e

- would -be there next day
at ber, shabby shoes, too, and’ thought of’ the :

to palm 1t off on my patrons as it is, he re-
. torted, angrlly. i .
Huldah’s hea.rt sank thhin her

'1'here:
EN
was no other place ‘where she could sell the

mince-meat and they were really in need of .

. the’ groceries she had . ordered.
purse ‘was -empty,- and’ Tom and his -chum

She’ glanced down

sorry appearance they would make before
the young man, and-for a moment a sharp

ehitle struvgle went on’in her heart. ‘
“After all, it might be no harm would come'

of it If she put the brandy in, No barm
ever had come of it pefore, S0 “far, as ‘she

knew, but—but there wag _only one right.
" way, and that was the sure-Que.

- “Very wel), Mr :Sampson, I’m sorTy to have
displeased and disappointed you,’ she said,

,lookmg at him'steadily, the color dymg out

o ot her face, and leaving it very pale. -

Wlthout further Words Mr.

put it into the waggon w1th a bang

~Huldah  climbed in and drove homeward'-~
with 2’ heavy heart but & clear conscrence,.

hile Mr. Sampson went back into t.he store
grumblmg o Ce

- *If the old lady doesn 't come to her senses
and send the girl back here with that mince-

meat well brandled as it should be 111 miss
They’re in a bad fix just- now,,_' _
.. 1 know, because ‘the 61d man has been laid
‘. up 2 month or two, and they have had hard
I wouldn’t. be afraid to

my guess

Iuck all summer.’

" wager they’'re clear out of groceries, and will

_brotherly love and. pride. - -~ .
She’d. wade”
,through fire and water before she’d. go back

-have-to come back and ask.me for credit.’

* This wa$ said half to himself and half to

Judge Dougherty, who had been lookmg over . »
«-alpapér.as. he- “wraited . for “Mr.. Sampson to .

have leisure to make out his bill.
- The -Judge: -did not reply, but sat for a few

. minutes ldoking intently at his paper “with-
" out seeing a2 word.
to his office and’ wrote a note to'a friend liv- -
ing in the city, who was a temperance man,

Presently hé went over

and also a ‘dealer in’ groeeries

Asa result Mrs, Marinér received a letter )

" The family .
. ley 1t seemed as 1f the whole world ‘had

Sampsong
’ mcked up the tub ‘and carrymg it. outslde,

lowness, selﬂshness and msmcerlty ot wo-

’ men, won’t he, Judge P ik
‘He ‘will if ‘he ‘has half as much sense a.s o

he. looks to ha.ve, said the old Judge bluntly. -

Before the two ‘weeks

_And 50 it proved
of ‘vacation Bad passed” away to Ned. Oak-

changed~

The. simple, wholheome, cheerful atmo-

_sphere pervadmg ‘th old farm-house the

kmd motherly- “heart of Mrs Marmer, the
cheerful uncomplainmg spxrit ot her suffer
ing - husband and" Huldah's steadfast ear-.

'nestness and subny. unselﬁshness had Te-.-

vealed a phase of home life of which he ha.d
had no. previous . conception S -
"And when the glad Christmas day ‘wasg
ushered in Wlth Whulmg flakes of fea.thery
snow . that transformed the old homestead

mto a winter idy], I—Iulda.h “first helped her
) mother to prepare the bountitul dinner; the

- erisp vegetables, the’ plump bxg turkey, and

next day, ordering all the mince-meat she ~

had for sale, and as much more as she chose :

to mahe dunng the winter.

This lifted a great load from the hearts of
the two women, and with the mmce—meat

) that I—Iulda.h shipped that day went an order

for necessary groceries, much to the cha-
grin of Mr. Sampson, whom Judge Dough-

erty, had delighted to mtorm of the trans-

action.

" 'When Tom and his friend got off the train
at Mapleton that evenmg, and had to wait
a short time for Huldah, who bad been un-~
avoidably delayed, the Judge repeated with
great gusto the whole story of the mince-
meat.;”

‘I tell you, Tom Huldah’s a sxster any
man mlght be proud of. .I saw her loolung
down at her little half-worn out shoes, when
Sampson sail he wouldn’t take the maeat
unless she put the brandy in 'it, and 1

thought sure .she’d give up them, but she’

didn’t. Principle before either shoes or ‘gro-
ceries for her every time. 1 tell you she's
a plucky little thing, and she melted my old
heart up so completely, that I resolved then

and there, neither cider nor brandy should.

ever go into any cooking at oly house again,

to tempt me or mine, or any other man at

my table.’
Tom  listened with-a heart swellinv mth

It's just like® Huldah,

on. he1 principles, he said with glistenmg

- eyces.

‘Wait till you k_now her, Ned and you'll

_stop your cynical nonsense about the shal-

-

delicious temperance, mmce—pies, then with
Tom and M7, Oakley snugly tucked up in the
‘sleigh, -drove down to Mapletou to join in -
singmg the ‘joyous a.nthems, and ‘to lzsten‘
to the old, sweet message ot ‘Peace on’ ea.rth ;
. good will toward men,”

~.And in her life'a new star had arisen, for

" she-had read in Mr: :Oakley’s loving eyes as -

she fastened. her pretty hood upon ‘her head
fhat

' ‘Tying her bonnet under her chm

“She tled a young mans heart. W1th1n.
‘Umon Signal ’

A Chr:stmas Carol

' It came upon the mmmght clear,
The. glorious song of old, .
) From angels bending near the ea.rth
= To touch. t.helr harps of gold’; .
“*Peace on earth, good will to men N
From heaven'’s all gracious ng,
The world in solemn stillness lay,.:
"To_hear the -angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they come
. 'With peaceful wings unfurled,.-
Ang still their heavenly music floats
. O'er all the weary world ;

_Above iis sad and lowly plains

They bend on hovering wing, .
And ever o'er its Babel sounds

The blessed angels sing.

" For, lo ! the days are hastening on

By prophet-bards foretold,

‘When with the ever-circling years
Comes.round the age of gold ;

‘When peace shall over all the earth
Its ancient splendors fling,.

And the whole world give back the song
‘Which now the angels sing.

Edmund H. Sears, DD

« The Saviour’s Birth.'

Why in tones so'sweet and tender
Sing those angels from on high ?

Why that star so brightly beaming
In the glorious’ eastern’ sky ?

'Tis'to tell a wond'ring peopls
Of a gentle Saviour’s birth ; -
That He brings (this Prince of giory)
‘Peace to men good will on earth.

"Mis to spread the words of comfort,
That to each and all He'll bring ;
That the silv'ry star is beammg,

- And ‘the white-robed angels. sing

) Then will we, in songs of gladness
Sing His praises far and wide ;
_ Glorifying God above us
For the joyful Chmstmas—tlde.
‘Wait ’

L

* were bemoaning your hard -
- ting a bank acocount. -

- for your, mother, and I can‘tell you the
- places.where you:can get ¢heap ‘goods.” 7"

*. money on himself,

(By Ehzabeth E Ba.ckup) ‘
Ed had a feeling ‘of prolound plty torl

‘hxmself "It never occurred to. him that it
was elt.her weak, or selfish,: _or, ‘wicked, “tol -
cherish this sentiment.” of course he lovedu

‘his mother, and was sorry fof her, but then| x

a. boy must consider’ ‘himself- occaslonally. It-
was &° shame to - be pinched ‘in this way.:

/When his' father was alive Bd. ‘had: his mice °
‘money, and the money for shovelling snow, :
and he was" paid for! lots of little’ odd Jobe. ’
“Now he' set the trap’ and caught the suly
" ‘mice just the same, but he never got his. ten

cents as he used to. HLS mother said’ they
Were poor, but Edward was not satisfied w1th‘
this solution of the: problem. Bd brooded
over the subJect, and -at length his reﬂec-
tlons brought forth fruit in. kmd :
= ‘Do you know you ean’ get milk at Brown s

" for five cents ?' said Wil Adams; one’ day.

Is.that 80 ?’ Sald Bd. ‘Why, we pay srx'
at.Seymour’s, - Good ‘milk, is it 7" -
- ‘Good as any store” milk, Will' rephed K
when we get extra, T. buy it there, and pocket
the . other cent—see ?’ and: Wlll grmned,
hideously. . -

‘Humph !* gaid - Ed thoughtfully ," 'and
your- mother, she knows ¥’ ’

- *No, indeed !’ said Wil ; s ‘she’d declare theg

" five-cent. milk wa'n't as good as the six-centit

Trust this child for holding bis tongue ! You!
‘luck, and I
thought Id let you- mto my - scheme for get-
You buy other- things

‘Cheap in gquality’as: well ds- 1n prioe p re,
haps,’ said Ed, doubttully :
" “Not'n bit of it,5aid Will.© ‘I ‘save a cent
or two on lots of things’ mother sends me

to buy " There’s nothing like havlng ones
eye-teeth cut;’ and Will -smiled compla—
cently.

‘I want awfully to’ ge-t some ‘money for
Christmas,’ said Ed ; ‘but I never see a cent
ngwadays ‘cept when I'ln sent on. "some er-
rand. It's mighty rough On me. I wish
T could earn some money. “It's a pretty
rarce article up to our house.’

" ‘“Well, here’s your chance, and all perfect-
ly above board. Your mother gives you so
much to buy a thmg, you get it for less, and-
the difference is' yours. -But mums the
word, or you'd have to fork over your
change.” )

Bd did not accept Will’s suggestion very
enthusiastically, "but he turned it over and
over in his mind until he made it seem quxte
right and reasonable.

‘Mother needn’t be so stingy,’ -he argued
with himself; ‘then if I weren’t going to
spend every cent I get on mother and Edith,
it would be drfferent Will spends his
There may be a slight
hitch in the principle of’ the thing,-but in my
clrcumstances 1t’s Just as right as right can
be.’

‘T believe when I wa.nt extra milk I shall

.'-be obliged ‘to order it from the milkman,’
~Mrs. 'Walton said, one day.

L ‘It’s pretty. poor
stuff you bring from Seymour’s these days.’
Ed colored, but said nothing., : Similar

" criticisms were occasionally made. upon oth-

er articles which Bd had purchased, but he
pocketed his ill-gotten _gains and remained’
silent. ‘-Snow came, and with it some oppor-
tumties to earn money by shovelling paths

“for the n\exghbors ; and yet Ed wa.s a long

distance fxom a bloated mrlhonnalre

‘Tve been cou.ntmg my money to-day, he
said to Will ‘and with all my scrimping I
possess the munificent- sum of ninety-five
cents, It won’t get halt the things I want.‘

..
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