
PREFATORY REMARKS.

proviDcea of the Dominion, nnihas if the Colony of Britisli Columbia biid

been one of tlie Provinces originally united by the said Act.

11. Tlic Government af the Dominion undertake to secure the comm'^nce-

meat, aimultaneoualy, within two years from the date of the Union, of the

construction of c^ railway from the Pacific towards the Rocky Mountains,and

Irom such point as may be selected cast of the Rocky Mountains, tounrds

Hie Pacific, to connect the Seaboard of British Columbia with the ra'lwny

nystem of Canada ; and further, to secure the completion of such railway

witliinten years fiom the date'lifNUnion.

And the Government sf British Columbia agree to convey to the Dominion

Ciovernment, in trust, to be appropriated in such manner as the Dominion

Government may deem advisable in furtherance of the construction of the

paid line of railway, a similar extent public lands along the line of railwrtv

throughout its entire length in British Columbia, not to exceed, however, 20

miles on each side of the said line, as may be appropriated for the same pur-

pose by the Dominion Government from the public lands in the North-West

Territories and the Province of Mai toba. Provided that the quantity of

land which may be held under pre-emption right or by Crown Grant within

the limits of the tract of land in British Columbia to be so conveyed to the

Dominion Government, shall be made good to the Dominion from contiguous

public lands ; and provided further, that until the comraencetrent, within

two years as aforesaid from the date of Union, of the construction of the

paid railway, the Government of British Columbia shall ro*, sell or amel cnate

any further portions of public lands of British Col .nbia in any o'her way
than under right of pre-emption, requiring actual residence of the pre-emptor

on the land claimed by him. In consideration of the land to be so conveyed

in aid of the construction of the said railway, the Dominion Government

ngree to pay to British Columbia, from the date of Union, the sum of $100,-

000 per annum, in half-yearly payments in advance.

12. The Dominion Government shall guarantee the interest for ten years

from the date of the completion of the works, at the rate of five per centum

per annum, on such sum, not exceeding £100,000 sterling, as may be r. quir-

ed for the construclioa of a first class Graving Dock at Esquimalt

13. The charge of the Indians, and the trusteeship and management of the

Lands reserved for their use and benefit shall be assumed by the Dominion

(iovernment, and a policy as liberal as that hiherto pursued by the British

Columbia Government shall be continued by the Dominion Government after

the Union.

To carry out such policy, tracts of land of such extent as it has hitherto

l;een the practice of the British Columbia Government to appropriate for that

purpose, shall from lime to time be conveyed by the Lc^al Government to

the Dominion Governmtt in trust for the use and benefi. of the Indians on

application of the Dominion Government ; and in case of disagreement be-

tween the two Governments respecting the quantity of such tracts of Land to

he so granted, the matter shall be referred for the decision of the Secretary

of State for the Colonies.

15. The Constitution of the Executive Authority and of the Legislature Of

Biitish Columbia shall, subject to the provision of the "British North Am«
erica Act, 18G7," continue as existing at the time oi tiie Union until altered
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