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CHAPTER I.
waa bleak afteraoeu ln early Jaaeary;
co-bhurs ver. mest 0,cr at Miss Mash-
'a, and some ef the girls were gathered
id the scbool-room fire, ready to start
Lomue, but dlayed by the Jieavlly faîliiig

Of course we wvere ail chatteriug very
rny togetie, glad ta bie releved froam
sten i lonce of study.
Ow are You getthug ou whit your ccrn-
m. 110ie?' eniquired one of the eider
le of a sweet, sby-loa4dung littie girl at
side. 11111. Condngtox vas the youugeot
Ur' Class, and sucli an engaging litile
ture tiai &she vas quite the pet o! the.
QI.

havea't done any more &Ince y>u Baw
lester,' vas thie replY. 'l abo'wed it to
rie Richardson, and abe laughül ai It,
sald the needies were too big, and the
lice vere crou>ked, aid the wool vas a

, od-f.%hole clon Fierrip e,-qn cnit

b tbgu tRi. reet I buret eut scornfnlly,
cpral wo YQU'Il ever Set froni Flor-
ýhau, Effe Don't you know her

tha tat? Shb's always fiiling
witb other people aLid makIn.g fine
es, but Sbe doesn't kee"> ler word.

WM ay 1 tell you wiytiing I doa't mean,
out and ont!'

Wliti thiz rather boaotful conclusion I
tiwiied away 4from ry ,onanos The
WLuitrY storin had oeased, and ail th1e day
PuPila were prepnrlng to start for home. Of
courIse I foRt I had had quit. thie be8t Of the
argumen~t, and as I ws iiearly thie eldest,
and generally at the hea4 of my class, bc-
aides belng sonewlia± dGueertag towards
the alliers, no> one dared to challenge ray
opinlin any ttirther.

I buttoned Emfe's cloak, gava ber lier
booU an miher knitting, and we set off to-
gether; Efie and 1 alwaya went to and frou'
ôchool ln company tliough we were nat sis-
tors, or even neighbors. Mrs. (ioningtoii
had beejin an old friend of mother's manY
years ago. Just Iately she had been le! t a
wldow iu ver-y poor clreurastaues, and l'ad
taken a littie hous. ln ouar village that she
might b. near to us; mother bad warmly
weleo<u.d lier former frlend, and trlid in
every way to cheer lier loneliness and
brlghten lier sOmnew-bt heavy burdeui.

Efile was lier oixly ebild, a sweet. aKfec-
Uuoate, gentie littie thuug, whoni everybc>dY
loved, and wbo was9 the oue briglit star of
liope and happlueu. lu her~ potber's dark-

end if. She wa., sou.. yemr youiger
than 1, and vey subrnaislve anbd quiet. It
wa8 wi8 to learn te loe ber -very dearly,
and she wear tee meek to, rosent my
emewhat patroaming care, or te, dispute
rny autlzority whloh 1 was rather toc fond
of extendiug ta necsay triflea. She
looked up to me, too, tRie litt. hIocent,
trustf-ul creature, as if 1 was a perfect para-
gou of ail thie virtues, whleb was, unfor-
ttunately, very wide of the trutb.

As we walk(ed brlskly home tlirough the
deeoeilng twilight Elfle begai chatttiig
aga.ln about thie wcrlc on whicb ber heart

eutting east wind, as it eurled >iooatly rond4
thie o>14 carrier's throat.

Oie moruilug we were ail specially bard
at worir oves' the review of our montli's
study, a sort of preparatory examinationi.

Siate and peucil iu han4, we were ail
eagerly busy answering as fully and cor-
rectly as we eould In the brie! time allotted
to u3, a few test questionjs. I bail set my

eart on getting thie ar-ithmetle prize in tRie
autuma, and very much, of my chancre Of
success would depcnd on my ca.refuil working
ot thie surnz upo before th-e clasa. 1 gave
the closest attention to my task, sud as I
was quicli at figures, arlUtuietice belng oie
of! my favorite studies, I Esoon f1rished ail
the sumas ta mny entire satisfactian. When
cur exorcises ver.- collected and piled ýàp
together at t-he close o!f tRie day for exam lu-
ation anud correction, I was ln higRi splrIts,
anid toit qulte seecure 0f a good report cl
'uy work.

Eftie gathereil up tRie siates £'rom oui
cluBs, and I gave mine, auiong others, int4
lier charge to carry ta their place ut tht
biead-migtress's des.k. fhe was as warmly
ln1tereîeted in My successas I vus myseUf,
and I whis'pered tu hier as sh. came to my
aide, 'l'ye got on huaely, Efll'na pretty sure
of the top tuia monlth, aîyway. Take thie
slatea earefully, and mind tbey doî't ameer.'

Effle finlshed the duties o! clearing tRie
ta1ble,the sbareo f thie youiigest lu the olas9s,
earrled ail the llnisbed oxercises to their
place, packed uip the leýsoi-boûks on their
abelves and cles.ued and laid asWRe ou the
lockers ail tRie siates that were doue witRi.
Then we started for horne ln a state o!
higji good hwnor.

I dearly loveil ta have mny own way; ihav-
ing once set my heart on earrylêg out a
particuhar project, 1 vas qulte ready to 'go
through fire and water' to aeconiplisb my


