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flke that of N1tiihailý. 'l'le waters of Jamies, Bay, lîow-
ever, are ". shallow (excep)t through one wide ch.annel
leading <lown its centre to M\oose Factory), that a boit oar
cati toucli hottoin nmaiy miles front sihore. Thtis vast
inland ocean is a basiti into wvhich 3,000,000 square utilies
of land aie draincd, and so large is the quitatity, of fresh
water pour;ng dmvii, iliat the waters of Jamtes Bay arc
only slightly salty. Hudson and James 1Bays receive the
waters of twciîty.five large rivers besides Ili 'se of nunîî-
biers of sîîîallcr rivers, soute of whicli are unknon n id
iinnanîcci. Notwithstatnding the vast area of I Iudson
Blay (about 500,300 square tiles), no part of it is wvti;
the Arctic Circle. The resources of tlîis vast regin are

only now being Laintly realized. \%Ve now wvonder that
the natuiral fertility of Manitoba and the Nortlî-West
Territories, and the great mnineraI reEotirces of B3ritishî
Columubia and the Yukon, remained so long unknowvn, or,
at Icast, unappreciated by the people of the older Provinces.
In a few years wvlien the great valley of Jamies and I-Iudson
Bays shall have been opened up by railvays, wve wvill
wonder still more that it, too, shouild have remnained so
long locked tip. The reports of early travelers aîîd
explorers, who, in order to mie interesting stories, have
exaggeratcd the cliaracter of thîe cîjîtiate, have no doublt
beeti otie of the stuinbling [blocks iii the wvay of openiîîg tip
our great îiorthern land. The climate aîid surroundings
of Hudson Straits also have becn so coîîfoutiîdd wvith the

cliniatic featutres of the grcat inland basin as to discourage
inquiry. 1-lence it is that niany intelligent Canadiatîs
imuagine that the waters of Hudsîcon Bay ferni one immîense
ice field duriiîg tu greater part of the ycar. As a inattcr
uf tact, Iludon Bay itsŽlf is neyer frozen over any more
thati Lake I luroni or L-ale Superior. Navigation cati be
carried on thro&ighout Hludson BJay proper evury day iii
the year. ht i only iii 1 ludison Strait that clifficulty front
ice is encoutntered. li James B3ay, owving to the slîallow-
1ILSS .111( fresiess of the water, ce is forined durîng the
wintcr, but this ice with the river ice breaks til in
April and May at about the saie date tlîat the
St. Lawrence River is free frot ice. The trouble

in navigating Hudson Strait is not frot locally forrned
icc, but the great polar ice fields that are annually broken
til) and drift down Davis Strait and Fox Chiannel, wvhere
quantities of it are deflectcd by tie inset of the Atlantic
tides aîîd turued into the Straît. The length of time wlien
the Hudson Straits arc navigable, varies according to
différent ilavigators and explorers ail the way front 3ý to
61 months in the year. Notwitlîstanding the pessivaistic:
vîewvs of many regarding these Nortlîern wvaters, the fact
reiaiis thiat thotigh Hudson B3ay and Strait have been
iîavigated contintiously since 1668, wvhen the Hudson Bay
Comîpanîy was formed, the slîipping disasters have been
rcmarkably few, so fev indeed that for the last liaif Century
the Hudson B3ay Comipany has ceased to pay insui-ance on
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