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tike ol lawl-n0 stumps anvwhere, but howeior, was so bent on s own plan ot jceeded ten or twelve aeres cach.  Aud,

when yoa attempted to plough there was
searecly any impros ement over the ordmary
dithienlties of working new land; and thi<
laned £ this day s not were casdy worhed
thau ~twapy lawl, so far ax toots 2re cone
ecerne 100 Tiue, the stunps are certainly not
there, Lut the 100ty are not more decayeld
than those attached to the stuanps. Iintact,
from some cause, I do not thank they aze as
much o, and this puant has often heen a
matter of wonderment ad wseouree vi much
thouyht.

1 have a theory, that the decay of stumps
isioa wieat estent due to i perpctual at-
tempt of the sap to continue to perform its
regular futctions at its appointed season,
and the natwal evaporation from the drying
up of that part exposed to the air furni<hes
a certain demanl. The roots, having ne
such demand fion grabbed stumps, do nat
therefore become alternately wet and dry,
ag others ordm-uly chopped o, hut remain
always wet, Thes opinicn s stronzly snp-
ported by th: condition of some stumps
mder a sheep shed, that 1 examined and
dug outa short time since. They had fieen
vorered up with manure, and all but the
very top was thus 1ept gquite wet. and had
bLeen so durmmnge reavly ten vears that had
dagsed simee they were chopped. The to
that protruded above the manure was gnite
decayed, but the roots were  abeolutely
green—yes, gquite green. I showed many of
the smaller tibrous roots to some intelligent
people who happencl to be present, who
were cually surprised with wyself.  There
was no sprout whatever, nor ever had been,
from this stump, as the shed was built in
1861, one year after the land was chopped,
so there was time «nough for decay to have
affected the routs, unless some preservative
action hall le:m going on, attributed to the
moisture of the manure,  The kind of tim-
ber was 13-inch basswood and beech.

We cieared ont our farm-yard lastyear, in
a part that hadl been uncleaned for eight

operations that he left me to luok at the
tract in question,

Bv N sG AND BRAND NG,

We now came to the blackest job of all,
but at the ~atue time, one which 1 alwass
took great delight s, namely, the fiving Jog-
heaps. The wrt con<ists in first having a
good, wedl and closelyy piled log-boap, andé
neat an having a good Ineece of wind to
assist the combustion,  The end of the heap
tx the best part to Yight tirst, provided the
wand ruity, as the fire moe realdily gets a
thuotouzh holl, The attendance on the
heaps must be continucl into the night,
utherwise there will be some that spread out
whalst burmng, and thenr do not consume so
well,

I alway s foumd more diliculty in leaving
the fallow when fully alight than the wisb
for rest could overcome. 1t seemed such a
pity not to keep punching away first at one
heap, then at another, as the attendance
thereny given so much improved the tire—
and then a succession of such jolly honfires

and I always did love a bontire—and theso
wore s ich goud ones—so it always ended in
my wor' g ont n the fallow, literally en-

pdeyimgat, olten aiter ten o'cleck at night:

years, and found the stumps, so far as the’

roots were concernel, quite decayed, and
easily jerked out by the oxen, but these had

been eapesel to wet and dry, sun and air, '

and conse juently to a continnal ascent and

descent of sap, which probably accounts for

the difference.

I had a visit the other day from a friend
of more theoretical than practical know-
ledge, and he actually was about going on

new land with the full conviction that trees '

can he grubbed out, and the land thus
clearcd, and that the advantages of this
course would far overbalance the cost. Of

course, I used all my experience in persuad- .

ing hin to think twice lefire doing any-
thing of the kiud, and at all events to try
onc acre before buying a tract of five hua.
dred or six hundred acres with the certain

{

i neat mormng, when the sun rose, and all
the heaps were partly burned, and looked
almost vut, 1 almost regretted leaving them
at all. However, after branding up and
again puncling 1w the outside logs, they
were svon all smoking againg but the effect
of the fires is for less exlularating by day
than by night. With us, we had such a quan-
tity on fite, that I determmed not to follow
this course again, but to log for about three
days, and it the weather proved dry, to
burt. and brand up thus picce before fiving
any more, This plan gives more time to
collect ashes, which, of course, must remain
ungathered as long as the heaps are burning.
We sometimes raked them as fast as the
heaps consumed, but it took a great deal of
time, and when we came to carry them there
was usually fire remaining in them, which
endangered the waggon box.  So, on the
whole, we found it hetter to deal with about
five acres at a time, and by using hand-bar-
rows to earry the ashes into heaps of sufti-
cient size to make a waggon-load in a glace.

Welogged in this way all the summer of
1861, and our one yoke of oxen did the
wholc of it, and without accident, except to
one which strained his foot, which laid himn
up for a few days; and the other was sick a
wlnle from being overfed with ground grain.
A quart of melted lard poured down his
throat soon restored him, and he continued
to log steadily until the frost came. Of
course, we drew aside the rail-cuts for fenc-
ing as we progressed, but in this respect we
were carcless and improvident. 'We thought
twenty to twenty-five acre fclds would be

conviction in his own mind that it would suc- , small enough for 8o large a farm, but it was
ceed mmch better than the old plan. e, j & great mistake; they ought not to have ex.

when we found too late the inconvenicu «
of such largo fields, we also found that th
rail tumbier from winch to construct th-
fenees to mahe the ticlds smaller wax al
burnt up, and wve sutier from the neglect to
tlas day. We certamly saved some first
cost, as  twenty-tine acres do not require
ucarly so many rails as two twelve auld a
Lalf acre tichls, but it was a serious mistake
nutw ithstanding.

Another was, we sl not make *worm™
enougl to any of our fenres. We thouuht
to make the rails go as tar ag possible, conse.
yuently, the e rais, bang all hardwood,
were durmy rainy weather as slippery as
w3, and the least wind would level vods on
rods of them.,  In fact, it was hardly possi
ble to get over one of these unstubed anld
unridered fences in wet weather  without
throwing dvwn several rals,

Anotlicr crror was, we did not attend sui-
ficiently tv the entire burmng up of the
large swamp timber, such as eln, basswood,
and hemlock, Many of these were ulte
mately left, and when the smaller timber
vwas consumed, there was notlung to bure
them up with, and they contmued to cum.
her the fields until some stumps were realdy
to come out, when we succeeded in consum-
ing these 0ld stumbling-blocks.

Arnother evil is, to run over the swamp-
holes and frog-pomls, leaving the fallen
timber in them, We had better far have
hanled it out while we were at it, and made
all clean, than allow them to retain uun-
burnt. In the one case we have productive
pasture land, which can be cut for hay, and
often produces the heaviest crops, whilst in
the other, we have a pestilent mess, that
ramains year after year until grown up to
willows and sedge, atfording no food ior cat-
tle, and proving a regular breeding place for
mosquitoes. C.

Silver Beet as a Manure Plant.

1 noticed in a recent number of Tux
WeekLy GLoBe an account of the growth of
a plant ealled Silver Beet, and a recommen-
dation to plough it under as manure. I at
once procured some seed to test the rapidity
of its growth, and, as advised, I soaked it in
warm water twenty-four hours, and sowed it
in drills two feet apart, scattering the seeds
along the drill at about three inches from
sced to seed.

As the weather was very hot and dry, and
I feared the secd might not come up, the
sowing was delayed until the 18th of June,
which I considered very late; the ground,
however, was good, and the sowing was
made im+uediately after the heavy rams we
had at that time. The depth at which the
seeds were huried was about two inches—not
more—as I was advised to be most particular
in that respect. The seeds did not come up
very regunlarly, but were somewhat delayed
in their germination by the hot dry weather. .



