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Eighteenth Annual Meeting--

OF THE ONTARIO BEE-KEEPERS'
4ASSOCIATION,%

S H E eighteenth annual meeting of the
Ontario Bee-Keepers' Association
was held at the Court House in the

City of HIamilton on Tuiesday, Wednesday
ai Thursday, Dee. 7th, 8th and 9th, 1897.

The president, Mr. J. K. Darling, called
the meeting to order at 2 o'clock p. i.

The seeretary, Mr. Wn. Couse, read
the minutes of the last animal meeting,
which, on motion, were confirmed as read,
and signed by the president, after which
the president, Mr. J. K. Darling, delivered
the following address:

1RESIDENT'S ADDRESS.
"Another season lias passed by, and we

are again met together to compare results
and lay plans for the future. The past
season ha been a varied one, the bee-
keepers in some localities securing a fairly
good yield of first-class honey, while in
otliers there was very little, and in some
places none whatever of a first-class
article stored by the little workers. lI
sone sections there was a small flow of
dark honey in the fall, and in others the
bees secuied barely enougli for winter
stores, and a good number of colonies have
had to be fed. As a consequence prices
are firm and the surplus of last year is
likely to disappear before another seasti
opens. As an association we can con-
gratulate ourselves on naking progress.
Somle years this advance is not as pro-
nounced as at other times, yet " Onward!"
is the word and we are living fairly up to
it-. lf we take a statemnent made by the
President of the Dairymeni's \ ssociation of
EasternOntario, at their animal meeting
held in Brockville last January, aiid com-
pare our work with theirs, we vill have
no cause te feel disheartened. After re-
ferring to the vast anount of butter and
cheese m .Lich Ontario exports to England,
lie says, 'New, how lias this been brouglit
about ? lu the first place by organizing a
dairynen's convention at Ingersoll thirty
years ago this spring, with the motto
of 'Progress.' For the first fourteen years
all that the association did was to hold
conventions, to teach cheese and butter-
making while attending, and holding of

cheese shows.' Surely our record is i
good as that, and, while we cannot iope (to
accomplish as umuch as the *dairymnei ean
accomplish, or to inîcrease the industi of
bee-keeping to the magnitude of the bit-
terand lheese trade, there is plent if
rooin for advancement. The work of tle
association must be mainly along fie lie
of edueation, and 1 thiik we ought It
begin at once to pushx that branch oU (ur
work with more vigor than we have ever
done in the past. It is that kind of vork
that lias placed the dairy interest of the
Dominion in the front rank as il stmids
to-day.

'There have beeu ne co(mpaiuits of
adulteration during the past yei, owing
no doubt to the efficient work doue in the'(
Inland Revenue Department at Ottawa;
and it is mny opinion that, w-iti the
law as it is now, and a proper
watchfulness on the part of htone%-
producers, we will not have umei
trouble vitlh adulterated honey. It is a
natter upon which we eau congratuflate

ourselves that not oe of the adîulterati
samples vas traced to a kee-keeper, and
that umost of the samples wlhich wereauli -
terated with glucose were traced direetiy
or indirectly to one firnm in Monti val, aid
further that most of the adulterated sati-
ples secured were secured withinî a radius,
of that city. This is a inatter that ougiit
to be proclaiied froin one end of the
Dominion to the other. thus alim ing the
distrust that lias arisen regard inug puIre
honey. Only one samnle in lift* en amid
that in a Iimited area. Re;.nding a
standard for the specitie gravit> of hone3,
we are very imucih at a loss as N ri how to
proceed. The fact that the perenîîtage of
water in the samples analyzed ai )ttaxwa
ranged all the way froin 12 to *) pri cent.
would show at once that much i more unist
be done before any definite eouiî sion .can
be reached. This work we nom liave be-
fore us. The foul-brood inspeem 's report
will be laid before you, and if it is takent
up and diseussed by this mneetil.: you will
learn that there is a large mount of
association work in tiat field 'lie cd-
ucating of the masses in irega1 1 o the use


