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POLICING THE

By W. G. Fitzgerald in The Outlook, New York
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Take the public servigces of both Am-
mericas by and large, from Hudson’s
Bay to Patagonia, and I doubt whether
you will match the record of the fam-
ous Canadian Northwest Mounted
Police. How. a handful of three hun-
dred law officers, adventurous, fear-
less, and luminously honest, keep en-
tire order in an Arctic wilderness five
times as large as .Great Britain—here,
surely, is a story worth telling.

And it makes reading quite as good
as its promise. For here is a “pre-
¢inct” covering 197,000 square miles of
gilent waste, icy yet goldep, neopl_ed
mainly by Indians and Eskimos, with
a few thousand whites, who are apt
to think that no law goes so near ag
this to the North Pole. But the wild-
est of them knows different now.
“Get the man’—the classic motto qf
the Northwest Mounted Police, is
known and felt from the ocean to the
innermost recesses of the wilderness,

A ‘thousand miles on  the ‘ice,
“mushing” by dog team and komatik,
through unexplored haunts of bear and
wolf, is a common marching order for
these splendid ploneers. It does one
good to read the record of their work.

at the facts, for the NNW.M.P. have a
goed, healthy .scorn of boast and ad#
vertisement.

You will meet them- first as you en-
ter Canadian territory by the famous
White Pass, where Old Glory flidats
side by side with the clustered crosseg
of the Dominion. Soon the* four
snorting engines come to a standstill,
and a quiet gentlemanly officer enters
the car to examine baggage. You will
find thereafter. that.you can no maore
escape your own shadow.than one of

these “Guardians of the North” wher- .

ever you go in this seemingly limit-
less Yukon territory. g
,At Tagish, on the lonely Six Mile,
you come upon a cluster of "tumbié-
down log shanties, Push on further
down thc mighty Yukon and every
twenty: miles or so you can see the
Union Jack floating from a log hut
that shelters a police detachment.
There was.a time. and that not Ilong
ago; when these now desolate stationg
throbbed. with. life and energy, and
the ‘golden Yukon was a great highway
of traffic. “Then, as now, these officers
were true: Samaritans in the wilder-
ress.  Their willing hands uplifted
wayfarers: fainting on the road. The
numbed and the sick and the dying
Were .cared for; and at the same time
strong, active feet were held in ledash
to track a miscreant to swift justice,
It will never bée known hc¢w many
lives were saved, how many of ths
lawless held in check, by the  officers
In those feverish -times.

Today the Northwest Mounted  Po-
lice have two great. centres, one . at
DPawson, the . other at White Horse:

even thousands of
And much digging is required to get !

And, wonderful to:say, just as tele-
phone or telegraph operator feels the
beat of a crowded city’s pulse miles
away, so does' the -commanding officer
at these headquarters know everything
that goes on even in the remotest re-
gion of his stupendous precinct,

For over a thousand. miles the un-
obtrusive telegraph line ryns beside
the. mighty floed, and patrol systems
on the varfous creeks and trails as-
sist in preserving order. It is a fact
that on the great road between Daw-
son and White Horse, more than three
hundred and twenty miles, the travel-
ler today is positively sefer than if he
were driving along a country road in
eastern Canada or any settled part of
Alaska.

No man starts down the great Yu-
kon in a small boat without number-
ing and registering Rhis craft, - as wel
as his own name and business. There
‘are justice and-redress for every one,
nuo “mbtter how remote his : location.
Let a humble miner's ‘cache’ be stolen
end forthwith a dillgent scarch that
may cover five hurdred miles will he
made’ for it, and after that summeary
vengeance will surely. fall upon the
thief. As I shall show, ‘no expense is
spared; and scmetimes: hundreds ov
dollars wl;l be
spent in a case—only to find thatj the
thieves were bears, after all!

Let serious accident befalla man in
some lonely camp, and no city hospital
could be more urgent and self-sacri-
ficing in hurrying relief than those
Mounted Police.” Many a stirring tale
might be told of how the sick ' and
wounded, whites and Indians’ alike,
. have been brought into hospital over
rainful and dangerous trails, through
icy mountain passes and menacing
;torrents; 2

Quite receptly news. came to head-
quarters at Whijte Horse that a Rus-
cian Jew woodchopper living in a
Icnely section had acidentally been
killed. " At five minutes’ notice one of
the surgeons ~and a constable were
dropping down 'the Triver in a 1little
canoe, They covered one hundred and
seventy miles of dangerous water,
made a cunscientious investigation of
the entire ‘case, and buried the dead
man. That the trip was made at a
season whén the great'river was liable
tc freeze at any time and leave the
men stranded wasg a detail not to be
considered. f

Duty comes first with this magnifi-
cent force, and that without any pose
or pretense, But before 1 pass to the
marvels of their purely police duties,
let- me say something of their miscel-
laneous work. For this is various in-
deed. They are expected tn enforce
the export tax of two and one half per
cent. on gold dust,. As the train starts
from White Horse to Skagway, cour:
teous, keen-eyed officers board the car
and are not.to be denied, no matter
how 'ingenious the smuggler. And the

' picturesque fallows. 2
iuniform is a cowboy hat, bright red
'shirt, and blue trousers, with broad
| vellow stripes running dswn and dis-
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same gystem is carried out on boats
leaving Dawson for the Lower Yukon.
Last season the value of the gold dust
on which this export tax was paid
amounted to $9,932,474.

The carrying of the mails, too, to
many of the remote mining creeks
falls to the lot of the police; and were
it not for this service, thousands of
white men scattered over this vastand
forbidding country in mining and log-
ging campg would be altogether shut
off from the outside world for the
greater part of the year. '

This brings me to the interesting
correspondence received by the police
at bot beadquarters, Every year
hundreds, if not thousands, of letters:
come from many parts of the world
inquiring  for missing relatives and
friends, vaguely believed to have gone
to Klondike. The superintendent at
Dawson reports that out of two hun-
dred and fifty-four inquiries made for
missing persons ‘his staff “supplied
valuable detailed information in one
hundred and three cases. Thus it
would . really seem as if this handful
of men were more in touch with events

iin this vast wilderness than the police

of an ordihary city.

The Indianis are also looked after,
and clothes and rations issued tothem
by the Northwest Mounted Police, wh
appear to be ubiquitous, It is little
wonder that the needy -and suffefing,
the sick at heart and the failures, as
wellas the lawless, should know these
Their  summer

appeaving into high-laced Esots.

How the men in the remotest posts
contrive to divert themselves in such
a -wilderness ‘js .a marvel... Books and
magazines, however; are regularly cir-
culated in all districts; and the officers
are-all expert in tobogganing, skating
and curling. ‘There are tw) peniten-
tiari one at Dawson and the other
at ite Horse; -and last year some-
thing like a dozen convicts and a hun-
dred common jail prisoners were sen-
tenced Lo terms of imprisonment in
these places, It will be seen: at 7nce
that these- proportions are ahsurdly
Small,” considering not only the vast
size of the Territory, but also its pop-
ulption, 5 . f

The " commissioned officers ~ of the
force act ‘as judges, making monthily
tours to hold couris at remots sta-
tios. Just think of a justice of the
peace having. to. ‘mush’ with a dog
team sixty miles a day with the ther-
mometer 70 degrees below zer»! . The
government insists, however, that no
man shall ‘mush’ alone in the depth of
winter; neglect of this precaution has
caused many a good man to leave his
bones in the wilderness.

And. that police juage -will hold .in-
formal court at some:: desolate spot,
parhaps three ‘hundred imtles from his

i =

starting-point. In .case of murder or
sudden death he will hold an inquest,
Oor an inquiry into some serious acci-
dent. He and his. colleagues, too, col-
lect revenue from the lumber camps,
act as, sanitary officers, -take the cen-
Sus, suppress smuggling,  assist the
telegraph’ repairers, and accempany
the doctors during any epidemic among
Iréians or Eskimos,
and mueh more the Nofthwest Mount-
ed Police do, and do well, without ad-
vertigement er any other .iftiucement
save tMat of bare sense.af duty. And
their thoroughness is such- that their
very name-inspires respect in a wil-
derness ' of two thousand miles.

It is little more than ten years since
Inspector Constantine .and Sergeant
Brown.were Sent frem Regina to in-
vestigate the smuggling and gold-
snatching on the creeks of Forty Mile
River.. Here they:built - a fort and
were swallowed upi No news of them
reached the ‘outside,’ as the larger
world . is called on:the Yukon. Cer-
tainly the Arctic 'winter is a pretty
effective barrier. -Then came the first
digcovery of gold in- Boranza :Creek,
and:the wild rush to the Klondike, that
called -imperatively for - police - rein-
forcements. 1

And so gradually:these officers drove
a line of posts through that vast re-
glon, and arranged ! patrols—widely
scattered, it is true; separated by wild
¢xpanses of wind-swept snow and
mighty ice-choked. rivers. But there
was dlways the patiemt dog team for
these immense journeys, and in sum-
“mer. the canoe, . or :perhaps a horse,
[almost as knowing as his rider.

And where in all Arctic America will
you find ‘mushers,’ ‘paddlers,or rough
riders . like the Northwest
Police? Men of many parts, who may
today be, officially registering a mar-
riage or. a death’out: -in': the lonely
wastes, and tomorrdw: starting to hunt
down a murdergr,, warn rebellious In-
dians; or visit & sick; miner fallen by
the way five hundred miles from any-
where.

Two men, horses and guns; two
men, dog team and guns; two men,
canoe and guns, -Such are the units
of this unique police force.- To them
distance is literally no object. To se-
cure one witnessi''in the strange
O'Brien murder trial, Sergeant Frank
Smith and Troopér Seeley travelled
four hundred. miles by dog team and
thirtéen hundred by canve! Altogether
that case cost theSe pioneers $225,000.

The great- point aimed at is to in-
stall into the lawless the fact that life
and property shall be respected in this
far-stretching wilderness just as in
any great city on ‘the American con-
tinent; and, mor&over, that the offen-
der shall' be secured and brought to
justice at any gost.whatever.

But Sergeant Smith’s quest deserves
more than mere passing mention. Two
désperate” bandits, O’Brien and Graves,

llay in wait for and slew in cold blood

All these things |

Mounted |

a gcouple of miners, Fred Clayson and
L. Relfe; these had made their pile
and were. bound for the distant ‘out-
side.” With them was Lineman Ole-
son, of the Telegraph service, and he
too was slaughtered in the silent waste
where ' the bandits never dreamed of a
Nemesis.

Yet O’Brien was caught and hanged.
i He ‘had -evidently murdered his accom-
1 plice Graves, and cast his body under
,the eternal ice of the Yukon, that he
‘might not claim his share of the
 bloody gold.
| Now a witness whose testimony was
{vital in the case had to be sought
'somewhere throughout the length and
breadth of the Territory. And off
went Smith and Seeley from Forty
'Mile one April day. The .trail lay
along ‘river ice, which at that time of
the year was soft and cut up.

: ~They reached Circle City, and from
here Smith went on alone. Some
twenty-five miles beyond his dogs fell
!through one. of the open places in: the
.trail; and in the smash-up the lonely
man ‘was thrown from the sled and his
right leg severely injured< The limb
| swelled 'to twice its mnormal size, "yet
Sniith,: mindful of the motto of the
Force, ‘mushed’ on: to Fort "Yukon,
|where .an amateur doctor found his
leg black and blue from knee to toe.

| Nothing could stop the man, how-
ever. On he went for fifty miles to
|the mouth of the Chandler Creek,
over a melting-trail in warm weather,
*with the dogs breaking - through the
ice from time to time. Returning to
Fort Yukon, Smith waited for the
giant floes to break up, and soon he
;was joined once more by Seeley.

The two men started down the giant
stream in a twenty-foot canoe, car-
rying a tent, a little stove, a mast
with a leg-of-mutton sail, and a slen-
der outfit of -provisions.-. All the rway
|down they were pioneered by gigantic
!masses of floating ice. Sailing when
I'there was a fair wind, watching the
| grinding drifts day and night, pulling
with the current when the wind was
against them, the two men pushed
doggedly on. .

Remember, they’ soon entered a part
of the Yukon where the vast river is
ten miles wide. Strong head-winds,
with heavy seéas and roaring icé-
masses, made their position 'a terror
by day and night. Yet they never
abandoned their frail craft. It was
past June ere they reached the river’'s
mouth and started for St.. Michael’s,
another ninety miles off.

The bay was full of towering floes,
so that the canoe had frequently to be
dragged with harness. . Often the two
officers would go down through a soft
spot,. up to the neck in the icy water.
For many days they had nothing to
drink but tea. made from the brack-
ish water of-Behring Sea; .and con-
stant watch had.to be kept lest an

now planned to go up the Yukon to
I
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off-shore breeze haul them
the ocean.

On reaching St. Michael's they had
accomplished ‘a journey of seventeen
hundred miles! And - every human
habitation along thar route had been
visited, for they were trailing their
man all the way. At St. Michael’s it
was found that the fugitives had gone
to Nome and taken steamer thence
for Seattle. Thither followed the in-
defatigable Smith in search of his
witness—only to find there telegrams
telling that the murderer O’'Brien had,
after all, been. convicted without the
long-sought testimony.

This is but & sample of these men’'s
work, Another was the trip to Fort
McPherson and back--a thousand
miles of awful country in midwinter.
It was necessary to maintain com-
munication wiht that desolate spot,
Herschel Island, where the police keep
a -station in latitude 70 degrees north,
to prevent whalers from selling liquor
to the Indians.

There was not so much as a track,
Force, Constables Mapley, Dever, and
Rowley, were selected for the jour-
ney, and they started out on Christmas
Day with a couple of Indian scouts,
each of whom took a team of five
dogs, as also did each of the officers.
You may be sure those dogs were
carefully chosen, powerful and sagac-
ious ‘huskies’ of: Porcupine Creek,
Each dog weighed from ninety-six to
one hundred and fifteen pounds.

There was not so much as a track,
so each man wore snow-shoes, while
the dog teams were hitched to tobag-
gans instead of sleds. It was a run
across ‘the top of the world. Chute,
chute, chute, then-up a mile of moun-
tain standing on end!” That is how
one of the men described it.

In glissading down i¢y precipices the
dogs would nharnessed, the best
route down ' pi out by experienced
eyes, and thel * taboggans, with
their precious bf food, commit-
ted to the tre ous slope. The way
lay across an un3Xplored wilderness,
yet the most serious accident "was that
one of ‘the best dogs broke its leg
and had to be shot.

The men were thjrty-eight days in
making the fort, and only twenty-five
in coming back to Dawson, for they
found a remarkably short cut at Seela
Pass.

One might think that with lawless
men here and there in. so tremendousa
wilderness it would be next to impos-
sible to detect and punish crime. Yet
the records of the Yukon show just
the contrary. Take the notorious
triple ‘murder of June, 1902, commit-
ted bythe French Canadians, Victor
Fournier and Edouard La Belle. The
former was a well known desperado;
La Belle had been a decent citizen un-
til he met Fournier. Both had gambled
away such gold as they had won, and

out into;

White Horse and there lie in
rich passengers whom the:
murder on the way down
Dawson,

Their victims were three f
own countrymsan, who readily
to the price for the down-river
While in camp near the mouth .
Stewart river, however, La
liberately killed two of the
ates with his rifle, and Fo
the third. Not until two ;
did the river give up the bodie« .
victims. The police set t,
characteristic vigor; for, -
shown, they keep track of all
lers along the Yukon.

Fqurnier was located in
but La Belle. was apparently
the ‘outside.” - Then began a 1,
such as the police of the
love best. La Belle had tine
thousands of miles away, ,
tive W. H. Welsh, of the
vice of the Force, took ch
case, and said simply he
the man.’

From Dawson he went
armed with the necssary
papers, making inquiries all «
way. How two Edouard
turned up to confuse the
a pretty long story. Welsh,
was joined by P. A. Rook,

Horse, who had known th
Belle; and the two now b
amazingly thorough search
logging camp tributary to Pug.:
La Belle, it should be explain
worked on the Yukon as a
per.

The man was trailed unerr
Seattle to Butte, Montana.
led them next to Spokane, \
ton, and thence to Rossland,
Columbia; back again th
ward among the constructic
working on the Southern Paci
road. We. next find Welsh
at Ogden, Utah, and on the
California line. At each cam;
ed Rook played the role of
keeper, newly employed in that
tion. In this capacity " he to«
names of all the men; and one n.
orable day he came out of a tent«
three miles from Wadsworth, Nev
and gave Detective Welsh the
sought signal that his man was
in. Sure enough, there was the
derer, sitting on the side of his i
having just turned out to work on
night shift.

Welsh walked up, held out his hand
as if to shake, and as La Bell |
ed out, the handcuffs were :
upon his wrist. Both he and Fo
confessed, but were hanged all >
same. The long and patient quest cost
at least $25,000. But then the North-
west ‘Mounted Police ‘got the man’
and it is the realization of that n
with the Samaritan role alread
tailed, that has made their na
spected throughout the wilderness,

arly History of Bank Notes

© The Chinese are said to be the in-
ventors. of bank.notes. Some authori-
ties are of opinion that bank notes
were known about 119 B.C. in the
reign of the Emperor On-ti, says the
Belfast Whig. At this time the court
was~in; want of meney, and for the
purpose of raising it Klaproth tells us
that the Prime Minister ‘hit on the fol-
lowing device. When any princes. or
¢ourtiers. entered the Imperial pres-
énce it ‘was customary to cover - the
face with a piece of skin. It was first
decreed then that for this purpose the
8kin of certain white deer kept in one
of ‘thé Royal parks should alone be
permitted, and then these pieces of
skin were sold for a high price.

Apgain, certain authorities assert
that the oldest bank notes, called “fly-
ing money,” or “convenient money,”
were first issued in China in 2697 B.B.
These notes were similar to modern
bank notes, they bore the name of
the bank, the date of issue, the num-
ber of the note, the signature of the
official issuing it, indications of its
value in figures, in words, and in ‘the
pictoral representation of coins or
heaps of coins equal in amount to its
face value, and a notice of the;pains
and penalties for counterfeiting. Over
and above all was a laconic exhorta-
tion to industry and thrift—“Produce
all ‘you can; spend: with economy.”
The neotes were printed in blue ink
on paper made from the fibre of the
mulberry tree. One issue in 1399 B. C.
is preserved in the Asiatic museum at
8t. Petersburg.’ X

The British museum possess a very
old and very rare Chinese bank note.
It was in the reign of Hung Woo, the
founder of the Ming dynasty, who
died in 1398. The real money value
of the note is but a dollar, but it
is one of the only issues of paper cur-
rency ever granted by the Chinese
government. Only another similar
note is said to be in existence, this
being in the possession of the Oriental
society of St. Petersburg. Its value
to native bankers and note-collectors
is well known throughout China.

A former governor of Hong Kong,
Sir John Pope Hennessey, purchased
the note at an auction of the effects
of a deceased captain of one of the
Chinese customs cruisers, who had
amassed a large number of Chinese
coins and notes, among which was the
Ming bank note.

The Bank of Stockholm, which com-
menced in 1668, was the first bank in
Europe to issue bank notes, which un-
til that time were totally unkhown in
the west.

A period of 64 years had elapsed
from the starting of bank notes up to
the time of the first forgery. The
first forged Bank of England note was
the act of Richard William Vaughan.
a Stafford linen draper, who started
this era of crime in 1768. This man
was in good cirsumstances, and a
fairly good position, but conceived the
idea from the desire to appear greater
than he really " was. He employed
many artists in different parts of the
notes, and it was through one of them
that the crime was discovered. The
man deposited the notes in the hands
of a young lady to whom he was at-
tached as a proof of his weoealth.

The punishment of death for forg-
ery was abolished in England in 1837.
Many years ago the Bank of England
was in constant trouble on account of
the numerous forgeries perpetrated
upon it. Between 1797 and 1818 there
were nearly one thousand prosecutiors

of persons for forging Bank of Hng-
land notes, and three hundred and
thirteen capital convictions. After an
act was passed in 1798 enabling. .the
Bank of England to.issue notes under
the value of five pounds, forgeries in~
creased ‘amazingly; and -in the eight
years ‘subsequent' no less than one
hundred and forty-six persons perish-
ed on the gallows for the crime of
forgery on the bank. The notes were
so exactly copied that sver bank ‘of-
ficers could not detect the forgeries.

The ingenuity and frequency of .for-
geries led to special effort to protect
the bank by manufacturing the paper
by reculiar and expensive processes.
The notes are made from pure white
linen cuttings only, never from rags
that bave been worn. THey have heen
manufactured for about twa hundred
years at Laverstoke, .in- Hampshire,
and by the family of the Portale, who
are descended from some French Pro-
testant refugees.

So carefully is the paper - prepared
that even:the number of dips inté the
pulp made by each workman ls regis:
tered on‘a dial by machinery, and the
sheets are-carefully counted and book-
ed to each-person through whose hands
they ‘pass. The printing ‘{s done hy a
nost ‘curfous procéss i a special de-
Lartment ‘within the  ‘bank building.
There- is- an’ eliborate arangemeant for
securing that no note shall be exdctly

duplicate of a bank note
forgery.

The largest amount of a bank note
in' eirculation in 1827 was - £1,000,
though it is said that two notes for
£100,000 each and two for £50,000
each were once engraved and isxued.
A butcher who had amassed an im-
mense fortune in war time went one
day with-one of these £50,000 notes to
a private banker, :asking the loan of
£5,000, and wishing to deposit as se-
curity the big note,  stating that he
had kept it for years. The £5,000 was
at once handed to him, the banker at
the same time hinting that it was
great folly on the part of the butcher
to hoard such a sum and lose the in-
terest. “Very true, sir,” returned the
butcher, “but I like the look on 't so
wery well that I have t'other one of
the same kind at home.”

A collector of curious bank notes
in Paris became the possessor of a
Bank of.England five-pound note with
a curious’ story -attached to it. This
note was paid into a Liverpojl mér-
ckant’s office in the ordinary way of
business, and the cashier, when hold-
ing it to the light to ascertain that it
was genuine, noticed some faint red
marks upon it scrawled between the
words and on the margin of the note.
These marks proved to be partially
effaced words scérawled with blood.
Great psins were taken to decipher
the words, which were at length found
to form the following sentence:—"If
this note should fall into the hands of
Jchn Dean, ‘of Longhill, near Carlisle,
he Awill learn hereby that his brother
is languishing g prisoner in. Algiers.”
Mr. Dean was communicated with, and
with the help of the government set
his brother at ltberty after he had
been a prisoner of eleven years. He
had ‘traced the message with a splin-
ter of wood dipped 'in his own bl~od.
He did not live long to enjoy his free-
dom, for his constitution had been ir-
1€parably injured by =xpisure, priva-
tions, and forced labor in the Dey’s
galleys.

An eccentric London gentleman once

except by

framed a. bank.post bill for. . £30,000,
and exhibited: it for five years in one

alike, consequently there never was a|

of his sitting-rooms. The: fifth year
he died, whereupon the “‘picture” was
at once taken d)wn and cashed by his
beirs.

Some -years ‘ago,. 4f a noblefan’s
house near Hyde Park, a dispute arose
concerning a certain portion of scrip-
ture,, when a dean Who was’ prefent
denied that any such text existed, and
a Bible was called for. A dusty old
copy 3f the Scriptures was at length
produced, which had not been removed
from its shelf ginee the death of the
nobleman’s mother, many years be-
fore.. When it was opened .a marker
was found in it, which, on examina-
tion, proved to be a bank bill fir £40,-
000, Possibly the old.lady had placed
it there as a reproof to her son, who
evidently did not consult the Bible so
oftan as she could have wished,

Ansther curious. story is told of a
farmer in the district of Caux, France,
who on. opening .the cabinet wherein
he deposited his bank notes discovered
that five bank notes, one for five hun-
dred frangs, the other four for one
hundred franes, had bBeen gnawed to
pieces ‘by 'mice. *He ejllected the frag-
ments .and: seat: themx to the Bank of
France, 'which, after  much pains in
irying’ to fit together the pieces, re-
ported that.a congidergble; portion of
the notes was missing and suggested
that as mice:do not eat fine paper, but
simply cut it up-to carry away as lin-
ing material for their nests, he should
organize a hunt and seek for the abode
cf the despollers.  The farmer at once
demolished an old wall pierced with
miee holes, and found a nest compos-
¢d of the orecicus fragmeats. These
were put together and sent to the bank
where the officials managed to put
them in with the pieces previously
gsent them, and accordingly paid tho
farmer the value of the notes.

In the year 1852 a ten-pound note
was presented at a London bank and
cashed by a sharp-witted clerk wh),
on the same day, disposed of it for
forty pounds beyond its original value.
I¢ happened that on the back of the
note was painted a clever and realistic
view of the hattle of Waterloo, and
this painting realized the price beyond
the money value .0f the note.

A foreign note of the value of £1
once sold for £4(0, its worth being
Increased to this amount from it con-
taining an autograph portrait of Na-
peleon.  Notes embellished . with ar-
tistic paintings of flowers, animals,
landscapes, ships, and portraits of
celebrated persons occasionally find
their way to the banks, and these
rainiings render them far more valu-
able than the sum they represent,

O

Sir Edward Grey and Char-
-acter

Sir Edward Grey, the Foreign Minis-
ter, made a very interesting speech on
character when unveiling a portrait of
Mr. Thomas Burt, M. P., at Newcastle,
on Sept. 30.

“There was in public life no doubt
the important question, about every one
of them who was in it, as to what they
had said and thought, what party they
belonged to, and what they had done;
but there was, after all, about all of
them also the questlon—which was at
least as important as what they had
sald or done—of what they had, in
the course of the struggle before the
public, become themselves. After all,
was not the great stake for each one
in- publie life, not apparent success or
failure before the public, but his own
character? He sometimes thought it
would be a good thing if they put a

little catechisyi 'to” themselves every
five or ten yearg‘in public life as to
how they had gbt on from the private
point of  view.' "Pérhaps they did put
the question to themselvées about otheér
people.” They ali’éf them entered pub-
lic life with a: dohsiderable stock of
courage. He “eduld not imagine any
man facing so severe an ordeal as the
first entry into ‘public life’ unless he
had more than-the normal stock of
courage to begin' with. But after be-
ing in‘publie life some years had their
courage increased or diminished — had
some -of ‘it been knocked out of them
by opponents or ‘squeezed out of them
by friends and .supporters?—because
the fear of giving offence to friends
sometimes made:a larger draft upon
their courage :than the difficulty. of
standing up to opponents.

“No man stood' still in public life.
His courage eithér increased or dimin-
ished, but the strain was so great that
he could not remain unaffected, and,
for better or wdérse, he was sure to be
changed by the trials he had to under-
go, Take again''the question—the very
elementary question they were all fa-
miliar with from ‘childhood—telling the
truth. When' they entered public life
they found themselves, whenever they
had to make a speech, affected by two
impulses. - One was to tell the truth,
the other was to say what was agree-
able to their aitdience. Sometimes they
coincided. ‘Sometimes they conflicted.
When they conflicted, which won? And
80 they might go on to-other qualities.

“Take the public and patriotic mo-
tives which -they wished to inspire
them in public life and with which they
began their. public career. Had those
increased and grown stronger, asthey
ought to, or did they find that they
had begun to shrink until they were in
danger of :falling back upon nothing
but the desire for personal success?
A valuable, ingredient, when properly
mixed with ‘other things, was a desire
for personal sutcess, which was not a
thing with whieh it was safe to be left
alone, without better motives also. Did
the continual.conflict and contact with
the forces of public life and their op-
ponents broaden their view as it ought
to do, or did it tend to make them
more partisan? . And, again, in the trial
of . public life, 'which .sometimes, when
sessions were prolonged; came to seem
like grinding .in a prison house, did
they find that they. were losing their
feeling for literature and art aifd all
that was most, beautiful and pleasant
in the world, or were they keeping that
alive within them too?

“Sometimes he thought that, in the
strain of polities, there was something
which crushed out of them all those
finer pleasures of the imagination,
which every ‘man ought to cherish and
keep.
exception as regarded golf.
golf and polities. there seemed to be
some subtle affinity which made both
flourish together. But they ought to

public life, to keep alive and cultivate
the ideals and fineness of spirit without
which public life was apt to degener-
ate into mere hard toil, which was not
so useful as it miight be. :

“He wondered whether Mr, Burt ever
put questions of this kind to himself.
- There wgs no one of whom one
could speak in terms of such unquali-
fied praise, without reserve, so justly
and so willingly as any of them might
do about Mr. Burt. There was no ser-
vice he (Sir Edward) would perform
more willingly than that of unveiling
Mr. Burt's portrait, because there was
no gone for whom, as a public man or a
friend, he had greater regard, esteem,
and affection,”

O

“Can you lend me a fiver, old fel-
low 2" ;

“Surely I can.”

“But will you?”

“Ah, my will power has utterly de-
serted me these days!”—Town Topics.

-

He ought, perhaps, to make an
Between !

endeavor, however, great the strain of |

Reviewing a book just issued, “Pas-
sages from the Past,” by the Duke of
Argyll, the London Times says:

It is almost a matter of course that
when a man like the present Duke of
Argyll writes 'his ‘' reministencds the
volume should contain much that is
worth reeording and worth .reading. By
right. _.of his .position he. has  ‘known
everybody’ as the phrase runs; he has
been in contact with sovereigns and
statesmen at home and abroad; he has
been 'Governor-General of Canada; he
has - travelled much, and has lived a
many-sided life, interesting himself al-]
most equally -in polities, literature and
sport. As a writer he has practised
both in prose and verse, so that his
two volumes of recollections are not the
work of an untried pen. %t is a little
disappointing, then, that the book is
not better than it'is, and that, in' spite
of seyeral very interesting chapters,
such as that which deseribes the state
of things in Germany after 1866, the
reader ' is frequently dissatisfied and
sometimes irritated by what is set be-
fore him. One of the causes of irrita-
tion is- a certain carelessness of state-
ment on the Duke’s part and what must
be called an habitual misspelling * of
proper names, the two together tending
to create the impression that the Duke's
mind is more active than accurate. On
more than- one occasion he denounces
the ordinary English classical education;
but, with all its imperfections, we can-
not help thinking that in his own case
a little more of it would have saved him
from many slips which at present vex
the reader’s eye. A familiarity with
Latin and Greek at .least sharpens a
man’s eye for the spelling of proper
names. Here are a few of the slips:
On page 63 Miss Read the painter be-
comés ‘“Reade’; on p.112 the Italian
Parliament is placed at Monte Cittorio;
on p. 219 for “octroyer” we have ‘“oct-
rozer”; on p. 238 ‘ammunition” loses an
“m”; on p 255 Lord Bloomfield, our am-
bassador at Vienna, and Count Bern-
storff, the Prussian minister in London,
become Blomfield and Bernstoff respc-
tively; on p. 294 Rattazzi loses a ‘"
and the Corriere an “r”; and, later on,
one of Garibaldi's positions near Rome
is presented to us in the strange form
of “Castle Guibeleo.” It is just possible
of course, but not very likely, that all
these are mere printer’s errors; but the
same excuse cannot be offered in other
cases. For instance the Duke of Ar-
gyll ought not to say that King Hum-
bert met his death “by the hands-of
assassins who threw the bomb that kill-
{ed him at Milan.” He was killed, not
| by a bomb, but by a revolver shot, nat
by assassins, but by a single assassin,
Bresci, who had no accomplice; and not
at Milan, but at Monza. Again, is’ it
possible that Disraeli, in writing to the
Queen, should have spoken of ‘“Lady
{ Disreali”? His wife was never Lady
Disraeli, but first Mrs. Disraeli and af-
terwards Viscountess Beaconsfield.

It is time to turn from these exas-
perating trifies to more interesting mat-
ters. The early reminiscences are good
reading and the long account of Trent-
!ham has a painful interest just now,
when the great house is deserted and
when its splendid contents pictures,
statuary, and furniture—have been
either taken to London or sold. At |
Trentham the young Lord Lorne spent |
many happy days, and in due time went
to Eton with his brother Lord Archi-
bald, as to whom he tells an amusing |
story:—

“1860—I have been playing second at
football today. I am tired and bruised,
so don't expect a long letter. We have
great games at football and at ‘ecroquet
behind our house up- town. ‘Do you
know. little Dalmeny. - He comes very
often to us.

“We went to. see the Queen.
in the long corridor upstairs.
was a lady with her. ‘She
kind to us, and laughed a
at what we said.

She was

There
was very
good deal
She asked me what
form I was. in, and she then asked
Archie. Archie answered her, ‘“Non-
sense ma’am.’ She looked astonished,
and said, ‘What do you say? I said, |
‘It's’the name of a form,’ Then I had
to explain for Archie,
did not seem to understand that Archie
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| however, as

for the Queen|affairs in army in Bohemia.

had. to. do nonsense Latin verses, for
the sake of learning the number of
feet in the verses, and that the sense
verses were only done in the K fourth
form. ‘Archie is in the Lower School,
that is where ‘“Nonsense” is thé name
of a form, because nonsense'verses are
written there by the boys.’ The Queen
laughed at us 'and seemed sorry that!
one. of us should have to write ‘non-
sense,’ ”

But neither Eton nor Cambridge. ap-
pears to have exercised any great charm !
over their alumnus, who preferred his
two intervening years at St. Andrews,
where he played golf, made friends of
both professors and fellow students, and
thoroughly enjoyed ‘himself. He makes |
an interesting little note, in the year!
1863, about, a students’ magazine, found- |
ed by himself and his friends:—“The|
chief writer is Andrew Lang, who was
with us at the Academy school at Edin-
burgh. He writes very well and quick-
ly, and likes doing it.” = This wads also
the time of Garibaldi’s visit to London,
and we have a vivid but rather sketchy
account of those famous scenes, of |
which the centre was Stafford-house, ,
where Lord Lorne, as a member of the
family, saw everything. Here is an in-
teresting little note of the party given
to the Liberator at Chiswick:— i

“There, under the portico, Mr. Glad-'
stone, with others, waited for him. And
Gladstone, when @aribaldi had slowly |
ascended the left-hand outer stair, met
him with a fervent hand-shake, and
Garibaldi, holding Gladstone’s hand,
said, with deep feeling, the single word,
‘Precurseur!” meaning that Gladstone
had paved the way for his own effort in
Italy, by inclining public feeling, both
there and in England, against the Gov-
ernment Garibaldi had been instrument-
al in overthrowing.”

In 1866 Lord Lorne went to America,
and he gives us a charming account of

this visit to General Lee at Lexington,

telling us also much that is interesting
of conversations at Washington with
Mr. Seward and General Grant, who ex-
pressed himself “most violently” on the
subject of the French occupation of
Mexico. Grant did not disguise his
wish to turn them out by force; but, as
we - all know, Juarez saved him the
trouble.  Grant told him ‘that Sherman !
was the best of his generals, and that
Sheridan came next; and he “should
consider that a war conducted by either |
of them, even if their command em-
braced the united action of several ar-
mies, quite in safe hands.” The visit|
also included a trip to New England
and a talk with Longfellow, who handed |
hi:g a- fine Indian peace-pipe, begging !
hi to give it to Tennyson with his|
“love and admiration.” * Then followed
a still more ‘interesting visit; for, “toj
please his home folk, who had not al-|
together approved his cutting short the
time at Cambridge,” he went as a stud- |
ent to the University of Berlin. Of
his student life he tells us nothing, but, |
on the other hand, he has much to say |
of the Court, of the Crown Prince and|
Princess, of Bismarck, and of the cur-
rents of opinion, flowing now this way!
and now that, with regard to the great|
problem of the unification of Germany |
and its relations with France. Here, |
always, the Duke is far|
too sparing of his dates, and leaves a |
somewhat confused impression on the!
mind by talking, almost without a|
break, of the Bismarck of 1866 and of |
the very different Bismarck of the days |
following the Berlin Congress. In his|
notes of 1866 the Duke repeats a com- |
munication of high interest, about thm
campaign which ended at Sadowa, madé
to him by Lord Augustus Loftus. It

i may have been printed before, but it is

worth repeating:—

“The Austrians were quite.unprepared
for rapid aggressive action. This was |
not known, except in Austrian Court!
circles. The Press was silenced. All
thought that the Austrian Commander- |
in- Chief, Benedek, had some wonderful |
secret plan “that was to effect marvels. |
It was through a telegram sent by Lord
Blomfield, our ambassador at Vienna,
to the British Government, saying that
Austria was not.really ready, that tho
Prussians got a hint of the state of

. The Prus-l
immediately *

sian minister, Bernstoff,

| west of Scotland, the

“Passages From the Past”

telegraphed the information th
veyed by Lord Blomfield (anc
knows how it lcaked out) to
Thence it was sent on to the le

the armies, and the Crown Pr
Prince Frederick Charles br
sisted through the mountain
Benedek’s force arrived at N

late to do anything beyond u
head of the Crown Prince's col
Two corps d’armies that ought t
thrown themselves with full
against Frederick Charles's army
came into action at all, but kept in
background, along the railw lines
if fearing a Prussian descent from
Alatz.” )

The author’s conversation with Bis-
marck, after the Congress, is thus 1c-
ported:— 4 )

‘“He spoke much. Lord Beaconsfiel
liked much, he declared, and said
he spoke the best among the Ei
representatives at the (‘~>ngres> H
spoke seldom, Bismarck cmmnuuzl,v"
very well, and oratorically. Cm_mr Nl
valoff speaks very well—more in a ¢
versational way. Lord Salisbury
more pleasant to speak to in
than upon business. He has the
of a debater, and after one thinks tha
a thing has been settled he wi
back upon it, and says always
thing more, Lord Beaconsfield
do this.’ He liked Lord Salisbury.

The second volume has for its
subject. Canada as it was wher
Lorne was Governor-General, from !
to 1883; and to many people th
dred pages dealing with this vastr
will prove the most interesting p
of the book. These were the days w!
the great westward expansion wa
ginning; when native Canadians,
grants from Europe and immig

| from the United States, were first

tling in Manitoba; and when British
umbia was looking forward to the ad
vent of the Canadian Pacific Railv
with eager expectation. The Duke's
pages have, of course, comparativ:
little to. say about the political sid
of things; but they show how consciou
everybody was, even in those days.
the immense possibilities of  Canad:
and how uniform was the sucecess !
well. managed emigration schemes. ' s-
pecially those which had been undecr:
en for the benefit of his fellow
men, whether *‘Sutherland croft.
others. The writer  also apy

very fully the charm that Canad:
for the sportsman; for he writes :
enthusiastic fisherman, wildfow
naturalist. These pages are a
pleasant reading. Of much interc

are the letters from Disraeli, L

ferin, and others, on the subject
marriage; the account of his str«
efforts many years later, on be!

the Uganda Railway and the

ment of British East. Africa;

of much other, good work on hch

the Empire. We wish that we

say as much in praise of the D
literary judgments. About Ten
indeed, whom he knew well, he is
enough; but language has no mou
if Browning and Mr. Swinburn

be classed as ‘“‘minor poets,” w

the Duke’s judgment of Wordswor

is almost incredible that an intellis
man could have written it. “It is
ful -if many read his writings
Why, Wordsworth is read by eve:
who has-any tincture of poetry
composition! “Nothing could
Wordsworth to vivid poetry. The
ged scenes of Switzerland, or of
recent wars or
continent, the great themes that s
the souls of reat men and vibr
through their v e, never made W«
worth rise from a meek contempl

of a toad or a butterfly.” wx

ever such an example of the
saugrenu? Were ‘“the rugged
Switzerland” ever' more perfectl)
ized than in the lines on the I
Gondo in the ‘Prelude,’ or the s
Highlands than in “The Solits

er,” or ‘‘the great themes that si

souls of great men’” than in the
Duty” and in the finest of the S
The Duke ought to be grateful to us
making this selection for hin

will read these poems over ag:
certainly suppress page 49 in his
edition.
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