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INDIA: ITS TEMPLES, ITS PALACES, AND ITS PEOPLE.

BY W. S. CAINE, M.P.*

TUE ROCK 0F TRICUINOPOLI.

TRICHINOPOLI is, after Madrats, the largest city i the Presidency.
ht is a place of historie interest. It figures in the traditions of,.
the ZSouth Indian dynasties for five centuries B.C., and ivas an
important centre, and sometimes capital, during the whole of the
dynasties of the Pandyan kings. Towards the close of the l6th
century, it feil under the dominion of the Nayakan kings of
Madura. The greater portion of the fort, and most of the city
itself, was buit during the reigu of the first king, Viswanatha.
Choka Nayakan abouc 100 years afterwards removed his seat of
government from Madura to Trichinopoli, erecting the building
now known as the Nawab's palace. e.

It wvas besieged by the Frencli jr. t751, who were drawn off
fromi its walls by the brilliant capture of -Arcot by Clive. Every
popular history 6f India gives an account of the famous siege of
Trichinopoli.

The great rock of Trichinopoli is a mass of gneiss, rising
abruptly out of the plain, like a huge boulder, to a heiglit oïï 273
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