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THE POISONING OF MRS. RONALDSON

A few months prior to my qualifying
I was 9ttending a special course of
lectures on_ toxicology. A college ac-
guaintance of mine, Rogerson, was
also a member of the class, and we
always contrived to sit mext to one
another. In the course of the lecture
one forenoon Rogerson, indicating a
person sitting at the far-away end of
the bench in front, asked if I knew
him. I looked at the person referred
to, and after waiting a moment or
two to get a glance at his face I was
rewarded by him turning round to
look at a chart at the back of the
class to ‘which the lecturer had in-
cidentally referred. 1 studied the
features during the short time they
were turned in my direction, but
could not redollect having seen the
person before, and said so to Roger-
son
“You haven’t?”” he said with some
surprise, “why he
crank on this branch I ever came
contact with. Phaesden is his nume—
I'll introduce you outside, if I get
hold  of him,” and then our sur-
roundings preventing easy conversa-
tion, we gave our attention 1, the
lecturer once more.

On leaving the hall at the close of
the lecture we noticed Phaesden about
a dozen yards in front of us. In a
short time we were alongside :im,
and Rogerson introduced m?. i

Phaesden gave me a steady look for
a moment or two, and then extending
a bony hand, said, ‘Ah, pleased to
make your acquaintance, Mr, Crich-
ton.”

The man was of medium height; ra-
ther slim in build, ‘pale complexion,
and thin, black, rather unkempt Iair.
He was clean shaven, which shewed
up a rather firm lip line, hardly recon-
cilable with an otherwise somewhat
strained and mervous countenance. His
eyes, too, denoted the enthusiast in
some direction.

We strolled along to a neighboring
restaurant to have some lunch to-
gether, before going up to another
lecture in the afternoon. During the
meal Phaesden talked incessantly. His
whole mind seemed to be centred on
the discovery of new or the modifica-
tion of old poisons, and he showed
an intimate knowledge of many pow-
erful drugs, which the profession at
that time were rather chary of using.
He was also possessed of some very
fixed notions regarding the cficcts of
certain drugs on different {cmpera-
ments. .

‘“‘He’s a peculiar soul,” said Roger-
son, whan Phaesden left us. “It is my
opiniog: that he will kill himseif with
overstudy. He is not a healthy en-
thusiast—he’s an out and ont fanatic
on the subject.”

And I felt I had to agree with him.

“You know,”” he pursued, “not/ so
very long ago in the laboratory they
had to use the pump, and I under-
stand they had no little difficulty in
pulling him round. In order to experi-

. ence the effects of a certain drug he

was working with, he took, in error,

presumably, an overdose, and when
tney did eventually bring him round
old Kerr, the demonstrator, had to
talk pretty sharply to him. If he gets
experimenting on other people in the
same way when he qualifies—well, 1'm
afraid the death-rate will go up.”

In due course I took my degree, and
shortly after obtained an appointment
in Cheshire. One winter during my
residence there I received an invita-
tion to a ball that was being held.
This was instituted primarily in aid
sf a neighboring charity in which 1
had a certain amount of interest, and
I was pleased to find that my duties
permitted me to be present that even-
ing. I arrived to find many of the
guests already assembled, and to all
appearances the function promised to
be-a marked success, both financially
and socially. Most of the surrounding
families were present, and among the
better known to me of these I ob-
served early in the evening a Mr. and
Mrs, Ronaldson. Both were in the best
of spirits, and being on the charity
committee were, like myself, highly
pleased at the large attendance, which
must have numbered close on two
hundred.

Later in the program I had the
pleasure of a waltz with Mrs. Ronald-
son, and she was evidently enjoying
the evening. As we sat conversing at
the close of the item we were joined
by her husband. All at once, after a
short pause, he said abruptly, ‘“Well,
the evening so far has proved itself an
undoubted success, but I have an un-
comfortable feeling that something is
going to happen.”

I was rather surprised at the re-
mark, as the speaker was not by any
means of a morbid mature, and I
mentally put it down to a temporar-
ily disordered liver.

“Oh, Harry, how can you?”’ said
Mr:. ‘Ronaldson, - with a pleasant
laugh. “If you feel in a melancholy
mood yourself there is no reason why
you should infect others.”

The orchestra struch up the intro:
duction to the next item, and Mrs,
Ronaldson’s  partner approached to
claim her, while Ronaldson and I
went off on a similar quest. 5 we
separated.

About twelve o’clock, as the dancers
were gliding dreamily through one of
the best waltzes of the evening, there
was a sudden interruption. Some un
pleasant mnews h: evidently got
abroad judging by the looks of en-
quiry with which the guests turned to
one another. The next moment: some-
one hurried up to me, and grasping
my arms exclaimed:

' “Your services are required, doctor.
Mr. Ronaldson has been taken sudden-
Iy ill,”

I followed the speaker quickly across_

the polished floor to the small ante-
room, and on entering I found a
crowd of guests gathered round a
couch on which lay the prostrate

body of Mrs. Romaldson. By her nida
knelt her husband, and as I saw him
I recalled the remark he had made
earlier in the evening.

It was not long before I found to
my unplesasant surprise that Mrs.
Ronaldson had been poisoned, and 1
was every moment becoming convinced
that the poison from the effects of
which she was suffering was strych-
nine. Whether self-administered or
otherwise I could not then say. I des-
patched one of: the gentlemen to rouse
the nearest chemist and get a few ar-
ticles mecessary for the treatment of
the case, and then I rquues ed the
numerous guests who had collected in
the room to retire and leave me with
the patient, who was becoming worse
every moment.

Just as the last person was leaving
the room I was aware of someone en-
tering hurriedly, and on looking round
beheld with no little astonishment,
Phaegden. He wore evening dress, and
was evidently a guest, like myself, al-
though I had not discovered his pres-
ence until that moment.

“Can I be of any assistance?”’ he
enquired.

The stress of the case prevented me
from doing more than merely remark-
ing the surprise I felt at seeing him
so unexpectedly, and by this time he
was quick to note.the symptoms of the
patient. In a moment or two he
looked up.

“Strychnine?”’ he queried.

I nodded.

“Yes, undoubtedly,” = he said, in
decided tone.

The convulgions were becoming more
and more severe after each interval
of relapse, the hands were clenched,
and the contraction of the facial
muscles, together with the lividity of
countenance and staring eyes, made
altogether a ve painful sight to
witness, especially for anyone outside
the profession. Therefore I prevailed
upon Mr. Ronaldson to leave the
room, assuring him that everything
our knowledge and exertions could ac-
complish would be done to save his
wife, although even as I spoke I had
grave doubts as to this possibility.
In a commendably short space of time
the chemist arrived, and we at once
put the patient under (-hlurugurm, and
then commenced to fight with death in
earnest. Phaesdon worked with a
cold, unnatural enthusiasm; once or
twice I observed his hand shake, but
beyond that his nerves seemed under
perfect control. Everything our com-
bined intellects could suggest was
tried, but without success, and about
hali-past one the patient slipped from
our hands. When Phaesdon recogmized
this he looked first at the lifeless fea-
turcs and then at me in a way I did
not understand, and running his fin-
gers through his hair gave vent to a
muttered something, which, at the
time, T took to be nothing more than
the disappointment of losing the pa-
tient.

I noticed that Mrs. Roneldson’s
program still hung from her wrist, so
I removed it and placed it in my coat
pocket. What prompted me to do so
I cannot tell. 1]

In the privacy of my own room in
the early morning as I was retiring
to bed for a few hours’ rest, I thought
over the tragic event of the evening,
and wondered what could possibly have
prompted Mrs. Ronaldson to take her
own life, for this was the general opin-
ion regarding the matter. I could not
understand she was so light-
hearted when I had spoken to her less
than an hour previous to the sad oc-
currence. Just then I recalled the re-
mark made by Rogerson that after-
noon we had been in Phaesdon’s com-
pany, namely, “If he gets experiment-
ing on other people in the same way
when he qualifies—well, I'm afraid the
death-rate will go up. yuld Phaesdon
hgve poisoned Mrs. Ronaldson?
possibility stagcered me, for instinc-
tively I felt T had discovered an un-
pleasant truth. Tired out, yet endeav-
oring to think clearly what action I
should take in the circumstances, I
fell asleep. :

About five o’clock I was awakened
by the night-bell ringing, and on put-
ting my ear to the tube a voice call-
ed, “Please come immediately, sir,
oneof Mr. Mason’s guests has been
taken very ill—he seems to have lost
his reason, sir.”

I hurriedly dressed, and on going
downstairs found a coachman waiting
me with a gig. After a short drive in
the frosty early morning air, I found
myself at the residence of Mr. Mason,
with whom I was slightly acquainted.
On being shown into a room upstairs
I saw the figure of a man, half-dress-
ed, lying across the bed. As I entered
he rose suddenly to his feet and faced
me. :
It 'was Phaesden! The man’s reason
was gone; he was a raviag maniac!

He glared, at me with a fiendish look
for ' moment, and then cried out:

“My God, ~ go awdy. She is dead,
isn’'t she? I don’t care. I saw the
symptoms, they were unquestionable.
Strychnine? No, it wasn’t strychnine—
it was—it was—oh, I'm not going to
tell you what it was. Go, do you hear.”
and , with that he sank in a huddled’
‘heap on the floor. We had him at
once conveyed to the asylum, where
two years later death relieved him.
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Later in the day I looked at the{
programme I had removed from Mrs. !
Ronaldson’s wrist, and on it I found
Phaesdon’s initials scribbled opposite
a dance, about four previous to the
one in which the poor lady was taken
ill. Therefore I felt justified in con-
cluding that he must have taken this |
opportunity of obtaining some refresh-
ment and poisoning it before present- !
ing it to her. Evidently he found in
her a temperament which he consider-
ed suitable on  which to experiment
with the secret drug he had used with
such disastrous results, and could not
resist the temptation.
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Another Case in Point

Canada has-no very great criminal
population, but it is large enough
and it is growing, and British judges
who seek to keep down the prison
population of the Old Country by
suggesting the emigration of prisoners*
to Canada might well be made the
subject of representations to the Brit-
ish government from Ottawa. The
London Canadian Gazette cites what
it defcribes as ‘“‘another case of und
sirable emigration to Canada unde
the auspices of a British  judge,”
quoting the following from the Daily
Mail of February

“Central  Criminal Court, before
Judge Rentoul, K. C.—William Freder-
ick Jomes, alias De Vere, aged twenty,
and George Wilson, twenty-five, were
indicted for obtaining jewelry by false
pretences. Messages were received by
telephone by Messrs. Blankensee, of
Ely Place and Wolverhampton;
Messrs. Baldock & .Co., of Holborn
Viaduct; and other wholesale jewellers.
They purported to come from Messrs.
Vander and Hedges, of Bond street,
and asked that certain articles be
sent on. In a number of cases the
swindle was successful, but eventually
Messrs. Blankensee sent to Messrs.
Vander and Hodges for a confirma-
tory message, ana discovered that the
telephone messages were frauds.

“Jones’ mother, with tears in her
eyes, appealed to the judge on behalf
of her son, saying, pathetically, “I do
want to save him. Give him another
chance.’

*On the understanding that the
young man went to Canada, the
judge bound himn over to come up for
judgment if ealled upon.”

“Judge Rentoul,” the Canadian Ga-
zette says, “had no right to be an as-
senting party to any arrangement of |
the kind. Canada resents being made
the recipient of tainted immigration,
and should be supported in this re-
sentment by English judges nd
magistrates.” .

It is  well to temper justice with
mercy. Judge Rentoul’s willingness to
hear the mother’s plea and give her
son another chance may have been
commendable enough. But the man
with an alias, convicted in England,
should be given another chance in
England, not in Canada. One criminal
more or less, here or there, may make
little difference. The instance referred |
to, however, is by no means solitary.
Other judges have complacently as-
surged, and acted upon their assump- |
ton, that Canada must take any :
criminal or weakling who, in their
wisdom is not good enough for Eng-
land but may do very ‘well for “the
Colonies.” 1t is about time the British
government requested such judges to
affect the virtue of discriminating
common se if they have it not.
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Janadian Inquiry intoLife Companies

Ottawa, Mar. 1.—The minister of
finance, who is still confimed to his
house as a consequence of his recent
accident, has made an important an-
nouncement on the subject of life in-
surance. Mr. Fielding stated that the
officials of his department have been
following closely the inquiries that
have been going om in the United
States into the operations of Ameri-
can companies which have just been
brought to a conclusion, with the ob-
ject of profiting by the experience of !
the States in amendments which it is
proposed to make to the insuramce
act of Canada. The inspection of the
Canadian companies during the cur-
rent year by the superintendent of
insurance and his officials has been a
very rigid ome.

The information thus made available
might be sufficient to enable the min-
istar to prepare the necessary insur-
ance legislation for the coming ses-
sion. Nevertheless, he is of the opinion
that in view of the widespread interest
inthe subject, it is desirable that be-
fore legislation is submitted to par-
liament there should bk a more general
investigation which should be of an
open and public character, so that
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opportunity may be afforded for an
inquiry into any matters’ in which
policy-holders may be interested.

It is not to be assumed that there
are any irregularities in 'commection
with imsurance in Canada, but it is
thought that in  view of the unrest
naturally created by investigations in
the States the public would like 1o be
assured that the insuramce system of
the Dominion is sound and that if
there are any defects they may be
promptly remedied by legislation. The
minister believes that such ‘an investi-
gation may be made by a commission
of competent gentlemen. Gentlemen
have been chosen to be named as
commissioners, but as their appoint-
ments have not at this moment been
officially made Mr. Fielding declined
few days, however, the commission
to make known their names. Within &
will be issued and®*tif inquiry will be-
gin.

It is expected that the inquiry will
be completed before the session of
parliament is far advanced and that
parliament will thus be placed in a
good position before the close of the
coming session to enact whatever
legislation may be deemed' necessary
for the protection "oi the public in-
terests.

DON'T THROW MONEY AWAY

The Chatham Incubator and
Brooder has created a New Era
in Poultry Raising.

The setting Hen as a Hatcher
has been proven a Commercial
Failare.

THE SETTING HN—Her Saslures The Chatham Incubator and

have discouraged many a poullyy raiser.

You can make money
raising chicks in the right
way—lots of it.

No one doubts that there is money in raising
chickens with a good Incubator and Brooder.
Users of the Chatham Incubator and Ber
have ail nade money. If you still cling to
old idea that you can successfully runa poul
business using the hen as a hatcher, we wo!
like to reason with you.
in the first place, we can provo to you that
your actus al cash loss in eggs, which the 20 hens
lay during the time you keop bhom
iing and brooding, will be emough to
Chatham Incubator and Br er in vo
x hatches, to say nothing whnuver of the
er and better re~ulu-1 attained by t.he use

rou allow a hen to set, you lm nt least
weeks of laying (three weeks hatol
e weeks taking care of the chickens), or
say in the eight weeks she would lay at least
three dozen eggs. Let the Chatham Incubator
on the hutchmg, while the hen goes on laying
egs.

Our No. 3 Incubator will hatch as many eggs
as twenty setting hens, and do it better. Now,
bere is a question in arithmetic :—

If you keep 20 hens from laying
for 8 wecks, how much cash do
you lose it each hen would hnvo
aid 3 dozen eggs, and eggs
worth 15 cents per dozen§ m-nom

Therefore, when the Chatham Incubator is
hatching the number of eggs that twanty hens
would hatch, it is really earning in cash for you
$9.00, besides producing for your profit c icks
by the wholesale, and being y to do the
;umra thing over again the moment each hatel
8 of

Don't you think, therefgre, that it g‘-y- to
kte)) the hens laf]mg cnd let the Chatham
Incabator do the hatch

JThere are many ot her reasons why the
atham Incubator and Brooder outclasses
the sétting hen.

The hen sets when she is ready. The Chat-
ham Incubator is always ready. By planning
to take off a hatch at the right time, you may
have plenty of broilers to seil when broilers

rce and prices at the toi noteh. If yon
depend on the hen, your chicks will fro
broilers just when every other hen's chicks are
bm,'f“‘ marketed, and when the price is not so

en isa careless mother, often leading her

k in p!

sre rats can confiscate her young.

e Chatham Brooder behaves itself, is a
perfect mother and \er{ rarely loses a chi
and is not infested with li

Altogether, there is absolutely no reasonable
reason for continuing the use of a hen as a
ha and every reason why you should

tham Incubator and Brooder.
making a very special offer, which
it.wi 111 p 1Y you to investigate.

Small Premises Sufficient
For Poultry Raising.

if you have lots of room, so much

but many a man and woman are

asuccessful and profitable poultty

in a 8 city or town lot. nyone

with a !alr sized stable or shed and a small
yard can raise poultry profitably.

But tb make money quickly, you must get
away from the old idea of yinibo do business
with sefting hens as hatchers. You must get a
Chatham Incubator and Brooder.

To enable everybody to get a falr start in the
Tié.’ht way in the poultry business, we make

ery special offer which it is worth your
whxle to hn estigate.

Brooder has always proved a
Money Maker.

A Light, Pleasant and Profit-
able Business for Women

Many women are to-day making an lnde:
pendent living and put,nnc by money every
mm raising poultry with a Chatham Incu-

.
Any woman with a little leisure time at her
can, without any previous experience
or without a cent of cash, begin the poultry
business and make money right from t.he start.

Perhaps you have a friend who is doing so.
If‘l;o:,d w:ﬂ o&u g'lvehyou hu‘:: mm es of mn wh

much misgiving
prised by the ease and rapidity wlng whioh t.he
pmﬂu came to them.

success depends on getting a

rizht. :tart. ei’ou must begin right. You can
never make any considerable money as a
poultry raiser th hens as hatchers. You
must have a good Incubator and Brooder, but
th!i’? geans hi: the ordinary WAWVuhnent
W perhaps m
Just m')w, and {gll is juat. whm our special
offer comes in.

If you are in earnest, we will set you up in
the poultry business without a cent of cash
down. If we were not sure that the Chnthn.m
Incubator and Brooder is the best and t!
with it nnd A reuonsble amount of effort on

your ure to make money, we
wnul not mnk t.he -pocm offer below.

WE WILL SHIP NOW
TO YOUR STATION
FREIGHT PREPAID

A CHATHAM
INCUBATOR
and BROODER

You Pay us no Cash

No. 3—240 Eggs

THE CHA THAM INCUBATOR—Iis
success has encouraged many to make
more money than they ever thought

possible out of chicks.

i‘]very Farmer Should
Raise Poultry

Almost every farmer “keeps hens,” but,while
he knows that there is a certain amount of profit
in the business, even when letting it take care
of itself, few farmers are aware of how mueh
they are losing every year by not getting into
the poultry business in such a way as to make
real money out of it.

The setting han asa ha.mher will never be a
commercial s busipess is to lay
eggs and sha ahould be k t at it. The only
ws to raise chicks for profit is:to
‘z nstalling a Chatham Incubatora

ith such a machine %ou can begin hatching
on a’large scale at any time.

You can only i‘et one crop off your flelds in
a year, but with a Chatham Incubator and
Brooder and ordinuy ntwruon l{an can raise
chickens from early 8] lnmr and
have a crop every mon hink

Quite a few farmers have dlsconred thas
there is money in the Foultry business and hive
found this branch of so profitable that
they have installed several Chnt.luun Incuba-
tors andBrooders after trying the fi

you think that it mquim a groat

eal of time or a t deal of technicil kunow-
to rsise chickens with a Chatham Incu-
bnmr d Brooder. If o, you are greatly mis.
taken. Youx- vufa or daughter can atterd to
the machine and look after the chickens with-
gut“ interfering with their regular household

The market is always good and prices are
never low. The demand is always in exuu of
the supply and at certain times of the year you
can mctlcauy t any prioe you care to ask for

broilers.” With a Chatham Incubator snd
rooder g u can start hatching at the ri
time to bring the chickens to marketable
broilers when the supply is very low and the
griees accordingly high. This you could never
0 with hens as hnwhem

‘We know that there is money in the um-y
business for évery farmer who will go about it
right. .All you have to do is to get a Chatham
{lncubamr and Btm smtrt it. ‘}‘}ﬂ\, pela

apS you are not pre Just_now to spen
the ms;mey This is why we mko the special

*** IS THIS FAIR ?

‘We know there is muney in raising chickens,

We know the Chatham lnct,baml and
Brooder has no equal.

We know that with any reasonable effort on
your part, you cannot but make money out of
the Chatham Incubator and

. Brgoder,
Till After 1906 Harvest | , e Beiiuiiet St o SRA% ome e

cheerfully and promptly, and’ y
mel mone; S;vu nl::mm‘;anx by letters ex-

pressing satisfaction.

Therefore, we have no hesltatim in makln‘
or woman who may wluh to,

“ ition to hon
Gentlemen,—Your No. 1 Incubater is all this proposition to every ad ’Lhe!tynu‘ i
ﬂr& an

rixm. am perfectly satisfled with it, wm profits with & 11 expendil

one from you next "
o e gy A et e, B
“Gentlemen,—I thi moubator ai

realfy meané that we Will yinrupm
[ can make

Brooder is all ﬂehL I l'ﬂ’- cent. ont °$ the start, wit uklng tor
h“‘&“’ “ﬂ" ville, Ont. :1 :i,l]:;{bl-’zgnt from you until aftér 1806

Gentlemen.——! hnd never seéen an incubator
til I received yours. I was pleased and sur-

to get 80 cent., nnd the chickens address,
pri.ud Pong and e d well as our beautifully

are all @ g 'and healthy. Jfg. clI;l‘le g
coesstully. 'y

wvrvle kngw ot a ra.lrar aﬂar. we
nnd we wﬂl send ou m
to make. monoy out ot chlcb.

tpCha

We can cu{:p]v you quickly from our d!stﬂhuunx warehouses tt Calgary, Brl.ﬁdon. Regina, Wlnnlpez, New Wemnimm. BC, Montren.l.

Halifax, Chat

am. Factories at CHATHAM, ONT., and DETROIT, MICH.
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