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Should auld acquaintance be forgot ?
Deeldedly, In nine cases out ot ten, if
the forgetting, and above all tho bhe-
ing forgotten, were possible. It is one
thing to grapple the friends we havo
and thelr adoption tried to our souls
with “ hoops ol steel,” and a'.other to
be grappled by miscellancous persond
whose clalm on our regard and proof
of thoirs is fouml in the almmnacy and
only there. Why are people who are
ald acquaintances and nothing more to
take possession of us like conscinus
benefactors, speaking of us, If not to
us, by our fireside names; criticising
us with the alr of cxperlence, being

self-complucent on our success and can- -

did on our fallures, cxposing our mo-
tives anc lamenting our hidden beliefs?
Wby do they question us on our pri-
vate affairs, offer us point blank con-
dolences on the skeleton In our cup-
bourd, Jocosely blurt out unpalatable
truths, find fault with our new carpet,
advise us? These are the privileges of
fricndship, of Intimacy ; and they have
known us so long. By the popular com-
putatlo'n, the having been aware for a
long time of cach other’s existence is
indifference muiltiptied by
years 8 friendship. Onily let a
have ‘been acquainted with you from
your childhood, and he has, by cvery
recognized law ot good fecling, the
the same right to take an aggressive
interest In your proceedings that your
relations possest by their relationship,
&nd your bosom friends by you. own
conferring 1.

Old acquaintances have no monopoly
of familiarity unmitigated by similar-
ity ot tastes or the sympathy of affec-
tion. A rclation yom have scen for the
first time yesterday, or, Inthe country,
thie next-door néighbor of a fortnight’s
nt;;_nding, “avields a like prescriptive
viglit of intrusion. But old acquaint-
ances have o special suthority over you

intimacy ;
man
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peculiar to them. They tether you to
your former seif ; they will allow noth-
ing tor growth; what you were you
are. No matter avhat dovelopments or
what changes 'may ‘have removed tho
man from the boy, for them and among
them he is stutlonary, It ls even so
to himself; he cannot take his true
pluce among them, he Is|¢logged and
hampered with all sorts of minute fet-
ters, gradually woven round him, whicl
he can only burst by an unscemly strug-
gle. He feels ke o lobster squeezed
back Inio a shell some slzes ugo; ho
thing rasps his skin, but yct It doos
seem to be nls own proper shell and
he trics £0 accommodate himself to it.

It 1s tn thls accomodating process
that the chief mischlef of tho represe
sive influcnce o old acquaintances Is
to bo found. _ I a wan have some jure
gift of genlus or skill which old ac-
quaintances ignore, beeause he wad
nothing remarkable when they knew
bim as a boy, the giftt will eventually
prove itself outside thelr circle, though
perhaps never to them; if he have ad-
vanced himself to a social status which
they are unable to admit as a practical
fnet beeause he was nobody at all when
they kne'v him as o boy, he will hold
his position In the world none the less
securely for thelr tardiness in appre-
clating it. Nor can the demurs of old
acquaintances close the path to suc-
cess, or withhold the foot that 1s on
the way. .

Strong abllily, absolute talent, com-
pel thelr use and achleve thelr own
result. The harm les §a the crippling,
by comparison, of the moral side of
the intélle't to wh'ech the man, beset
by old acjuaintances, condemns him-
self for tleir sake. He knows that
they have a vested interest in him, that
he s r&poaslblc to them for the so-
briety of his views and the gregar-
tousness of his conduct ; that to think
anything they bhad not expected of him
Is to conoy them; and to dlffer with
them In opinion Is to insult them. He
shrinks from dlisturbing the peace of
mind of alt these old ¢olks who have
known lilm so long; he has visions of
squabbles, and admonitions, and back-
bitlngs, of * the old tamjllu,r fuces™
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lowering rotributlvely. o tries tollve
and learn within the bounds prescribed
him, he wishes to see no turther than
his neighbors In any dangerous am‘-é-
tions; he §s afrald of telling or hear-
Ing new things. He may be even Ariven
to a sort of suppressive hypoerigy ; he
muy have to follov out 2pinions he has
discarided, and to indulge tastes he has
forgotten; he may have tn keep hls
deepest convictions in polite abeyance,
0. to slur over the expression with a
foint-hearted lnugh. .

Mcanwhtile the true man 1s decaying
withn him. Having foregone the cou
rage of his convictions, he loses first
the habit and then the power of form-
i.g opinlons for himself. He may never
suspeet the loss’s he will Indeed, 1f ot
a loud-voiced turn of mind, impress him-
self as well as other superficial obsery-
c¢rs with the notion of his being of a
speclally self-reliant judgment ; since no
persons are so positive In their opinions
us those who, having recelved them at
sccond-hand in a crystallized state, are
free from tbe recollection of change and
fiuctuatior: which belong to the mind
that has Lhought them into shape ; and
positiviness caslly mistakes itself for
self-rellance.

He may come to speak, write, tcach,
what his own conclusions, !f he had
followed th.cm up, would have distinet-
1y opposed, to feel a zcalous anger
agalnst those wao hesitate over dog-
mas which have never reached his in-
ner heart, or to display himsel! an un-
flinching pancgyrist of political meas-
urers which his intellect, left to its free-
dom, would hiave condemned, and yeb
not to be aware of a stunted or twisted
conscivnce. Hlis mind Is like one of the
old tashioned clipped boxtrecs, grown
and flourishing In the abnormal shape
into which it has been arranged.
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—His Conscience.~“ Have you po con-
science ? shricked the indignant victimi
“You bet I have,” aunswared the pro=
prictor of the Columbian Fake Iouse.
“ Apl what's more, it’s jist that very
conecience that svould ha’nt me all the
days of my life if I was to let youw -
carry any money out of Chicago; éee'??_
J—Indianapolis. Jourual., .




