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Happiest of virgins thou,
On whose unrefil’d brow
Blend's maiden meekness with a mother’s lovel
Blest in thy heav'nly Son,
The Righ and [Ialy Qne

weole— Who hero 3o veil’s his glory, spied above,
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THE MADONNA AND CHILD.

Whken from thy beaming,throne,
O high and holy oze!

hoa cam’st to dwell with thoso of mortal birtk ;

No ray of living light,
Flash’don th' astonish’d sight,

To'shew ho Godhoad walked his subject carth,

‘Thine was no awful form
Shrouded in mist and storm,

Of seraph walking on the viewless wind,
Nor did’st thou deign to wear
The por , sublimelyfair

\Of ungel heralds, rent to bliss mavkind.

Made, like the sons of ¢lay,
Thy matchless gloties lay,

Zn form of feeble infancy conceal'd: '
No pomp of odtward sigh
Proclaim’d the'puwer-divine s

No earthly stato 'tho heav’tily guest reveai'ds

Thoudid’st not dhooge thy homo
Beneath aldudly dome

¥o regel dindem wreath'd chy baby brow.
Nor, ona soft couch laid,
Nor in rich vest aray'd,

Biet with the ‘pacrest of the poor wast thou.

‘Yet she, whose gentle braast,
Was thy glad place of rests
1o hor tho blood of royal David dow’d ¢
Men paased her dwelling by,
‘With proud and scornful eye,
Bet angels knew, and lov'd ber mean abods.

There softer straiss ¢ho heard
Than song of ev’ning's bitd,

Or toneful minstrol ia a queenly bow'r.
And o’cr har dwelling lone,
A brighter radiance shons,

Thas ever gliteer’d from & morarch’s tow’s.

For thero the mystic star,
That sages led from far,
To pour their treasures at her iafant’s foat 3
Still shed its golden light 5
There, through the calm clear night,
Wers beard angelic voices, strangely sweet.

Q, bappy'stikon of all,
Who beartho deadly thrall,

Whick, fob cne mother's erima te Yl wasgiv'a !

8he Grst of montad binth,
Biooght denth to t8ign on eanth

Bat thou dring'at light acd life agaln from heav's.

CHAPTER XXxVIIl.

Joshta.

Tho follawing aames, Joshva, Osce, Joseph, and
Jesits, have &l in Hebrew the same moaning, and signify
Saviour.

Caaezee i, 11.~Behold ths ark of the covenant of
the Lord cf all the earth siall go before you into the
Jordan.

The ptiesthood, tarrying the ark, o before, and guide
the people into tho land of promise, This shews, i the
realization of the figure, that the people ars to be guided
by tho priesthood.

Verso 17.—And the priests who caried the ark of the
covenant ofthe Lord, stood girded upon the dry ground
¢n the midst of the Jordan ; and all the people passed
ever through the channel that was filledup.

The passage of the peopls through the Jordzn, with
Joshua at their head, represents tho passage of the faith-
fu} into beaven with Jesus at their head, threugh the
waters of baptism: ho having imparted by bis Saptismin
the Jordan, the sanctifying virtue to the water, applied,
inobediencs to his cummand, to the faithful, in the name
}of the adorable trinity, 2s the sign of the cternal cleansing
grace of his holy spirit. Then are wa dorn again, ashe
himself expresses it, of water and the Holy Ghost ;
and fitted toeater the kingdom of God, the trae land of
pracnisoi~Josh. itinx.  The priests remain ¢ girded ia
the midst of the Jordan, till all tha people had passed
over.® They are at their post, to baptise all who enter
the trua-lznd of promise. * Go, says the Saviour, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of thé Fas
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,” &c.

Cnarrer iv.3«~The 12 mea chosen from the 12 tribes,
aad “commanded to take out of the midst of tha J orden,
whera the fest of the priests stood, twelve very hard
sones,? &c. represent the twelve patriarchs, or spiritzal
| fathers of the spiritual Israeliles-—the Christians—that is,
tho twelve Aposites, The ® twelve hard stoges tskon
out of the midst of the Jordan,” represeut,under another
emblem, the same Apostles; who are, as Peter was
styled by our Lord, tho rock, or etone upon which he
s8id ho wonld build his choreh ; for on the other Apostles
{also, though pot equally 23 on himsall, whois its ¢‘caief]
cosnes stone ;" and on Petor, the next in authority avd
§digulsy so bimsel, did he forad hischurch.  Thess are
the twelve stones, teken from the wster ;  for they were
fishermen ; like the pabbles gatbered by David from
the brook, and put into his scrip ; with dne of which he
i Brought the boasting Golizh to ths gtourd 3 emblematic

of Peter, who overthrew at Rome the Goliab cf the Gen-
siles, and tarned upon him his cwn sword, cuttiog off
with it his imperial head, and banging op the weapon as
Tl trophy, in the sanctoery. They were Rord tones

o

Yeorse 12.—The children of Reuben and Gad, and the

tnlf tribe of Mauasses, went armed before ths children of
{srael

Theso represented those of the first order of thingse—
the Jewish inatitute. They preceded, in tho spiritual
sense, the combatants under the prefigured Jushua 3 as
has beenalreedy noticdd.

CuarTea v. 13.—And when Joshua was in the field
ofthe city of Jericho, he lifted up his eyes, and saw a
man standing over against him, holding a drawn sword
And he went to him and szid, Artthou one of ours, or of
our adversaries ¢ And he aaswsted noj but I am a
prince of the host of the Lord; and now X am come.

Joshua fell on his face to the ground; and worshippiag
him said: what saith my Lord to his servant ?

Lioose, saith he, the shoes fram off thy feet; for the
place on which thou standest is koly. And Joshua did,
as <as commanded his.

This, the Protestant must own, was the cceature wor-
shipping the creatare ; though aot with the worship due
10 God alone. Nor was this worship given by Joshua to
the Angel, refused by that glorious spirit. but enforced.
Now, this is the very homago which the Latholic church
allows to bo given by herchildren to the saints and angels,
who are glorified withGod. If,on another occasion,a simi-
lar celestial being declined the homage tendered bim by
the Lpostle St. John, Apoch. xix. 10, ho may have done
so in consideration of the transcendaot sanctity and digs
nity of the worshipper—the disciple whom Jesus loved ;
¢ho Aposile, Evangelist, Prophet, avd a Martyr; and
becauso he may have parceived that St.¥ohn bad mistake
en him for the Saviour himself, who had appeared 10 hira
befere ia @ mysterious form at the begianing of his Apo-
calyptic visions. It would appear, huwever,that cotwiths
standing the waraing given him not to worship his fellow
crestura 3 the Apostle had no scruple in renswiog the
waorthip forbidden, which he Wor!d not have dona had it
been idolstrons.—Apochs xxii. 8.

v P AN A s iret—

TO A MOTHER BEWAILING THE DEATH OF
AN ONLY SON.

Cease now, Mary ! ‘cease bewailing,
Thy Lewis' death 50 fong invaia !
All thy tears are snavailing
To recall him back vgsin.

¥fthou couldst, ah ! say, why wouldst thou
Force him from his blest abode 5

Where aloft in glory crown’d now
Heroigns immortal with his God!

In celestial beauty shining
Could’st thou view thydarling bey,
8oon would cease thy vain repiaing ;
Scon thy grief would tam to joy.

To this sickly, sinful region
Y.ife be loath’d, and meurn’d awhile;
Then soar’d to hear's, 2re sin’s contagion
Could his infet soul defile.

There some day he loogs to gredt thee
Hirgliog with 1be blissful train::

Joyfulthen he'll fy tomeet thes,
Novar more to past agaio.

Cease then, Mary ! caate camplaialog ?
Yet thou'ls 2z thy lpniy boy—
Thy soul, no essthly tie defaining,

!gspable of resisting every skock, without being brokens

Shall iy to scenes of codles joj.



