wvhite
mca to hive ini tht vicinitv until this out-
rage sliould bu pusiished. At the saine
iiine a vessel arrivcdl froîn Tanna, hiaving

on board Na'va (tise principal chief at Port
I.esolution), and a nuinher of natives, ivho
expressed theraiselves willing to receive a
missionary. Il) these circunistanees I was
thon (in tht end of Dcerber) recommen-
'led to, devote sny attention to tht stiffy of
the Taieso languaige, with a viewv to my
settlement tîtere. Th'le matter %vas brouglit
up befoSe the Annual, Meeting by tht rend-
ing of titis minute, antd by lny requeting
titat Mny appointment siîuuld lie rconsid-
tred . On titis hein, agreed upon, 1 ex-
presied a decided preferenre for Port 1Reso-
intion, to wvhiels station I Nwas finally
appoin ted.

Tht. Daîyspr?iinq is aivny nortli, landing
the mi-zsionssries on thecir varions islands,
and on lier rcturn litre, whiclh %ve expert in
a day or tvo, sit ivili take on board Mr.
Inglis and Mr. M>Farlane for tht Loyahty
Islands, and Dr. Geddie andi iyseit' for
Tlauna. Sile svil Icave lis, on lier way,
ivitiî the fraine of a house, assd soine natives
to put it np. Silo xviii C91 againi so bring
baek the natives, and iii tht enti of tht ycar
to bring over Mrs. Neilson and the baby.
On the 3il of September, last year, tht first
landi that 1 sa'v iii t;ie.ss sens %vas tht island
of Tanna, rising up in lofty puaks to tht
ski'. On tht 4th of September, titis year,
a ycar and a day afterwards, I %vas appoint-
cd to Tanna as my spiiere of labour.

Thirteen years ago tht first native
preachers froni An,.iteum ivere settieti on
'ranna-my Wifé, thon a iittle girl on lier
way home to sciîooi in England, acting as
interpreter for tht London Missionary So-
cietv's missionaries in thecir settlement.

Vt is now tventy-five ycars since Messrs
Turner and Nisbet werc settled on Tanna,
anti it dots flot scem. any more inviting for
tht Gospel non' tien it n'as thon. God
only knows irbat suceess înny attend tht
present attmpt again to plant tht standard
of the Cross on that dark isiand. We
inake it nt least in humble dependfence on
Ilim whvli oldetb the hearts of ail -,en in
Ilis hauds, cntreatiîîg that you wvho are far
awvay xnay sîsstain ns by your fervent
prayers, tiiat titis dark, islanld, perbaps tht
most Iheautiful in tht group, on whi so,
înany efforts bave been put forth, and put
forth almc'st in vain, may non' ut lcnst be
wvon for Christ. Tht Tannese %coin to met
to bc an active aud energetie race, beyond
tise avcînge o? natives iu these sens; and
tht very faet that tuissîonary enterpriso lias
hitherto been so uusuccessfnl on titis islauti,
instcud o? discouraging tht Church at home,
ought to nerve lier to put forth stili more
vigorous efforts on its behialf; for if the
natives of Tanna embrace Chiristianity, it
vilI flot bc long ere ive have a bandi of
native teachtri lit to carry tise glati tidings
to ail tht islauds of tht Nev ilebrides, and
even bevonti thein.

1868


