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the state it was ini before the tinikers got
bold of It.

ihere is probably not a Mason of
thirty or forty yeirs' standing Nvbio bas
paid particular attention to suchi mat-
ters îvho cani not recali instanice after
inistanice where the latiguage ùf the rit-
ual hias l)een chaniged deliberately by
somebody, within bis own recollectioni,
with Iln evidenit initenition of making à
more simple, of freeing it from taulo-
logy, from wvhat, lie considered vain re-
petitionis of archaic forms. 'l'lie people
wvho atternpt these supposed iimprov'c-
ments a-ie oftent quite oblivious of the
fact that thiese old formis are the niatur-
ai consequence of the anitiquity of the
wvork, that the repetitionis are mionu-
ments of a style that 'vas once common
ini ail literary evorks and that thieir ex-
istenice is a proof that ilhey were iin the
ritual when it 'vas formnulated. UJnfor-
tuniately we cannot give iin print exani-
ples o)f tlis tenidency, but we cati illus-
trate hy (luotatiolis that il is perîniss-
ale to niake. Take for example the
iiiotîitorial work.

"Behiold, how good and how pleas-
atit it is for breilhren to divell in ainity
It is like the preclous oinitnlent uponi
the lîcard, event Aaron's beard, that
wvent down to the skirts of bis gar-
mnients."

Nowv if this wvere unwritteri %ork, one
of our atinenders of the ritual would gyet
at it ini this way "There is no use iii
the word beliold; that adds nothiing to
the sense. V'il drop it out. Then îvhat
is the use oj saying «how good and hiov
I)leasaiit ?' TIhat, is aIl vain repetition.
1 will just say, 'how pleas-ant it is "'
*rhat expresses the whole sense. Theni
îvhat is the use of sayig ' eveni Aaron 's
beard ;' that may just as wveI1 he left
out."j And s0 Oti.

WVe once heard a propositioni to strike.
out a portion of a quotation frot-i lsai-
ah, CINone shall slumber nov sleep," it
being alleged that IInor sleep" added
notingic to the sense. It wvas with-
dra-,wn wben the origin of the L.<pression
was pointed out. Now the Masoniic
rimuai is to some extent m-odeled after
îhlose passages in the Old Testament

iii whicbi we have inot niiere useless re-
pelitionw, but tbe presentation of the
saille thougit, in several alternate ex-
Pressiolie. 'iaet ~frori the first Psaliii:

"Blessed is the maran who walkeil)
flot in the counisel of the ungodly, noLr
stanidetb iin the wav of siinners, nor ýt
tetb in tbe seat of "the scorniful."

Tbis i5 ilot tautology, tbough but
for the sacr-ediiess of its origini miany
wvould cal1 it su. A siiliar passage of
the rimuai would be cotidetised into onie
clause, atid the author of tbe change
%would thinik lie had made a great imi-
prove me nt. -Jfsonic .Hoine Journaiiil.

SHRINERS COMPLAINT.

'l'le Los A1n-e/es Times of JUly 2d
pritnted the follovnig roast on Sani
[Francisco Shirinetrs. It seenis thiat the
article originated in I eiiver, Col().:

Di-,NVER JUly i .- Ienvers hiospital.
ity and Sanî Franci'co's treatmient of
inviied Shrinîer- nîay result, in the r-ext
1'rieiiniai Coniclave to be beld at (AuId-
til Gaite in 1904, btilng transferred to
I)enver, as the Mzasoniic brethreni have
nio desire to e-,perience the chilly treat-
nienit accorded ihose who attenided the
Convocation of the Shrine a few %weAs
ag-o. A motvenienitw~as staited to-niigbit
to transfer ihe Templar Con)laveto0ibiis
Ci ty.

"rîîThe Cal iforniians were su fférin rti romn
pronouniced 'cold feci'" said a proini-
cnit IDenver Shi iner II Tbey hiad proni-
isedelahorate enîertainrnent We ivere
mnade the victinis of a series of cheap

0'ra fis, and ve were thank fui to escipe
fromi î,ur allegcd Oasis aiid shift for our-
selves. Ail the visitors ' vere complain-
inig, b)ut the Los Atng-les Shriners and
papers took the niater up and inivited
us to partake of Southrent hospitality.
Wue scranibled1 down there, and realîy,
it rýcemied like being home againi."

Th'le Shrisiers say no provision wvas
made to entertain the ladies, and the
first prize for the drill corps wvas a cheap
lithograph taken froni the Southren
Paci tic advertising department. Oiie
ticket only was given for each enter! ain-
mient. The Io% ing cup would hie dear


