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THE FALL FAIR AS A HORTICULTURAL EDUCATOR.

BY P'ROF. Il. L.. 1111U-1, 0. A. C., GULI

HE fall fair lias flot, as a rule, been
looked upon as ane of the branches
of our eduicational system ;but it is,

iievertheless, oiîe of the farmer's schools
wbere valuable information inav be imparted,
and lessons of the most practical kind may
be learrned by mneans of abject lessons.

There bias been much discussion of late
about increasing the educational value of
these fairs by th e employrnent of expert
judges-men who could not only award the
prizes praperly, but could for thie benefit of
those present give good reasons for their de-
cisions. This would certainly be a mnove in
the righit direction, but before any material
improvement in this wvay can be made along
the line af horticultural education; wve believe
it ivili be necessary ta begin. further back,
and revise or rernodel a majority of the priz.e
lists; for, unless the prize ist is -irr.-t-lîged to
bring out a good display of fruit of the right
kinds, the expert judge, no niatter how ex-
pert lie mnav be, wvill bc: seriously handicapped
in bis efforts ta imipart information.

MNy attention was first called ta the great
necessity for inipravenient along this ].ne
last summer, «%vbIen 1 was asked to revise the
horticultural section of the prize list of anc
of our leading c-ounty exhibitions ; and it
struck nie vcry forcibly that if sa niucli re-
vision wvas nlecessary il. the case of anc of
the leading exhibitions, what iiiust it be witb
nianv of the smialler fairs, w'here lcss atten-
tion is given ta the prize Iist ?

Since then 1 bave taken the trouble ta ex-
amine carefully a large nuniber of tic lists
frorm aill parts of the couintry, and 1 can
assure you the greater nuniber ci aur fail
fairs are coming far short of providing Uic

education they miglit froni a borticultural
standpoint.

1 would like, therefore, ta offer a few
sugg)Zestionis as to liow tiiese fairs mnig,-ht be
made of miucb greater value ta the people
of ail parts of the province, by spreadingr
reliable information relative ta fruit g-rowing.

1. Every prize list should be made to en-
courage the production and exhibition of every
class of fruit which May be successfully growvn
and shown in the section. In the most favor-
able fruit sections, miany of Uic lists are
made to include nîast of tic fruit growvt
tiiere, and wvlich are iii seaisan at the tinie
of tic fair, such as apples, pears, grapes,
plu ms, peaches, quinces, etc., but the greater
number of thieni stop short at apples, pears,,
and grapes, and make no mentiaon of any
other kinds of fruit, %vbiatever. Now this is
not because ather kinds of fruit cannot be
grown, for even ini the least favorable fruit
sections of the province plumis oi tlîe Ameni-
can type are quite hardy and can be growxî
to perfection. In sanie case., wbere the
faiirs are lield late in the scasan, it nîay, of
course, be difficult ta keep such fruit in con-
dition till fair timie, bu%- in a good cool cellar
iiîany ofi the latter kinds Inight casily be
kept for sonie time. 1 anm inclined ta bc-
lieve it Nvould be a wise plan ta place %:n tie
lists cvcn the carlier or miore perislhable
fruits, such as strawvberries, raspberries,
gooseberrnies a-.d currants, and allowv these
ti> be shîawn in preservative fluids in ordin-

Z>v geoar, as ta show, the fruits as
ncarly as possible in the natural condition.
Mr. C. C. Caston muade an exhibit of this
kind ai. the Barrie EZair a year agoe, -whlich
attracted great attention, -and which wvas


