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Murdoch, for a sall salary, to teaclh their children. He taught thoar narriagc. Tho saisie ycar sio becaino tho mothor ot twan
thuma Arithmtic, Gramniar, Latin and French. Robert lieaouiaa chuîdrei. Maddcaed hy Joan'a dcsertion, Burns dotermifud ta
to b quiek of approeesion and not afraid to study when knowledgo eave Scotbad. Ho resolvod tu go ta Jainaica and hecorno a siavo-
was the reward. driver. Betoro going, howover, ho decided to have his poe pub-

Wlen Murdoch's tern expired the father himsolf undertuok the liBlied, tu defray thoxpensca ot tho journey. They were.tccordin2ly
education of lais chiidrei, teachii;nt after iworking hours. Tht publishd, nd wero s0 favorably roccived, fint attr ail oxpenses
rcadng of that household ivas wide, varied and unceasiii. The wêre paid ho clearcd abdut £20. 'his succcss entirdy changed lis
books whici Robert mentions as formng part of his reading besides Plans. listent ot gaing ta Jainaica as ho intendcd, ho dofornined
ordinary school books art : Locke, "On the human understanding," ta go ta Edinhurgh and mako the acquaintancoof met oetters of
Shakespeare, Thonson, Milton, Pope and Young. These books thoday. I Tho attentions ho rooived thorc," rayaDugaldStow-
which fed his younag intellect, were devoured only at intervals art, ivould have turned auy bond but Iis own.' Bore ho ivas
snatched fron toil. lia Robert's sixteenth year hi says-"I irst firat introdued ta James, Earl ot Gloncairn, who, er atrwards
comnitted thle .n of Rhyie." Il his caso, as in the case of befrielic ]ains and oa whose denth a fcw yeurs Intor ho eonposed
Sappho, it ivas l cve ti.at taught bia song. He further says, "You anc ot bis nost beautiful and patheti elegies.
kilo%% uur coulais3' cubîu.n uf cuuplaý salait aîd %vumaît as pamaner Thrrugeout a1. le rstaiad tho bane simplicity ot fnanners that
lit the labor Ut Ufac Ilaar' est. A1 boaieuî, sweit, Suiasan Lasic l cad alayâ claractcrized hn. ; lais dresa was plain a d unpretending.

been npz..gicd asiste. :Slo sang sweetly, and to tories ut lier vuico Invitations wrore ow fairly raining on ain. Hi t e hinpay duriug
nias, .)y hcart strings farill liko aa Aealian hrp.' Hcr sairgang tho scason ot fStivties vas courtd byi l wj n h wised ta bu con-
farst gave lsain the tlaought ot %vraLin- àng. The firat sang hoe coin- sidered cither gay or polite. lai tact li w linizeu. a the
poseul, lic dedicatcd te lier, it was cntiflel IIHandsonao Netl." spring t the anu yoar, t th ostensible abject of lais visit was at
Tiaus witl lai hegaa poetry and love. Suo tinto Inter ho wcnt ta tained,-tho second dition oJ aais Eroencs appearo. This valun
chuul rit a dastaaace frrant ]tao ta study zensuration and surryi be. nas publislmed hy subscriptiao for flac sol benefit ot the author,
Ho onadu gond prgre s in bas studis mantal a carmnag yu g girl n tho subcribors avere sa nuierod s tts at li li t coered thirty.
m hu laitc, r..r upsct lias t.rgunAuibmry. st ss it assi had asays, cit pag. Nctir g qual fu tle atronage flint Burns at tat

be tannk e doing iay mare god at sool." taand receved lafd heen sirninc o ut Hioos Iliad. Tie pro-
Tis arresistble ttthgactin tufwards niat. le cails tho adorable ceed ot ths alade ba tip posslsst r of £500. Tais nabled him

ploe ut flac huat spec s o erad dstited t Hxcrt a cunstant a pd during the samie year t h nnke a borde tour, t tho close t which
controling influace apo ris walo ite B yti e, «' y eart li e secad o is eday ick to lais oriens at Ms . Hi lad uoft

Ns ta diaer aad as etrnlly laglnatd by sumo rveddg lasni cmprtivey uakaau ii, but ruturned l thcn iti lis poti-
or e Frein is trie for sovral years lavman g ias gis cal fan establisher, ane tho wlaole counry ringiat g with spris

clazet aniu.zemezat, or r~alaier lais niost sorious business. Towvards Atter spemading a short tine at hionte lae zigain retuned te Bain-
h li cl ea t lais 12zad yenr ho farmt tr.ugat asriaueam et rnarryis, burgh. and in a short iqil set out fr a toar te tho Northern

bat tla objct t lans lor oo d hat rctou hi. affections. To tmer eas Higalands. Thas tour prduced utile potry, of t P ' bat iT di pro-
drcsed IsisIl Matty rtison. Ia 1781 le clnt te rvioae, bt duco as of th beat. In th autups s vo agin find laina i Edi-

tlant thnie flac etr ec the iaxdressing Art. Hxro la cot amand burg The objeyt y bis return a s te obtaiu a sottlecsent tfrwh
asicntd infilu sncigglers ani adveitures witl win tl.e town CroMcyl, t e publisi r, and ohil wasting tinte M erse aitin for lhe

jtwaiscd. Hic some outy tradr wns short. Sl urt trah gh it as, it thrdy publilaer, lie agnk tel now dor evi influences. As as ta b
oras tria". F-mich ail. I v years t lai the descnt t Avrhius expctul , umdethuse circun ta ces, bis second wilter isera passed
train wauicah l amenr therwhrds n lsc actual cose dur t us lite cscapd witiA bs eccnie and more frosty civility thai thu lrst. It muet
a brathe fhic pure iapper a fir. yi confessead lis assocatiaî wh it lou coranions had Nuch ta do

H retobrned l nie t fd nistortuneis dcepcniig rouad the wit Hlans. Besides, to gloss et novlt ety, thb iaspird d pough-
fariilynd bis faiher on lais dcnt."ed. Robrt hein flic eldesf, a duc" wand ora off; and the dutum e agi tid iin din-

that~~~~~ tietecnr ftefa.resn r.Hr omtadbug.Teojc fhsrtrws Ofte otinl asettlmnd frm

noi stood wt ha hmnug ut th tanuily. He gth omere th to netrer ,i opcned se williiiÔly nor uncilosed for biiivitm a fardy courtesy,
fwant imissortuno an law had woft a d too a taoua at aicssgietl. and lie i has scadogn requested te rep int lais visit.

Bre rii laf mu a Insuccesstul. Tte chops e t- to ycars fns Hoed, dsa e ail thois wit a sinkin lacant, nd docidd t resumo the
tnd lacr faltre ce is to ]avo ]ad sanething tu do in drivin b hian plougi. He lft Edatiburg, rturned f Ayrsloro and mared

te ta bnck o m lais oia fin mrnai rsoturces. der ho scends tehave Jin Armour. Be thon tok a oaet of tEllislnd Far," ala
ailakeneci t fathe conviction that is doestiny bas te a peL a"r ettling bor lie wrot bis patron, the Eal et Gincairn, isk-

no taretore set hînsof te work fith gr gat ralutin to fulfil abis i ng ly bia ta cet hi an nppoitdont in the excise. Tais thoe s,
Heresi un ui , granted. This office paid linn £50 a yar, and o retained the p-

The dawning lpe liegan to gnladden bia, tbat ho might one day sitions till bis death. Fortuie again smiled on him at Ellisland.
take bs place anong the Bards tf Scotlanad. He now conceived Ho fund the land fruittul, and the pople intelhgent. Here the
flac &dea uf becmaîg a r.ational poeL Front the autumn of 1784 muse a;an %îsited bia. Ellisland first saw the production Of the
to 3786, the fouaifains of poetry vere unscaled and flowed forth in wvorld.renoiwned pon « Tam O' Shanter" (which was the work of a
a conitmuois strena. That mcst prolific perod sawt not only the snglo day). Bore ho aIso wroto that surprisingly beautiful and
production of ais satincal poem, but also of thoso charactcristic touchng poei "Bighland Mary." Bore also was written bis "Banks
epistles in whicha lao revcals su auch of his own claracter and of ef Doon," and many aler of bis beautiful poeis. For a whilo ho
tlhoso uther dscriptie poesins iihich lie su wunderfully 'clineates seemed te prosper un tle fari, but again fortune deserted bin.
tha habits and customs of the Scotch peasantry. Wo next find hima begiimning town life in Dumfries. Fron the day

About the year 1785 ho forned a lias<nn with J.an Armour, of bis departuro from Ellhsland is dated his downvard carcer. Tho
daughter of a respectable masterann of the village, whon le se. cold neglect of lais country lad dnaven hini backo the plough, and
cretly marraed. The year followinig, lier father's anger comn:ellcd ho hoped to gain from the furrowcd field that independeice which
Jean to give up ber lover, and destroy the document that vouchea lit iras the duty of Scotland tu have providea for bin. But in tiis


