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the average price reccived this year for choice Pears
was not less than eleven dollars per barrel.

Upon the subject of Grapes, it scemed tu be the
goneral opinlon that the vaifeties best suited to
Western New-York were the Hartford Prolific, Con-
cord, Delaware and Diana. There were localities
where the Isabulla and Catawba would ripen, but
they too often failed. An interesting statement was
madein this councection, by an extensive grapo-grower,
to the effet that the juico of the Isabellan grape,
when the berries aro perfectly ripe, stands from 70
t0 73 duegiees on the Saccharometer, the instrument
used for showing the quantity of saccharine or sugary
matter in the juier  Tested by this standard but
very few of the | abella grapes brougbt to our
markets would be fouud to_be ripe; aud it is very
doubtful whether this varicty thas repens in any
part of Cunada except the most fuvoured localities.
The profits of growing grapes for market were
stated by those best acquainted with the subjest to
ho from $300 to S100 per acre. That the cost of
cultivating and picking an nere was from $19 to 340,
and the yield from §000 to 10,000 ponnds of fruit.
Oae gentleman stated that he had 2 vineyard of seven
aores, which since the fourth year from planting, had
viclded him $2.500 per annum, afier deducting freight
and commissions for selling.

The hour foradjournmeat mrived too soon to allow
of a full discussion of the varieties of Winter Apples
most profitable for market, and the meeting was
obliged to content itself with taking a vole. Only
twelve members voted. The Baldwin and King of
Tompkins County reocived cas’ twelve votes, the
R. L. Greening and Roxbury Russet cleven votes, the
Golden Rasset six, and the Northern Spy tive.

Reronr or tar UL 8 Covwisstoner: or Adnict L
rink. This is = vory readable pamphlet of 13 pp.
setas ., containing o stuecindt account of the doings
Sf the Agricultural Do partment of the UL 8 Govern-
mient for the year ju-t eloved. Notwithstanding the
war pressure upon the finances of the country, the
American Coagress made two appupriations duding
e year for agrienliural parpeses, amounting in all
o the handsowe sum of 5115,890,  The Conmmissione
ks for an inoreased appropriation for the next fiseal
vear, aad, no doabt, will get it, a3 the UL 8. Govern
ment, aware of the vital nature of the interests of
agriculture, scems determined to fuster them even

in troxblons timex.""  The laboars and expenditures
of the department have been mainly in the following
directions: Thecollectionand publication ofstatisties
in which there have been issaed 23,000 cirenlars of
wmquiry, and 70,000 onthly reporis; preparation
and dissemination of meteorological reports ; corres:
pondence with agricultural sosicties and farmers’
clubs ; purcbase and distribution of ehnice secds, of
which no fewer than 1,200,000 paekages have been
spread over tho ceustry 3 the maintenance of n pro-
pagating and exporimental gardea, from which there
have been sont forls 25,750 articles, such as vines,
bulbs, cuttings, and planis ; and finally, the proseen-
tion of minute and careful researches in enjomology
chicBy vwith a view to ascertaining the best modes of
extirpating inseets injurious to vegetation.

Congress made a special appropriation of $20,000
for investigations to test the practicability of culti-
vating and l}ropariug flax aud hemp s substitates
for cotton. Beyond the appointment of & competent
commiission of inqiiiry, nothing has heen done by
the department in this matter. The commission
has, however, issued cironlars of inquiry very ex-
tensively, and a report is in course of preparation,
based on tho replics received. We shall watch
with much intercst for the appearando of this report,
and give our readers the substance of it, as no doubt
muceh of it will bo cqually appropriate to Canada as
to tho United States.

A Oxe-Horse Sxow Proven. —Mach inconvenicnee
18 felt in winter for want of paths throngh the deep
snow. Aecess of sirangers to the front door, excur-
sions of the family to the well, wood-pile, barn, cat-
tle, pig and poultry-yards, aro alike impeded whean-
ever & heawy snow-fall oceurs. To dig the recded
paths by hand is a tedious and fatigning process. A
correspondent of tho Agrisulturist seggests the fol-
owing cxpedicnt, which geems sitaple aud practiea.
ble cnongl, so mueh so, 83 to exeite sarprise that it
sbivuld be a novel device:—

* I taok two pieces of inch-nnd a-half plank, about
sroamlakalf feet long, and ten inches wide, )
bevelled ane end of vach o that when sload on edee

and nailed togethier they presented the appearance
of the letter V, flaring from & point at the junction
towards the other extrewity of the affnir, so as to
give an opening of about two feet. I then nailed a
covering, making a platform. I had the under edges
shod with old wagon tire, welded at the point, and
turned up about the thickness of tho fron.  One-third
of the way backward from the polat I fastened the
extremitics of an ivon rod bent into pretty much the
shape of a bucket sandle, in the centre of which rod
is n stationury ring for securing a whiflietree.

+ Such i the wuckine. It - the ground is all cov-
ered with snow * to-morrow, I need only hook a horse
to it, mount the platform, and go ahead, opening a
clean path to the ground. The permanent invest-
went amounts to a mere trifle. Th advantages are
great.  Fifteen minutes aro enough to make all the
yaths reguired on any ordinary premises, and the
abor is not worth naming. If one such implement
were kept in a village, everybody's paths could be
made slear to the store, post-oflice, school-house, and
charch, througa all crdinary snows, without back-
aches or pocket-uches 5 and depend upon it, if the
thing once becomes an experiment, it will soon pass
into an institution, both of the farm and of the
neighborhood.™
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Peierinmy Depaviment.

Tugny is an old saying and & trne one—that - like
begets like.”  Thisis excmplified in the human being.
The child frequently inlierits the distinguishing
characteristics of the parent, whether it be in the ex-
pression of the countenance, in the outline of form,
or in the peculiavity of manner and temperament. We
find that the same natural law operates also among
the lower animals.  Thus diseases of a certain type
prevail in one country, or in one district—ard why ?
Simply beecause the young stock inherits the natural
predispusition to that class of diseases, and circum-
stances present a ready application of tho exciting
canses. By way of illustration, we may refer to those
diseases of the osseous system of the horse prevalent
in this country, and which ave decidedly hereditary.
There '3 vingbone, for example- a bony enlargement
situnted upon the lower part of the large pastern
bone, and upper extremity of the small pastern hone.
It consista of inflammation being set up in the fihrous
membrane covering the bone, exadation takes place,
deposition of ossific matter is formed around the
Jjoiut, this becomes ossifled and receives the name of
ringboue.  Ringhone occurs on either a fore or hind
leg. but is most commonly seen on the latter, and
generally causes lameness when the process of ossifi-
cation is going on. The treatment of ringbone in
general is very unsatisfactory. In many cases it is
intarable.  Without now entcring into the treatment
of this dixease, we may take the oppurtunity of
stating that the ncasures often resorted to in thix
country for the cure of ringbone, in many cases, are
far too severe, and instead of heing benetieial, only
tend to aggravate the discase. In many parts of the
country n notion prevails that ringbone grows from
what is called o bladder, which i3 suppased to be
situated u_ndcr the pastern joint, and 2 needless
operation is performed for the purpose of removing
\Lis feeder.  The skin is eut through and some of the
ccllalar tissue removed, and this is regarded as the
bag from which the ringbone springs. In some cases
this useless and uncelled for operation may not do
much harm ; in others, howerver, it leads to serious
results.  That ringbone i3 hereditary may be proved
by tho expericnee many farmers have had amongst
their own stosk. Daring the past two years, we have
been particular in making coquiries on this subject
about tho oases coming under our notice,and wo find
it is notoriously hereditary. It may not always be
found that tho sire or dam were ringboncd, if not,
probably the grandsim or grandam weroe so affected.
The exciting cause of vinghone is usually bard work ;
but by far the greater number of cases are bt the
freits of the seed sown, and provo that * like hegets
like.™ My, P'ereival, oneof the ablest writers on veter-
inary mediaine, says:—“Boae dizear s are often
hereditavy. I have bnowa the progeuy of lame horses
very much disposed to spavin, and others inherit a
tendenay to ringbones, splints, &¢.7 At ~ne time
ringbone was not wneommon in Britain, but fow cases
of it aro now met with, eompared with the number
that attracted attention in times past, simply because
few breeders of horses now-a-days will breed cither
from a horse or mare affected with ringbone. It iy
more important for stock-ralscrs4o consider what will
tend to tho nravention of a discase than to its cuve.

nnd therefore we would imprees wpon our readoratho
necessity and advantages of breeding from healthy
parents, free from all defects bavin nicrcdlta ten-
dency. The utmost jndgment and care should be
exercised in the selection of animals for breeding
purposes, for it is only by attention to this matter
that we can expect to produce desirable animals. 1t
we look to sich men in Canada as have earned a wide
reputation fur breeding good horses, we shall find
they have heen exceedingly careful in breeding only
from gound and healthy parents. In many cases the
breeding of horses is imperfectly carried on, without
any pains heing taken to improve the breed, or even
to raise # healthy stock. It is by no means a rare
thing to find pacties purchasing a mare affected with
ringbone, spaving, &c., &c.,, and quite unfit for or-
dinary work, with & view to using her for breeding

urposes. It is a common remark, ¢ She only cost u
few dollwrs, and perhaps I may be able to breed a
good foal fromher,” Should a foal be obtained from
amare of the above description, is it a profitable
speculation ? We have no hesitation in asserting that
the raising of such an animal is a dead loss. Shonld
it come to the age of threo or fomr yoarsand be
brought to market, it will perhaps realize the sum of
twenty or thirty dollars, and bhe dear enough at that.
We have seen many {onng horses affectad with ring
bone, spavins &e., disposed of in this city for less
than the sums just mentioned. The only sure way to
prevent this discase is scrupulously to guard against
breeding from animals affected with ringbone, or
having the least predisposition to it.

Loxeeviry or Tue Horse.—The Courier de Vendur
mentions a rare instance cf Jongevity in the equine
race, M. Collas-Gallelet, wember of the Council-Gene-
ral of the Meuse, having lost & horse at the advanced
ageof forty-five years.— Velerinarian.

TForr s e Foor 1n Currie.—Caused by standing
long 1n filth, may be cured by removing to a dry,
clean place, washing with soap, then with chloride of
lime, and applying curriers® oil.  Washing with saht
and water is useful

Sune: Tearsi—Always wash with water before milh-
ing, or ufter eadf-sucking—this is often sufficient. 13
wuch sore, apply equal parts of lime water and lin.
seed oil.

————

e —

Aural Drchitecture. '

Hints to Parmeis_ about to Build,

Usper the above title, » Wisconsin correspondent
of the Rural New-Yorker gives his brother farmers
good counsel which we fully endorse.

*Time is money.” A farmer ought to think ot
this before he locates his barn & balfmile from hiv
dwelling, or even an cighth of amile. Wo know a
well-to-do furmer who built Liy barns forty rvods
from his house,—at least twenty rods further off than
there wag any call for. Twenty rods is onc-sixteenth
of a mile  Ile and his nau weat to the barn at lease
fuur times daily. on an average. In going and ve
turning they wonld travel one balf mile each, or both,
one mile daity. which might have been saved by a
jndiciaus location of bis harn. Quo mile a day is
three hnndred and gixty-five miles 2 year.  In thirty
rears it would amount to nearly cleven thousand
miles of travel; enough to porforia a journey to
Europe and bacic, and overland to California.

** Alarge farmer builds o new honse. He locates bis
pantry so that the good wife, to set the table, hav to
Eass through a long hall, at least sixtecen and one-
balf feet further than necessary had he used good
judgment in locating his kitchen and Eantry. The
good woman and her girl went into that pantry at
least twenty times daily,—making at least forty rods
of extra steps daily, or over forty-five miles yearly.
This tax was upon one already overburdened with
Iabourand cares.

** Farmers. think twice before Yon build : yes, think
a good many times. Do not baild in a hurry, te
vepent at your leisure. Take plenty of time to
thoroughly digest all your plans. Study to make
vverything couvenicnt, both for yourself and house-
Lold. A little difterence in locating your buildines
or rooms may mahe a largesaving in doing the work
of the farmn, or the honseliold. A difference of a fow
steps isa small matter if it only occurred once -
but when they bve to be taken several times guity
for vears, it becomes an important matler.”



